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Panic As Bandits Kidnap 
Emir Of Kajuru In Kaduna
 	Abduct 14 others, including emir’s grandchildren    It's a joke taken too far 

- Speaker    Police confirm abduction of provost, teacher in Zamfara
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BY BUKOLA IDOWU, Lagos

Although inflation has been 
declining for two months, 
monetary policy committee 
(MPC) members of the Cen-   PAGE 4

cent recorded in April 2021.
While the declining infla-

tion was welcomed by mem-
bers of the MPC, they were 

tral Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
have raised concern over the 
impact the rising insecurity 
in the country could have on 
prices, particularly, on agri-

cultural products.
Inflation backtracked to 

17.93 per cent in May this 
year, having risen to 18.17 
per cent in March. Though 

MPC Blames Insecurity For Rising Food Prices
food inflation dropped from 
22.72 per cent recorded in 
April 2021 to 22.28 per cent 
in May 2021, indicating the 
second consecutive decline in 

the food index, on month-on-
month basis, the food sub-
index increased by 1.05 per 
cent in May 2021, up by 0.06 
per cent points from 0.99 per 

Lagos Raises The Alarm Over COVID-19 Third Wave 13



Well, this is another common 
occurrence in my dearly beloved 
country that I would love to talk 
about. I mean, why should this 
be for real?? Shouldn’t we be 
concerned?

So, one day I rush out to the 
supermarket close to my home to 
do some last minute shopping as 
I was preparing to receive some 
friends over for the weekend. I 
pushed my trolley through the 
beautiful and sophisticated shop 
picking one item after the other 
that I felt was needed.

After moving across aisles and 
scanning all the shelves of items 
on display (sometimes they move 
these items around, not sure why. 
Probably to make you walk the 
whole length and see other things 
on display that you didn’t budget 
for to buy but all of a sudden find 
yourself buying) I got all I needed 
and headed to the till.

I stood in the queue like any 
decent citizen would and waited 
patiently for my turn. At last it 
came. I began placing my items 
carefully on the counter top as the 
sales man started scanning them. 
Done, I pushed the trolley out and 

reached for the shop’s branded 
nylon bag to pack up the scanned 
items and place them in the trolley. 
The last item was scanned and 
the sales man looked at me and 
declared , “That would be fifty-five 
thousand, two hundred and sixty 
Naira.” I nodded with a smile and 
reached for my purse.

I stood in the queue like any 
decent citizen would and 

waited patiently for my turn.

SEVEN TIPS: ON HOW TO RECHARGE BEFORE GETTING BACK TO WORK
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NPHCDA Clears Air On Rumours Of 
Electromagnetic Ingredients In COVID - 19 Vaccines

BY PATIENCE IVIE IHEJIRIKA, Abuja

Mi s i n f o r m a t i o n 
and conspiracy 
theories towards 
discouraging the 
public from getting 

vaccinated against COVID-19 have 
continued to spread rampantly on 
social media platforms.

The social media was recently 
awash with videos of people 
claiming that the vaccine had 
created magnetic field around 
vaccination site and that it was 
causing their body to light up an 
electric bulb.

The National Primary Health 
Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA) has come out to say that 

the claim was untrue.
Executive director of the 

NPHCDA, Dr Faisal Shuaib, says 
the anti-vaccination elements have 
come up with magnetic conspiracy 
deceiving people with videos, that 
COVID-19 vaccine creates magnetic 
field around vaccination site and can 
cause the body to light up an electric 
bulb.

Shuaib says although the people 
who are manufacturing conspiracy 
theories about COVID-19 are in the 
minority, the virulence of social 
media increases their reach. 

The ED, who spoke in Abuja 
points out   “Today I would like to 
make very clear and demonstrate 
publicly that COVID-19 vaccine 
does not create any magnetic effect 

around the vaccination site or any 
part of the body for that matter, 
neither does it cause the body to 
light up an electric bulb. 

Stating that it’s a common fact 
that people with wet, moist or 
sticky skin can have objects stuck 
to their skin especially in smooth 
areas. Strong friction also allows for 
objects to stick to the skin. And the 
fact that COVID -19 vaccines does 

not contain any metal.So, how can 
it generate magnetic field or light an 
electric bulb? 

A health worker in Abuja, 
Jonathan Jane who just collected 
her second dose of the Oxford 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, 
told me that her husband was 
getting really worried for her after 
watching some of the videos of 
spoons, phones and other metals 
magneting people’s skin, but says 
she was very sure that the claims 
were not true.

A journalist craving anonymity, 
who has also received his second 
dose of the vaccine said initially, he 
was getting scared after watching 
one of the videos but that he 
became relieved after he tried 

placing metal objects around his 
vaccination spot and there was no 
magnet.

Meanwhile, 2,495,632 people 
have been vaccinated with the first 
dose, while 1,370,130 have received 
their second dose of AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine in the country, 
said Shuaib.

“Overall, Nigeria has 
successfully utilised 3.9million 
doses, representing 96 per cent of 
the 4,024,000 doses of the vaccines 
received in the country. Nigeria is 
poised to achieve 100 per cent 
utilisation of the doses of vaccine 
it has received in the next few days.

“This is to ensure that people are 
protected against COVID-19, and 
normalcy is restored,” he explained. 

It’s always good to take some time off work and feel all the better for it when resuming! Here are 
healthy ways to recharge before getting back to work!

Don’t Check Your Email Right When You Wake Up
Don’t start your day by going straight into work 
and answering stressful emails. During your day 
off, keep your phone out of your room so you can 
begin your day with a peaceful frame of mind. 
“This is your day. If someone needs to reach you 
badly enough, they can call. It’s easy to get dis-
tracted on the Internet, then before you know 
it, the whole day is gone,” says Life Coach Julie 
Holmes in an interview with Bustle over email.

Do Things That Will Nurture Your Soul
During your time off, it’s vital for you to do something for yourself while 
you take time off to recharge your mind and soul. “Take a walk through 
nature. Meditate ([there are] lots of guided meditations on YouTube). 
Read a book. Learn something new. Focus only on doing things that 
feed your soul, whatever that is for you,” says Holmes.

Slow Down Your Day
Rather than being stressed by trying to accomplish a billion errands, 
slow time down by enjoying the little moments. “Find time to slow down 
your pace and just be. We’re human beings, not human doings. Try to 
eliminate stimulants like caffeine that day, so your mind and body are 
able to calm down and find a restful state. In this state, take out time 
to read quietly in an armchair or chaise, sip on some camomile tea, or 
draw a bath, light some candles and play soft music,” says holistic well-
ness coach Pax Tandon in an interview with Bustle over email.

Surround Yourself In Nature
Take a drive far away from busy city life and enjoy nature with your loved 
ones, like going to the beach or taking a hike in a park. “If the weath-

er permits, take a slow mindful walk in nature, 
paying particular attention to the movement of 
you legs, the sights, smells and sounds around 
you. Luxuriating in soft, slow moments like this 
are so deeply calming and restorative, they al-
low the batteries to recharge quickly and effec-
tively,” says Tandon.

Do Low-Stress Exercise
Instead of stressing your body out with a vigor-

ous exercise routine, try a different approach by doing yoga or anoth-
er type of mindful exercise. “If you are going to practice some form of 
physical activity (remembering that most forms are quite demanding 
and you want [to] recharge), try a restorative yoga class. Props are used 
to help the body open and stretch passively. You’ll feel replenished and 
fluid,” says Tandon.

Get More Sleep
Sleep is the ultimate body recharger. Experts recommend seven to nine 
hours of sleep per night for healthy adults ages 26 to 64. Getting few-
er than six hours of sleep per night is a major risk factor for burnout at 
work. Set up a healthy sleep schedule by going to sleep and getting up 
at the same time every day and following other healthy sleep habits.

Change Your Diet
Your energy levels are greatly impacted by your diet. Experts recom-
mend a mix of complex carbohydrates, such as whole grains and starchy 
vegetables, with lean proteins and healthy fat at each meal.
It’s possible to cook and eat nutritious meals, even if you have a busy 
schedule.

As part of ongoing efforts to improve standards, opinion articles by readers will be accompanied with photographs and also 
what the writer does and actual address.  All opinions should be emailed to: opinion@leadership.ng

AFRICAN FREE CONTINENTAL TRADE AGREEMENT 
(AfCFTA) - TRADE NEWS FROM THE CONTINENT

SOUTH AFRICA UGANDAKENYA

Culled From: www.tralac.org

Culled From: www.bustle.com and www.healthline.com

The South African Revenue Service (Sars) 
and business advocacy organisation Busi-
ness Unity South Africa (Busa) on July 9 
announced the formation of the Sars Pri-
vate Sector Authorised Economic Operator 
(AEO) Stakeholder Group to improve border 
management. Over the next four years, the 
programme will expand to include all sup-
ply chain actors, a simplified programme for 
small, medium-sized and microenterprises, 
a single government AEO programme and a 
single Southern African Customs Union AEO 
programme with augmented benefits.

Kenya has been ranked as the top country 
in the world in reducing the population 
with no access to electricity, pointing to the 
impact of the state’s focus on rural areas 
for nearly a decade. The Energy Progress 
Report for 2021, a product of a partnership 
between the World Bank and bodies such 
as the International Energy Agency, says 
Kenya’s electrification pace is now ahead 
of population growth. Kenya’s annualised 
increase in electricity access between 2010 
and 2019 was at 5.6 percent — the largest 
among the top 20 countries in the world 
with the biggest electricity access gap.

THE government’s efforts to turn 
Mwanza into a transport and business 
hub has begun to pay off, with the 
shipping of petroleum products from 
the rock city to Port Bell, in Kampala 
resuming after almost 17 years of lull. 
Uganda Railways Corporation (URC) on 
Wednesday received half a million litres 
of petroleum products through the 
Mwanza- Port Bell Luzira route, from 
where Uganda Railways wagons picked 
it en route to the final destination.

At The Till

SUDOKU PUZZLE AND SOLUTIONS

Solution To Yesterday’s Puzzle Puzzle For Today

7 9 3 8 4 6 2 5 1
4 8 1 5 2 9 7 3 6
5 6 2 7 3 1 9 4 8
3 1 6 4 5 7 8 2 9
9 7 4 2 6 8 3 1 5
8 2 5 1 9 3 4 6 7
6 4 9 3 8 5 1 7 2
2 5 7 9 1 4 6 8 3
1 3 8 6 7 2 5 9 4

Each Sudoku puzzle comes with some numbers already filled and each box has a 
corresponding row, column and 3x3 grid where the numbers cannot be repeated. The 

row, column or 3x3 grid with the most numbers filled is the best place to start, filling new 
numbers because there you have fewer options to choose from. As you fill each number on 

a box, you increase your chances of getting new spaces filled.

 4  3 2  5 7  
8  7   9  3  
 3   8  4  9
  4   5  8 7
7  8 4   1   
3 5   7 8   4
  5 2 9   4  
 7 3   4  2  
4   8   3  1

Maimuna’s Memoir



our stand
Hiking Of Campaign Spending 

The National Assem-
bly is presently in 
the process of mak-
ing alterations to 

the 1999 constitution os-
tensibly to adapt it to pres-
ent realities.

One of the laws the federal 
lawmakers are attempting 
to amend is the law guid-
ing elections in Nigeria, 
the Electoral Act. Already, 
the work of the lawmakers 
is generating a lot of inter-
est among Nigerians who 
have expressed reservations 
about some of the provi-
sions added or omitted.

One of the aspects that 
has raised eyebrows is 
Clause 88 of the draft bill 
which proposes to hike, on a 
massive scale, the spending 
cap for aspirants seeking to 
vie for political offices in the 
country.

The draft bill increased the 
money a presidential can-
didate could spend on an 
election campaign from N5 
billion to N15 billion while 
that of governorship can-
didates was increased from 
N1 billion to N5 billion.

For a senatorial election, a 
candidate could spend up to 
N1.5 billion, up from N100 
million while a House of 
Representatives candidate 
could spend up to N500 mil-
lion, up from N70 million.

There are many reasons 
why discerning Nigerians 
are uneasy about this pro-
vision. First of all, there is 
no demonstrable reason to 
show that increasing the 
spending limit for aspirants 
for political offices would 
improve the country’s polity 
and the electoral system. 

Even more poignant is 
that such a move would en-
courage the exclusion of a 
wide spectrum of persons 
from such an important na-
tional exercise and restrict 
the field to moneybags. 

Already, the role of mon-
ey in the country’s electoral 
system had been identified 
as one of its banes, with ab-
errations such as vote buy-
ing and vote selling, bribing 
of security and electoral of-

ficials, and hiring of thugs 
and hoodlums being areas 
desperate politicians have 
poured in money to try to 
manipulate the process in 
their favour, often increas-
ing electoral violence and 
undermining the develop-
ment of democracy.

Also, encouraging politi-
cians to spend more in an 
election will increase their 
desperation to win the elec-
tion at all costs, and sub-
sequently lead to the sub-
version of the governance 
system. In Nigeria’s nascent 
brand of politics which is 
not underpinned by any dis-
cernible ideology - the pol-
iticians are united in their 
quest to make as much fi-
nancial gain from govern-
ment as possible, legally or 
otherwise - it is a given the 
first preoccupation of any 
such public office holder 
would be to recoup his in-
vestment many times over, 

and that will significantly 
reduce his capacity to deliv-
er the dividends of democra-
cy to the generality of Nige-
rians. 

Moreover, political ap-
pointees who may want to 
contest for elective offices 
will be preoccupied with 
trying to take advantage of 
their current positions to 
corner enough resources 
from the offices they occupy 
in order to match their ri-
vals.  In the end governance 
will suffer.

It is the opinion of this 
newspaper that this provi-
sion, if accepted, would also 
limit the chances of women, 
youths and persons living 
with disabilities - who con-
stitute biggest segment of 
population - to contribute to 
governance. Since the Bei-
jing Conference when affir-
mation action was birthed 
which seeks to encourage 
more women participation in 

governance, there has been a 
clamour to mainstream more 
of the female folk into the po-
litical system. Unfortunately, 
in Nigeria, as the contest for 
power became grimmer and 
grimmer, the number of elect-
ed women have continued to 
dwindle. Women are generally 
less financially endowed than 
men, and this works against 
them during elections. We are 
compelled to argue that rais-
ing the spending cap will fur-
ther alienate them from being 
in position to contribute their 
quota to the nation’s develop-
ment. 

It is the same with youths. 
Though they are being encour-
aged to bring their youthful 
energy and inventiveness to 
public office, however, they 
cannot always get into elective 
offices as they cannot match 
the old brigade in financial re-
sources. As a result, they only 
get party tickets to contest on 
the platforms of smaller par-
ties which stand little or no 
chance of winning elections.   

As a newspaper, we align 
with those who say the dom-
inance of money in Nigeria’s 
elections is detrimental to 
the political evolution as it 
hinders the inclusion of mar-
ginalised groups like women, 
youths and persons living 
with disabilities. So, in the 
end, this particular provision 
is tantamount to shrinking 
the political space.

We also hold that increas-
ing campaign funding will not 
only increase desperation and 
violence in the  electoral sys-
tem, it will also reduce politi-
cal campaign from a contest 
of ideas to a case of financial 
doping with the concomitant 
danger of increasing the ave-
nues for corrupting the sys-
tem.

We urge the lawmakers 
to reconsider this bill as 
going ahead to pass it will 
send the wrong signal. In 
fact, they should enact a 
law that allows more people 
with bright ideas to come 
on board. That is one pos-
sible way of improving the 
nation’s democracy and gov-
ernance. 

LEADERSHIP is a national paper symbolically 
embedded in the nation’s capital.

We shall stand up for good governance. We shall 
defend the interest of Nigerian people even against 

their rulers, and we shall raise our pen at all times 
in defence of what is right. These are the values by 

which we intend to be assessed.

We shall never, ever for any reason forget the noble 
reason of our coming into being: 

For God and Country!
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Panic As Bandits Kidnap Emir Of Kajuru In Kaduna
BY ISAIAH BENJAMIN and RA-
HILA ABDULLAHI. Kaduna, 
SUNDAY ISUWA, Abuja

Again, bandits have abduc-
ted a second class Emir of Ka-
juru, Alhaji Alhassan Adamu 
and 14 others in Kajuru lo-
cal government area of Ka-
duna State.

The emir was kidnapped 
at his residence alongside fa-
mily members when the ban-
dits invaded the area at about 
12:30am yesterday, shooting 
sporadically before whisking 
away their captives.

A credible source from the 
community said the Emir was 
taken away with 14 of his 
household, including three 
women, two of his grand-
children, three of his aides 
and six others.

The abduction of the emir 
of Kajuru and his family 
members is coming few days 
after about 121 students of 
Bethel Baptist High School, 
Damishi, and another 13 per-
sons from Ungwan Gimbiya, 

MPC Blames Insecurity For Rising Food Prices

ru, and members of his fami-
ly is a joke taken too far and 
stands condemnable.

"Traditional leaders play a 
key role in ensuring peace-
ful coexistence and stability 
of our society, hence the ab-
ductors are out to destabilise 
our society," he said.

Zailani said in view of the 
emir’s important role in the 
society, security personnel 
should track the abductors 
and ensure all hostages are 
freed unharmed.

LEADERSHIP recalls that 
in October 2018, the Agom 
Adara, Chief Maiwada Gala-
dima and his wife were kid-
napped at Maikyali village 
along Kaduna -Kachia road 
in Kachia Local Government 
area of the state.

In that attack, some armed 
men intercepted the convoy 
of the traditional ruler and 
opened fire, forcing them 
to stop and in the process, 
his police orderly and three 
others in the convoy were 
shot dead. The bandits took 

away the royal father and his 
wife, Victoria, to unknown 
destination.

Although the wife was re-
leased eventually, the royal 
father was murdered by his 
abductors.

 A former accountant ge-
neral of the state and gover-
norship  candidate on the 
platform of the Social Demo-
cratic Party (SDP) in the 2019 
general elections, Haruna Y. 
Saeed, has written an open 
letter to Governor Malam 
Nasir el-Rufai and lawma-
kers representing the area, 
demanding urgent measu-
res to stem the tide of kid-
napping in the state.

In his open letter, he said, 
“Early Sunday morning, a 
gang of bandits laid siege on 
the town of Kajuru and tar-
getted the symbol of traditio-
nal authority, the Emirate in 
particular, and bastardised 
the household and took the 
Emir along with 14 others, 
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concerned that the rising in-
security in the country could 
further push up prices. This 
was evident in the perso-
nal statements of the MPC 
members made available by 
the CBN.

A member of the MPC, Fe-
stus Adenikinju, who said he 
was encouraged by the posi-
tive news on growth and in-
flation, noted that “the eco-
nomic recovery rate is still 
very weak and fragile,” ad-

ding that “poverty and un-
employment rates are still 
quite high.”

Adenikinju explained that 
“the security situation in the 
country is hurting economic 
recovery, while at the same 
time poverty and unemploy-
ment also contribute to the 
worsening security challenge 
we have. As we enter another 
planting season, the effect of 
climate change may have ne-
gative impact on food prices 
in later part of the year.”

He urged the CBN to use 

its administrative tools to 
rein in inflation, especially 
those coming from moneta-
ry impulses, and to expand 
the current intervention pro-
grammes targeted at boos-
ting real consumption by 
households and production 
by SMEs.

“The current efforts of the 
CBN to promote dry season 
agriculture would be qui-
te helpful. There is need to 
expand the targeted credit 
facility (TCF) and the agri-
business/small and medi-

um enterprises investment 
scheme (AGSMEIS) to ensure 
more Nigerians benefit from 
the programme” he said.

Chikwendu Asogwa noted 
that some inflationary pres-
sures could emerge in the 
coming months, driven by 
supply side uncertainties, 
especially security challen-
ges in food producing areas 
while adverse weather con-
ditions may affect some ce-
reals.

“It is widely expected that 
inflation will remain on a 

downward spiral during the 
remainder of 2021. Further 
supply side fiscal and mo-
netary interventions are 
needed to soften any like-
ly pressures. Hopefully, exi-
sting weak demand conditi-
ons may also limit any strong 
pass-through to core inflati-
on in the coming months," 
he said. 

On his part, CBN deputy 
governor, corporate services, 
Adamu Lamtek, maintai-
ned that with Nigeria pro-
jected to grow by about 2.5 

per cent in 2021, the growth 
of the country is “below her 
potential and obviously not 
enough to significantly alle-
viate the unemployment si-
tuation.

“To spur all-round econo-
mic recovery and brighten 
the outlook for overall grow-
th, fiscal actions must be ai-
med at supporting a wide 
range of activities including 
contact-intensive activities 
that have been heavily im-
pacted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.”

spokesperson, who issued 
a statement on the abduc-
tion said, "The Kaduna Po-
lice Command through the 
Divisional Police Officer 
(DPO) Kajuru, Kaduna, was 
in receipt of an unfortunate 
report on the kidnap of the 
Chief of Kajuru, His Royal 
Highness, Alhaji Alhassan 
Adamu, in the early hours of 
today 11th July, 2021.

"The incident occurred 
about 0234hrs when arms 
wielding bandits in large 
numbers invaded Kajuru 
town, shot sporadically and 
gained access into the Chief's 
residence where they abduc-
ted him and 10 members of 
his immediate family to an 
unknown destination."

He said a joint patrol of the 
Police Mobile Force (PMF), 
conventional police and the 
Nigerian Army attached to 
Kajuru LGA are currently 
engaged in search and res-
cue mission around the fo-
rest for a possible rescue of 
the victims while IGP’s tacti-

cal units have been contacted 
for technical support.

ASP Jalige further said 
the Command was sadde-
ned at the incident and was 
not relenting in ensuring la-
sting solution to the current 
upsurge of criminality in the 
state.

He called on members of 
the public to remain calm and 
always support the Police and 
other security agencies with 
credible information that will 
enable them curtail any pos-
sible attack on innocent citi-
zens.

Meanwhile, the Speaker 
of the Kaduna State House 
of Assembly, Rt. Hon Yusuf 
Ibrahim Zailani has described 
the early Sunday morning ab-
duction of the Emir of Kajuru 
and family members as a joke 
taken too far.

The Speaker, who stated 
this through his special ad-
viser on media and publicity, 
Ibrahim Dahiru Danfulani, 
said, "The news of the ab-
duction of the Emir of Kaju-

all in Chikun local govern-
ment area and others in Za-
ria local government area of 
Kaduna State, were abducted 
by bandits.

However, Kaduna Sta-
te Police Public Relation Of-
ficer (PPRO) ASP Moham-
med Jalige, who confirmed 
the attack and abduction of 
the emir, said only 10 mem-
bers of the emir’s family were 
taken away with him.

According to the police 

Violence spread yesterday over 
the jailing of former South Af-
rican President Jacob Zuma.

 Massive looting was carried 
out in the former president’s 
home province of KwaZulu-
Natal and spread to economic 
hub of Johannesburg

Shops were looted over-
night and a section of the M2 
highway was closed in Johan-
nesburg yesterday as violence 
following the jailing of Zuma 
spread to the country’s main 
economic hub.

Violence had mainly been 
concentrated in Zuma’s home 

province of KwaZulu-Natal 
(KZN), where on Wednesday 
night he began a 15-month 
sentence for contempt of 
court.

Police said some of those 
carrying out theft and dama-
ge were taking advantage of 
their anger at Zuma’s impri-
sonment.

The Johannesburg Metro-
politan police department 
(JMPD) said there had been 
looting in the Alexandra town-
ship and Jeppestown suburb. 
The M2 was closed off after 
reports of shots being fired at 

passing vehicles.
Protests were continuing in 

the Hillbrow neighbourhood 
yesterday morning, a JMPD 
spokesperson, Wayne Min-
naar, said.

A KwaZulu-Natal police 
spokesperson, Jay Naicker, 
said that there had also been 
looting in eThekwini, the mu-
nicipality that includes Dur-
ban, and that nine people 
had been arrested, taking the 
number of arrests in the pro-
vince since Friday to 37. “We 
saw a lot of criminals or op-
portunistic individuals trying 

to enrich themselves during 
this period,” he said.

A senior police official in 
Gauteng, the province where 
Johannesburg is located, told 
the public broadcaster SABC: 
“What is happening in Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, there is a link in a 
way with Gauteng.”

Zuma was given the jail 
term for defying an or-
der from the constitutional 
court to give evidence at an 
inquiry that is investigating 
high-level corruption during 
his nine years in power un-
til 2018. He denies that the-

re was widespread corruption 
under his leadership but has 
refused to cooperate with the 
inquiry that was set up in his 
final weeks in office.

Zuma has challenged his 
sentence in the constitutional 
court, partly on the grounds of 
what he says is his frail health 
and the risk of catching Co-
vid-19. That challenge will be 
heard on Monday.

Meanwhile, the Nigerian 
Citizens Association in South 
Africa (NICASA) has urged 
compatriots living in that 
country to take precautions 

while doing business in trou-
bled areas, to avoid destruc-
tion of their goods and pro-
perty.

The President-General of 
NICASA, Mr Benjamin Okoli, 
gave the advice in an interview 
with the News Agency of Nige-
ria (NAN) on Sunday.

According to him, the South 
African arsonists are at it 
again leaving destruction on 
their trails. “Jules Street Jo-
hannesburg has been torched 
by these hoodlums, where 
they had destroyed properties 
of mostly foreign nationals.

Violence Rages In South Africa Over Jailing Of Zuma

Organised Private Sector 
(OPS) in collaboration with 
the federal government will 
offer protection to over nine 
million Nigerian children 
under the At-Risk Children 
Project (ARC-P).

The project will offer pro-

tection to the unprotected 
children who deal daily with 
violence, abuse, neglect, ex-
ploitation and exclusion, the 
special adviser to the presi-
dent on social investments, 
Mrs Maryam Uwais, has 
said.

Uwais while unveiling the 
programme, a strategic na-
tional response to address 
the problem of vulnerable 
children coordinated by her 
office to the Organised Pri-
vate Sector (OPS) in Lagos, 
she said ARC-P's vision is to 

comprehensively address 
cross-cutting concerns of 
at-risk children and provi-
de them with a life of dignity.

In a statement she issu-
ed, Uwais said, "In the fami-
ly and communities, children 
should be fully protected so 

they can survive, grow, learn 
and develop to their fullest 
potential," she said.

The project's mission, 
Uwais added, "is to facilitate 
programmes that will ensu-
re the integration of at-risk 
children and young adults 

by creating opportunities for 
skills and empowerment to 
reduce their vulnerabilities”.

She further disclosed that 
ARC-P would nurture child-
ren with dignity and re-
spect, raise equal citizens 
and bridge the poverty gap.

OPS Partners FG To Protect 9m Children
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Ndume, Moro, Others 
Honoured By Peace 
Corps

Australia Reports First Death 
Of 2021, Highest Daily Cases

EU Has Reached Vaccine 
Target, Says Von der Leyen

COVID-19 
GLOBAL
UPDATE

Australia has announced its first 
coronavirus-related death of the 
year as authorities in the state 
of New South Wales struggle to 
contain an outbreak of the highly 
infectious Delta variant.

The woman in her 90s died 
hours after testing positive for 
COVID-19, officials said yesterday.

Hers is the first death from 
a locally acquired infection in 
Australia this year and came as 
NSW logged a record 77 new cases 
of the virus.

State Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
told reporters that the numbers in 
and around the country’s biggest 
city Sydney, already under a hard 
lockdown, are expected to rise.

“I’ll be shocked if it’s less than 
100 this time tomorrow, of 
additional new cases,” she said.

On Saturday, there were 50 
cases – the previous 2021 record 
high. The recent outbreak stands 
at 566 cases.

Of yesterday’s cases, 33 were 
people who had spent time in 
the community while they were 
infectious, raising the likelihood 
that the three-week lockdown of 
more than five million people in 
Sydney and surroundings will be 
extended.

“Given where we’re at and given 
the lockdown was supposed to be 
lifted on Friday, everybody can tell 
it’s highly unlikely at this stage,” 
Berejiklian said.

The European Union has delivered 
enough coronavirus vaccine doses 
to member states to reach a 
target to fully vaccinate at least 
70 percent of adults in the bloc, 
European Commission chief 
Ursula von der Leyen has said.

Von der Leyen, who had tweeted 
on May 9 that the EU was on track 
to meet its goal of inoculating 
70 percent of adults by summer, 
urged EU countries to increase 
vaccinations and said about 500 
million doses, would be distributed 
across the union by Sunday.

 “The European Union has 
kept its word. This weekend we 
have delivered enough vaccines 
to member states to be in a 
position to vaccinate fully at least 
70 percent of the EU adults this 
month,” von der Leyen said in a 
video statement on Saturday.

“But COVID-19 is not yet 
defeated. We are prepared to 
deliver more vaccines, including 
against new variants,” von der 
Leyen, who faced sharp criticism 
at the start of 2021 for failing 
to ensure companies delivered 
contracted vaccines, said.

The EU joint vaccine purchasing 
scheme, run by the European 
Commission, has delivered 330 
million BioNTech-Pfizer shots, 
100 million AstraZeneca doses, 
50 million from Moderna and 20 
million Johnson & Johnson shots.

BY EJIKE EJIKE, Abuja

The contract for the rehabilitation 
of the Port Harcourt to Maiduguri 
rail tracks has been cancelled and 
set to be re-awarded.

This is even as the minister of 
transportation, Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi, has insisted that local 
contractors must develop their 
capacity before they can be 
awarded rail contracts.

The minister, while explaining 
why the contracts was cancelled 
and ordered to be re-awarded, 
said the quest for local 
contractors to be used is not 
feasible, as most of them do not 
have the prerequisites capacity 
for the job.

Speaking at the weekend 
Amaechi said: “It is good for us 
to buy and equip ourselves with 
made in Nigeria goods, by so 
doing, it will support Nigerian 
producers, that’s the only way our 
economy will become productive.

“I am among those who 
will want to support Nigerian 
engineers and contractors, we 
have tried it in the consulting 
engineers’ sector, we asked 
for five years experience and 
they take photographs of other 
people’s work and attached it, 
so they are not qualified,” he 
stated.

The minister also said going by 
the requirements of companies 
that have acquired experience 

in consultancy over the past five 
years, “Only TEAM will qualify 
because the Lagos-Ibadan rail 
project was supervised by them.

“They also supervised the 
Abuja-Kaduna rail project and 
the Warri-Itakpe rail project 
TEAM also supervised, so they 
are the only company that must 
have done five years.

“Or you want me to bring in 
a Nigerian company when the 
train derails and 50 people die, 
you start calling Amaechi?”

The minister further explained 
that “for me, I will love to get 
in Nigerians but they must be 
qualified, they must meet the 
requirements as approved by 
the Directorate of Railways.”

BY PATRICK OCHOGA, Benin City

It was a bizarre sight for the 
residents of Universal Road, by 
Medical Store Road, Okhoro axis 
of Benin City, Edo State capital, to 
behold as the decomposing body of 
a septuagenarian was discovered in 
an apartment, nine days after her 
death.

The strangest aspect of the sight 
is the fact that two children of the 
deceased, Mrs Agbenese Oshoma, 
aged 78, were in the know of their 
mother’s death but kept the news 

to themselves for the whole nine 
days, until the offensive odour 
from their house forced neighbours 
to barge into the house to behold 
the bloated body of the elderly 
woman.

More bizarre, the two children, 
Grace Osagede, a 60-year old 
woman and her younger sister, 
Theresa Suberu, aged 58, told the 
prying neighbours that they were 
instructed by the Lord not to 
disclose the death of their mother 
to anybody. 

The two children, it was 

gathered, went about their normal 
daily chores inside the house while 
their mother’s corpse laid, rotting 
away as they made no attempt to 
embalm the body since they were 
“instructed by the Lord” not to tell 
anyone.

Neighbours, who initially 
perceived the stench from the 
building, it was further gathered, 
inquired from the two sisters what 
the matter was and the children 
dismissed such enquiries as 
nothing.

When the offensive odour 

became unbearable, the neighbours 
mobilised and barged into the 
building only to discover the 
decomposing body of the woman 
everyone in the neighbourhood 
called “Iye”, or old woman.

When confronted, the older 
sister, Grace, told the people that 
she had instruction from the Lord 
not to disclose the death of their 
mother to anybody, a position that 
was corroborated by her younger 
sister, Theresa, who said her elder 
sister asked her not to tell anyone 
as “instructed by the Lord”.
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BY JONATHAN NDA-ISAIAH, ABUJA AND 
AZA MSUE, Kaduna

Kaduna State government has de-
clared today as a work-free day in 
honour of former deputy gover-
nor Barnabas Yusuf Bala Bantex’s 
memory and service to the state.

A statement issued by the special 
adviser to Governor Nasir el-Rufai 
on media and communication, 
Muyiwa Adekeye, Kaduna State 
government formally announced 
the death of the late former deputy 
governor.

The statement reads: “Archi-
tect Barnabas Bala, who served as 
Deputy Governor of Kaduna State 
from May 2015 to May 2019, died 
today in Abuja. Malam Nasir El-
Rufai has sent a personal message 
of condolence to the family, noting 
that it was a blessing to know Ban-

tex and to work with him. The gov-
ernor acknowledged his commit-
ment to the progress of Kaduna 
State and prayed God to grant him 
peaceful repose and to comfort his 
family.”

Meanwhile, President Muham-
madu Buhari has joined the gov-
ernment and people of Kaduna 
State to mourn the passing of Ar-
chitect Barnabas Yusuf Bala (Ban-
tex), a former deputy governor of 
the state during the first tenure of 
Governor Nasir Ahmed El-Rufai.

President Buhari in a statement 
by his media aide, Garba Shehu be-
lieves that Architect Bantex, a true 
gentleman and consummate pro-
fessional, would be fondly remem-
bered for his many years of distin-
guished service in his home state, 
his patriotism to the nation as well 
as forthrightness in politics.

Some National Assembly members 
including Senators Ali Ndume, 
Abba Moro and House Leader, 
Hon Alhassan Doduwa, were at the 
weekend honoured by the Peace 
Corps of Nigeria (PCN) for their role 
in ensuring peace and stability in 
the country.

The award ceremony was part of 
the activities lined up to mark the 
23rd anniversary/founder’s day 
celebration of the Peace Corps of 
Nigeria in Abuja.

In his anniversary speech, the 
national commandant, PCN, Prof 
Dickson Akoh, said the PCN has 
weathered the storm in its quest to 
realise a Nigeria that is in peace and 
crime free.

Akoh said, the country today, just 
like any other part of the world, is 
passing through unprecedented 
health challenges occasioned by 
COVID-19 pandemic, and that the 
worst of it is the overwhelming 
security challenges of a troubling 
scale.

He said the PCN envisions a 
Nigeria where all young people are 
inspired and equipped to realise 
their ambition.

This, it intends to achieve by 
connecting young people with 
opportunities to transform their 
lives and create a better and peaceful 
society for all.

“This is anchored on the core 
mandate of the Peace Corps, 
which is to develop; empower and 
provide gainful employment for 
the youths; to facilitate peace, 
volunteerism, community services; 
neighbourhood watch and nation-
building.

“Thus, the ideals behind the coming 
into being of the corps shows our 
unwavering commitment to peace 
building, youth re-orientation and 
empowerment,” Akoh stated.

Chairman of the occasion, former 
head of state, General Yakubu 
Gowon, represented by the former 
military governor of Old Bauchi 
State, Major General Chris Garba 
(rtd), hailed the choice of the theme: 
“Rejigging The Security Architecture: 
Imperative For A Second Line Of 
Public Safety: The Nigerian Peace 
Corps perspectives”, and urged the 
youths not to do anything that will 
take the country backward.

Gowon said that in the past 23 
years, the PCN has done well in 
spite of the daunting challenges it 
has faced.

Monday, July 12, 20216  

Appeal Court Dismisses First Bank’s N556m Debt Recovery Suit
BY OLUGBENGA SOYELE, Lagos

The Lagos Division of the Court of 
Appeal has dismissed an appeal filed 
by First Bank of Nigeria Plc seek-
ing recovery of the sum of N556, 
493,034.16 owed it by the defunct 
Lead Merchant Bank Plc.

The appellate court in a unani-
mous judgement held that the pro-
vision of Section 54 of the Banks 
and Other Financial Institutions 
Act (BOFIA) made it clear beyond 
reasonable doubt that deposit liabil-
ities rank in priority over and above 

every other liability of the bank 
where the bank suspends payment 
or is unable to meet its obligations.

In the lead judgement read by 
Justice Gabriel Kolawole, the court 
held that statutory provision has 
conferred priority on deposit liabili-
ties over all other liabilities of the 
bank.

Other members of the panel are 
Justice Joseph Shagbaor Ikyegh 
(presiding) and Justice Ugochukwu 
Anthony Ogakwu respectively.

First Bank had filed the appeal 
against the judgement of Justice 

Ibrahim Buba of the Federal High 
Court in suit number FHC/L/
CS/1662/2016 instituted by the 
bank against the Nigeria Deposit In-
surance Corporation (liquidator of 
Lead Merchant Bank Plc).

The facts of the suit are that prior 
to the revocation of the banking li-
cence of Lead Merchant Limited, 
the bank became indebted to the 
appellant (First Bank of Nigeria) 
under a clearing and settlement 
banking transaction and the out-
standing indebtedness stood at 
N556,493,034.16.

Bantex

The president also affirmed that 
the former deputy governor, who 
served as chairman of Kaura local 
government council and member 
representing Kaura federal constit-
uency in the House of Representa-
tives, was a potent voice on peace, 
stability and progress at the state 
and national level.



Bandits Have Taken Education In North 20 Years Back

Abdulsalami

 FROM PAGE 4

Panic As Bandits Kidnap Emir Of Kajuru In Kaduna
including women and child-
ren.

"I have chosen to write 
through this medium, first, 
due to the fact that my ear-
lier letters which touched on 
insecurity were not acknow-
ledged; secondly, to draw the 
attention of our silent re-
presentatives, Hon Samu-
el Uban Kato, Hon. Ishaku 
Chawaza, Hon Yakubu Bar-
de, and Sen. Uba Sani, to 
their glaring nonchalant at-
titude since the escalation of 
the events around their con-
stituencies, and the federal 
government for their hand-
ling of the security challen-
ges, with a whole minister 
calling on people to defend 
themselves!

"I do agree that, with fe-
wer than 150,000 milita-
ry personnel on active duty 
and fewer than 450,000 on 
police roster and probab-
ly fewer than 30,000 on the 
Directorate of State  Ser-
vices (DSS) and other secu-
rity personnel, the country is 
undermanned based on our 
land mass and population. I 
do also agree that our equip-
ment are inadequate.

"However, I do not agree 
that these gangs operating in 
the country freely outmatch 
the security personnel and 
the equipment we have.

"I may agree with Malan 
Nasir on non-payment of 
ransom to kidnappers. Ho-
wever, government has a re-
sponsibility to act whenever 
there is a situation. Bu to do 

nothing in an adverse situa-
tion has no place in gover-
nance.

“People held captive must 
be freed. There is no excu-
se and no explanation for 
anything else, (especially) if 
Americans can come and res-
cue one soul in our land and 
we cannot rescue hundreds.  

"Our nation is under siege. 
Each state should have a War 
or Big Crime Situation Office 
to combat this menace. Ex-
cept for North East that is 
facing Boko Haram, 10,000 
(personnel) assigned person-
nel each for Kaduna, Katsina, 
Zamfara, Niger and Kebbi to 
work in synergy should elimi-
nate this threat. The person-
nel that are stationed most-
ly in and around flash points 
in these areas should have, by 
now, gathered enough intel-
ligence for effective combat," 
parts of his open letter read.

 Gunmen Abduct College 
Provost In Zamfara

Similarly, gunmen abduc-
ted the provost of the Colle-
ge of Agriculture and Animal 
Science, Bakura, Zamafara 
State, in the early hours of 
Sunday.

The elder brother of the 
provost, Mallam Nasiru Mai-
nasara, confirmed the inci-
dent to Channels TV via te-
lephone.

According to him, the gun-
men attacked the Provost’s 
residence at the quarters of 
the Government Science Se-
condary School, Bakura, at 
about 2am.

Mainasara said the issue 

had been reported to the Po-
lice and the Department of 
State Services (DSS).

 Middle Belt Forum 
Seeks Emergency Rule in 
Kaduna

Meanwhile, the Middle 
Belt Forum (MBF) says it is 
deeply worried by the ugly se-
curity situation in the coun-
try, especially Kaduna State, 
and called on President Mu-
hammadu Buhari to declare 
a state of emergency in the 
state. 

According to the Middle 
Belt Forum, the rising spate 
of insecurity has continued 
to degenerate on a daily ba-
sis with communities across 
various local governments in 
Kaduna State under unen-
ding severe attacks resulting 
in mass kidnappings, grueso-
me massacres, raping of wo-
men and destruction of pro-
perty.

A statement issued by the 
national president of the 
MBF, Dr Pogu Bitrus, said 
the incessant kidnappings 
was made worse by huge pa-
yments of ransom to secure 
the release of abducted per-
sons and displacement of 
thousands of people from 
their homelands.

"Arising from the glaring 
failures by Governor el-Rufai 
to protect lives and property, 
the MBF is calling on Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari to 
declare a state of emergency 
on Kaduna State as the go-
vernor has shown gross in-
capacity to maintain peace.

"We call on security forces 

to create necessary synergies 
with attacked communities 
through the establishment 
of local vigilante groups to 
track down these criminals 
that have declared war on 
our people.

"While the above scenario 
has become the new norm in 
Kaduna State, the political 
authorities seem either in-
capable of dealing with the-
se security challenges or deli-
berately unwilling to stop the 
recurring bloody tide head-
on, thereby suggesting com-
plicity on their part.

"More worrisome is the 
fact that attacks by these kil-
ler herdsmen and Fulani kid-
nappers on defenceless com-
munities have led to massive 
displacement of people from 
their ancestral lands, thereby 
creating a catastrophic huma-
nitarian crisis situation and 
rendering farmers unable to 
access their farmlands for ag-
ricultural activities,” the MBF 
said.

The group lamented that 
current attacks on schools 
have also led to the withdra-
wal of pupils and students 
from schools or outright clos-
ure of such schools, with ne-
gative consequences of these 
on education and food securi-
ty only to be imagined.

"On the other hand, kid-
nappers have taken over all 
the routes linking Kaduna 
State to other parts of the 
country where they have 
continued to unleash terror 
on road users. These crimi-
nals are not only engaged in 
abducting farmers from their 

farmlands, but have also re-
sorted to breaking homes at 
night to abduct people. Some-
times, members of an entire 
family are kidnapped and her-
ded into the forest where rela-
tives of victims are forced to 
pay unimaginable amounts 
of money in ransom. Often 
times, some abducted per-
sons are killed even after 
such ransoms are paid. This 
trend has triggered massive 
relocation of residents who 
now abandon homes they 
had built with retirement 
entitlements and now squat 
in crowded neighborhoods 
only waiting to be further in-
vaded,"  the MBF said.

The group said in recent in-
stances, two nurses were ab-
ducted from the Idon Gene-
ral Hospital in Kajuru LGA 
of Kaduna State on April 22, 
2021 were released after pa-
yment of N10 million to the 
kidnappers.

"On Monday July 5, 2021, 
these daredevil kidnappers 
who have become brazen also 
launched an attack on the Na-
tional Tuberculosis and Le-
prosy Centre in Zaria whe-
re they abducted 10 persons, 
including five nurses, infants 
and their mothers.

"On May 21 2021, about 77 
members of the Libere com-
munity (including women 
and children) in Kajuru LGA 
were abducted when they re-
turned to their ancestral land 
after taking refuge in an Inter-
nally Displaced Persons (IDP) 
camp since May 2020. This in-
cident has never had any men-
tion from the regular security 

updates routinely issued by the 
government of Kaduna State. 
As it stands, the abductors are 
demanding N350 million as 
ransom.

"At the weekend, Warka vil-
lage in Zangon Kataf LGA was 
attacked and nine persons, in-
cluding four children, three 
women were killed just as no 
fewer than 13 homes were 
completely razed down. Be-
fore the weekend, Kiboro vil-
lage in the same local govern-
ment area came under attack 
on Wednesday. A widow and 
her three children were slaugh-
tered by the murderers.

"Again, on Friday June 21, 
2021, Ungwan Madaki com-
munity in Chikun LGA, an 
outskirts of Kaduna, was attac-
ked by these cold-blooded cri-
minals who killed two persons 
and kidnapped 26 others, in-
cluding infants. Four of the vic-
tims have been killed over in-
ability to pay the ransom, while 
22 persons are still languishing 
in the den of their captors.

"The most worrisome is the 
attitude of Governor Nasir 
Ahmad el-Rufai towards tack-
ling the security challenges 
confronting the state. While he 
has refused to negotiate with 
kidnappers, he has also not 
done anything to secure the-
se weak communities against 
further attacks on vulnerable 
communities. More than any-
time, Governor el-Rufai has 
continued to provoke bandits 
through unguarded utteran-
ces that have further enraged 
them to unleash more terror 
attacks on various commu-
nities," the statement added.

BY ABU NMODU Minna

Former military head 
of state, General Abdul-
salami Abubakar, has de-
scribed as heartless the 
spate of kidnapping and 
banditry on school chil-
dren across the northern 
states, saying the develop-
ment has taken education 
back by 20 years.

He stated this when he 
received the Niger State 
chairman of the Cam-
paign for Democracy and 
Human Rights Advocacy, 
Comrade Abdullahi Mo-
hammed Jabi, on a cour-
tesy visit at his Uphill res-

idence in Minna, Niger 
State capital.

General Abdulsalami 
described the action of 
those behind the kidnap-
ping of children from their 
schools as wicked and god-
less, praying that God will 
touch their hearts to stop 
the nefarious activities.

He said the incessant ac-
tivities of the bandits was 
a setback to educational 
and socio-economic de-
velopment of the north.

“These people don't even 
fear God.  These people 
don't know what they are 
doing; their actions have 
taken education, especial-

ly in the northern part of 
the country 20 years back. 
I hope they will realise this 
and stop what they are do-
ing," he declared  

He reiterated that the 
kidnappers and their col-
laborators are oblivious 
of the destruction on the 
economy and the educa-
tion of the North, insist-
ing that some heartless 
people keep kidnapping 
people, especially school 
children “as if these peo-
ple don’t have their own 
children."

Apparently referring 
to the recent abduction 

of Tanko Salihu Islami-
yya school Tegina pupils, 
he said: "I wonder if they 
will like their children to 
be treated the way they 
are treating other peo-
ple's children in the name 
of a money-making ven-
ture. I hope and believe 
that God will touch their 
hearts one day to stop this 
wicked act.

"I know we are facing se-
rious security challenges 
in the country and I want 
to appeal to Nigerians to 
let’s join hands and fight 
these common enemies of 
the people." 

BY EJIKE EJIKE, Abuja

Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Relat-
ed Offences Commission 
(ICPC) will today arraign 
the former surveyor-gen-

eral of the federation, Eb-
isintei Awudu, before an 
Abuja High Court.

The absence of Awudu 
and his counsel in court 
last Monday stalled pro-
ceedings in the case.

The trial judge of Feder-
al High Court, Maitama, 
Abuja, Justice Olusegun 
Adeniyi, had adjourned 
the case and ordered the 
former surveyor-general 
of the federation to appear 

before the court today.
Awuru is alleged to have 

awarded multiple con-
tracts worth over N2 bil-
lion to a company he was 
a director and sharehold-
er as well as a relation and 

associates.
He is also alleged to have 

received over N300 million 
as gratification from a con-
tractor handling and exe-
cuting different contracts 
for the Office of Surveyor-

General of the Federation, 
which is an offence con-
trary to Section (10) (a) (i) 
and punishable under Sec-
tion 10 (a) (ii) of the Cor-
rupt Practices and Other 
Related Offences Act 2000.

Alleged N2bn Graft: ICPC Arraigns Former Surveyor-General Today

7Monday July 12, 2021 @leadershipNGALeadership Newspaperswww.leadership.ng



Monday, July 12, 20218  

What was your attraction to trading 
in Treasury Bills?

I attended a seminar sometimes ago 
where someone explained the investment opportu-
nities in fixed income securities. He said treasury 
bills are short-term securities issued at a discount 
for a tenor ranging from 91 to 364 days, such that 
the income received is the difference between the 
purchase price and the amount received at matu-
rity or prior to the sale.

The attraction for me in T-Bills is that my profit is 
guaranteed although it might be small. I can collect 
the interest upfront or decide to take it at the ma-
turity stage. It is also easy to invest in, all I need is 
to go to my bank and authorize my banker to move 
funds from my account into T-Bills investment.

How have you been making money from Tre-
asury Bills?

It was very attractive for me when the interest 
rate was about 15 per cent. I usually invest for lon-
ger tenor at more than 180 days. Any money - spa-
re money during the period of time, I push them 
into T-Bills. I believe that any money not invested 
will depreciate with inflation.

There was a time I formed an investment club 
and promised to give people some interest on their 
money if they save them with me. A lot of people 
kept their money with me and I invested them in 
T-Bills. I made some profits and still return their 
money with some interests. So, it was a win-win 
situation.

 
What are the attractions now that interests 

are low?
I was discouraged at first when the interest on 

T-Bills was reduced by the Central Bank of Nige-
ria. It came to about 1 per cent at a time. What I do 
now is that I invest for longer tenor like 364 days. 
It is still better than just leaving my money in my 
bank accounts.

 What do you say to those who don't see 
reason(s) to invest in Treasury Bills?

 T-Bills to me is one of the elementary forms of 
investing. The risk in it is minimal that is why it is 
called fixed income securities. You will know your 
interests at the point of investing. Your returns on 
investment is guaranteed. Your yield(interest) on 
the T-Bills investment is redeemable upfront, you 
can decide to automatically reinvest it for a high-
er income. The yield or Income on the investment 
is very competitive with returns on other money 
market instruments of similar maturities.

The securities have zero-default risk. The yield on 
investment is tax-free. The securities can be used 
as collateral for short-term borrowing from banks.  
The Treasury Bill can be traded on the stock ex-
change.

Gains Of Investing In Treasury Bills

on the money
@leadershipNGALeadership Newspaperswww.leadership.ng

BY MARK ITSIBOR, ABUJA

In a world of financial insecurity, especially, as vul-
nerable as that of an average private sector employ-
ee in Nigeria, investment is a crucial way to build fi-
nancial buffers and secure your future. Investing' is 
more than building rainy day savings. It is the poten-
tial for healthy long term returns and beat inflation.

Every income earner (no matter how little) can in-
vest in securities even with the smallest amount of 
funds in his/her disposal. Government bills, notes, 
and bonds, also known as Treasuries, are considered 
the safest investments in the world and are backed by 
the government, according to the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. Brokers sell these investments 
in N100 increments, or you can buy them yourself at 
the banks.

The reward for taking on risk is the potential for a 
greater investment return. The fluctuations of invest-
ment returns without sacrificing too much potenti-
al gain is another encouraging factor. In this article, 
we pick Treasury Bills as an investment of choice for 
some Nigerians, with a focus on how they are making 
money from investing in Treasury Bills. Treasury Bill 
a short term investment securities issued by govern-
ments to finance national borrowing requirements.

A Nigerian journalist and investor, Bayo Amodu de-
scribed it as one of the elementary forms of investing 
with minimal risk, a reason it is called fixed income se-
curities. As an investor in the security, you will know 
your interests at the point of investing. Your returns 
on investment is guaranteed. Your yield (interest) on 
the T-Bills investment is redeemable upfront, you can 
decide to automatically reinvest it for a higher income. 
The yield or Income on the investment is very com-
petitive with returns on other money market instru-
ments of similar maturities.

Mr Amodu said investing in T-Bills “is still better 
than just leaving my money in my bank accounts,” de-
spite some of the discouraging factor of high inflati-
on and current low interest rate on T-Bills.

But what is the attraction to T-Bills? “The attrac-
tion for me in T-Bills is that my profit is guaranteed 
although it might be small. I can collect the interest 
upfront or decide to take it at the maturity stage. It 
is also easy to invest in, all I need is to go to my bank 
and authorize my banker to move funds from my ac-

count into T-Bills investment,” Mr Amodu in an in-
teraction with this reporter.

T-Bill is a short term negotiable bill of exchange 
used by governments to help finance national bor-
rowing requirements. It is quoted for purchase/sale 
in the secondary market on an annual percentage 
yield to maturity and usually issued at discount. Tre-
asury bills are short-term sovereign debt securities 
maturing in one year or less. They are sold at a dis-
count and redeemed at par. These bills are by na-
ture, the most liquid money market securities and 
are backed by the guarantee of the Federal Govern-
ment of a nation. The Federal Government of Nige-
ria, through the Central Bank of Nigeria, issues Ni-
gerian Treasury Bills to provide short-term funding 
for government budget deficit.

Amodu has companion in John Obofe said invest-
ment in Treasury Bills is one that is rewarding, sta-
ting that no matter the low value of the investment 
securities, the risk remains under its gains. In Tre-
asury Bills, returns on investment is guaranteed. 
“Your yield(interest) on the T-Bills investment is re-
deemable upfront, you can decide to automatically 
reinvest it for a higher income. The yield or Income 
on the investment is very competitive with returns 
on other money market instruments of similar ma-
turities.”

Investors can purchase treasury bills at a bank, 
through a dealer or stock broker, or online from a web-
site of Securities vendors. The bills are usually issu-
ed through an auction bidding process, which occurs 
weekly or monthly. Treasury bills are now issued only 
in electronic form, though they used to be paper bills.

The treasury bills are usually issued through a com-
petitive bidding process, quoted and traded on FMDQ 
OTC securities exchange and Nigerian stock exchange 
platforms, among others.

Government treasury bills can be procured by indi-
viduals at a discount to the face value of the security 
and are redeemed at their nominal value, thereby al-
lowing investors to pocket the difference.

Any member of the public can invest in the Nige-
ria Treasury bills; individuals, corporate organisati-
ons (private and public), institutions (private and pu-
blic), commercial banks, discount houses, and stock 
brokers. Investing in treasury bills is by auction Sub-
scriptions at the market for 91,182, 365 and 730 days.

Your Returns On Investment Is 
Guaranteed In T-Bills - Amodu



Nigeria Needs Prayers To 
Overcome Challenges 
– Omo-Agege

Why North Should 
Retain Presidency In 
2023 – Ex-Rep

Group Commends 
Defence Headquarters 
On Veterans’ Training FCC, Group Differ 

On Discrepancies In 
Chairman’s Certificates

BY BODE GBADEBO, Abuja

Deputy senate president, 
Ovie Omo-Agege, has said 
that Nigeria needs prayers 
to overcome its current 
challenges.

He spoke yesterday 
at the first session of the 
5th Synod of the Diocese 
of Sapele (Anglican 
Communion), Okpe 
Archdeaconry. Omo-Agege 
called on Nigerians not to 
despair over the challenges 
confronting the nation.

According to a statement 
by Omo-Agege’s media 
adviser, Yomi Odunuga, 
the event, which held at St. 
John’s Anglican Church, 
Orerokpe, Delta State, was 
graced by the governor 
of Delta State, Dr. Ifeanyi 
Okowa; the lawmaker 
representing Ughelli North/
Ughelli South/Udu Federal 
Constituency, Rev. Francis 
Waive; former commissioner 
for housing, Chief Paulinus 
Akpeki; chief of staff to the 
Deputy President of the 
Senate, Dr. Otive Igbuzor, 
among others.

Speaking on the theme, 
“The Lord is my strength 
and stronghold”, the deputy 
president of the senate 
urged the church to continue 
to pray for the country.

BY TUNDE OGUNTOLA, Abuja

A non-governmental 
organisation, Youth and 
Leadership Initiative 
Group (LYGEL), has 
raised the alarm over 
discrepancies in the 
certificate of the executive 
chairman of the Federal 
Character Commission 
(FCC), Hajia Muheeba 
Dankaka.

The director of Legal 
and Compliance, Olalekan 
Idowu Oladipo, berated the 
Senate and Department 
of State Services (DSS) 
for lack of due diligence 
in their screening of the 
FCC chairman’s certificate 
amidst the inconsistency.

Oladipo also said 
no decent system 
should condone such 
inconsistency.

Responding to the 
allegation, the special 
assistant on General 
Services to the FCC 
executive chairman, 
Abdulahi Adamu Idris, 
called on the general public 
to discountenance the 
ill-conceived allegations 
levelled against the 
executive chairman of the 
commission, saying they 
are not factual.

BY CHIBUZO UKAIBE, Abuja

All Progressives Congress 
(APC) chieftain and former 
member of the House 
of Representatives, who 
represented Yagba Federal 
Constituency of Kogi 
State, Hon Karimi Sunday, 
yesterday said the North 
should retain the presidency 
in 2023 in the interest of 
equity and justice.

The former lawmaker, 
in a statement in Abuja, 
said since the 1999 power 
rotation agreement 
between North and South 
has ended in the North, it 
must restart with the North 
retaining it.

He urged the political 
class to key into the smooth 
arrangement on ground 
and not overheat the 
system with what he called 
“unnecessary controversy 
as to which part of the 
country should produce the 
next president.”

The 17 governors under 
the aegis of Southern 
Governors’ Forum had 
resolved, at a meeting in 
Lagos two weeks ago, that 
Nigeria’s next president 
must come from the South.

BY JONATHAN NDA- ISAIAH, 
Abuja

North-East Peoples Forum 
has commended the Defence 
Headquarters (DHQ) for 
the recent three-day skill 
acquisition training for retired 
military veterans.

The training held in Gombe 
from June 23 to June 25, 
2021, was organised sequel 
to the chief of defence staff 
directives to train veterans in 
various skills to enable them 
engage in productive ventures 
rather than being tempted to 
avail their military skills to 
undeserving elements.

The exercise which was 
hitch-free was conducted 
in collaboration with the 
Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council and the Small and 
Medium Development 
Agency.

The North-East group in 
a statement at the weekend 
welcomed the training, saying 
it was the proper thing to do.

The group said stopping 
the North-East crisis should 
be a collaborative effort.

The statement signed by 
the group’s President, Waziri 
Gombe said “We appreciate 
the Defence Headquarters for 
this training. Definitely, it will 
reduce the lure for criminality 
by the veterans, because 
an idle mind is the devil’s 
workshop.”

Virgin Galactic Rocket Ship Touches Down After Soaring To Space

FG Moves Against Business Failures, Unemployment

A Virgin Galactic spaceship 
carrying Richard Branson 
has safely touched down 
after soaring to the edge of 
space yesterday in a voyage 
the British billionaire 
called an “experience of a 
lifetime”.

The VSS Unity vessel 
reached a peak altitude of 
about 85km (53 miles), 
beyond the boundary of 
space according to the 
United States, allowing the 

passengers to experience 
weightlessness and admire 
the Earth’s curvature.

“Congratulations to all 
our wonderful team at 
Virgin Galactic for 17 years 
of hard work to get us this 
far,” Branson said during a 
live feed, as the spaceship 
glided back to Spaceport 
America in New Mexico.

Touchdown occurred 
about 9:40am local time 
(15:40 GMT), about an 

hour after takeoff.
Al Jazeera’s Rob 

Reynolds, reporting from 
Sierra County, New Mexico 
said the operation was 
carried out “flawlessly”.

Yesterday’s launch of 
the VSS Unity passenger 
rocket plane marked the 
company’s 22nd test 
flight of its SpaceShipTwo 
system and its fourth 
crewed mission beyond 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

It was also the first to 
carry a full complement 
of space travellers – two 
pilots and four “mission 
specialists” – Branson 
among them.

A week away from his 
71st birthday, Branson 
and his crewmates walked 
onto the tarmac waving 
to a throng of onlookers 
before boarding the Unity 
rocket plane parked at 
the end of a taxiway. 

BY FELIX IGBEKOYI, Asaba

Federal government is 
determined to tackle 
business failures and 
unemployment through 
Basic Business Training 
(BBT) for the Small 
Scale Enterprises (SSE) 
Department.

 The acting director-
general, National 

Directorate of Employment 
(NDE), Mallam Abubakar 
Fikpo, stated this in Asaba 
at the weekend on the 
occasion of the opening 
ceremony of the BBT in 
order to empower youths 
through the activities of 
National Directorate of 
Employment.

He said the SSE was 
one of the four core 

programmes of the NDE 
designed to inculcate 
entrepreneurial spirit 
among the unemployed 
graduates of tertiary 
institutions, artisans and 
other interested persons 
to prevent business 
failure.

Represented by 
the director, Rural 
Employment Promotion, 

Dr Michael Mbata,  he 
said over the years, the 
NDE had continued to 
reposition itself to meet 
the various challenges 
and changing posture of 
unemployment which 
included a constant 
update of data, facts, 
and factors related to 
the unemployment 
phenomenon.

NJC, Appeal Court President Charge Judges On Dedication
BY KUNLE OLASANMI, Abuja

Deputy chairman of the 
National Judicial Council 
(NJC), Justice Mary Peter-
Odili and the president 
of the Court of Appeal 
(PCA), Justice Monica 
Dongban-Mensem, have 
called on judges in the 
country to be diligent and 
committed to duty in view 
of their strategic roles in the 

sustenance of the nation’s 
democracy.

Justices Peter-Odili and 
Dongban-Mensem spoke 
in Abuja at a dinner and 
night of tributes held by the 
National Industrial Court of 
Nigeria (NICN) in honour of 
Justice Kenneth Ikechukwu 
Amadi, the first judge of the 
court to be elevated to the 
Court of Appeal.

Peter-Odili, who led a 

number of justices of the 
Supreme Court to the event 
described Justice Amadi as 
a diligent and committed 
judge.

Describing him as 
a brother, Peter-Odili 
recalled how Amadi, as the 
chairman of the Mbaise 
branch of the Nigerian 
Bar Association (NBA), 
honoured her late father 
by naming the branch’s Bar 

Centre after him (her late 
father).

The Chief Judge of the 
Federal High Court, Justice 
John Tsoho, who described 
Amadi as an ambassador 
the NICN at the Court of 
Appeal, urged him to justify 
the confidence reposed in 
him and advised that he 
should not detach himself 
from his root, being the 
NICN.

FCT minister, Malam 
Muhammad Musa 
Bello (right), receiving 
the APC Membership 
Registration/Revali-
dation Committee’s 
report from the 
chairman, Alhaji Umar 
Sanda Garba, in Abuja 
at the weekend.

BY TUNDE OGUNTOLA, Abuja

A rights organisation, 
the Socio-Economic 
Rights and Accountability 
Project (SERAP), has 
asked the Federal High 
Court in Abuja to order 
the Revenue Mobilisation 
Allocation and Fiscal 
Commission (RMAFC) 
and the National Salaries, 
Incomes and Wages 
Commission (NSIWC) 

to review downward 
the remuneration and 
allowances of President 
Muhammadu Buhari, Vice-
President Yemi Osinbajo, 
36 governors and members 
of the National Assembly.

The group said this 
should be done by the 
duo by performing their 
statutory functions.

SERAP in a suit number 
FHC/ABJ/CS/658/2021 
filed last Friday sought 

“an order of mandamus 
to direct and compel 
the RMAFC to send its 
downward review of 
the remuneration and 
allowances of these high-
ranking public office holders 
and recommendations to 
the National Assembly 
for appropriate remedial 
and legislative action, 
as provided for by the 
Nigerian Constitution 
1999 (as amended).

SERAP said slashing 
jumbo pay for these high-
ranking political office-
holders would reduce 
the unfair pay disparity 
between political officer 
holders and judicial officers.

The rights organisation 
said addressing the 
persistent poor treatment 
of judges would improve 
access of victims of 
corruption to justice and 
effective remedies.

SERAP Sues PMB, Govs, NASS Members Over Jumbo Allowances

NATIONAL NEWS 9Monday July 12, 2021 @leadershipNGALeadership Newspaperswww.leadership.ng



APC Group 
Opposes Indefinite 
Postponement 
Of Congresses, 
Convention

FCTA Demolishes 
Illegal Hostels, 
Motels Near 
UniAbuja

BY FRANCIS OKOYE, 
Maiduguri

An All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 
Concerned Youth Forum 
has kicked against the 
postponement of the 
party’s congresses and 
national convention 
indefinitely.

The ruling All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) had shifted the 
timeline for the conduct 
of its congresses and 
national convention 
through a letter the party 
sent to the Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission (INEC). And 
in the letter, the ruling 
party did not fix any 
date for the postponed 
exercises.

Thus, speaking at a press 
conference in Maiduguri 
on Sunday, the Secretary 
of the APC Youth Forum 
in Borno State, Umar 
Yakubu Bwala , said the 
sit-tight syndrome is in 
favour of party excos 
clamouring for extension 
of their tenure.

BY IGHO OYOYO, Abuja

Federal Capital Territory 
Administration (FCTA) has 
demolished over 137 illegal 
blocks of hostels, motels, 
and other structures at Iddo 
Sarki, a community next 
to the University of Abuja’s 
main campus.

A combined team of the 
FCT ministerial committee 
on City Sanitation, the 
Department of Development 
Control, the Department of 
Security Services, and other 
relevant agencies carried out 
the exercise yesterday, under 
the directive of the FCT 
minister, Mohammad Bello, 
to remove all contraventions 
and illegality from the 
nation’s capital.

The chairman of the 
Ministerial Committee on 
City Sanitation, Comrade 
Ikharo Attah, said the FCT 
Minister was enraged by 
people’s repeated disregard 
for warnings to stay away 
from local chiefs who have 
no authority to sell lands 
or transfer any valid title 
to buyers of such land, 
according to the provisions 
of the Land Use Act.

Attah said that the exercise 
was a fast intervention to 
avoid further distorting the 
city’s growth plans and to 
save desperate businessmen 
and women from financial 
ruin.

NDLEA Intercepts N6.5bn Heroin At Lagos Airport
BY EJIKE EJIKE, Abuja

Operatives of the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency have 
intercepted a consignment of 
26.150 kilogrammes of heroin 
with a street value of over 
N6.5billion at the SAHCO shed 
of the Murtala Mohammed 
International Airport, MMIA, 
Ikeja, Lagos.

The illicit drug had arrived 

Lagos in 25 parcels from South 
Africa through an Airpeace 
Airline flight on June 30, 
2021 and was detained for 
screening following reasonable 
suspicion of the content of the 
consignment.

A follow up operation was 
subsequently carried out the 
following day, July 1, when 
narcotic officers of the MMIA 
command trailed the driver 

and a clearing agent that 
were assigned to deliver the 
consignment to the house of a 
suspected baron in Lagos.

During the follow up 
operation, the suspect fled 
his home before the arrival of 
the team of operatives who 
stormed his residence.

They were, however, able to 
search his home and recover 
a number of documents to 

establish his true identity.
NDLEA spokesperson, Femi 

Babafemi, said following the 
development, the chairman/
chief executive of NDLEA, 
Brig. Gen. Mohamed Buba 
Marwa (retd) has directed that 
the fleeing suspect, Tony Chidi 
Onwurolu be declared wanted 
immediately and his details 
submitted to Interpol for 
tracking across the world.

BY JONATHAN NDA- ISAIAH, 
Abuja 

President Muhammadu 
Buhari has congratulated 
the doyen of medical 
practice and first 
professor of medicine 
in Nigeria, professor 
emeritus Theophilus 
Oladipo Ogunlesi, who 
turns 98th, today.

The president in a 
statement issued by his 

media aide. Garba Shehu, 
recognised Professor 
Ogunlesi’s contributions 
to the growth of 
medicine, especially 
by spearheading the 
training of generations 
of Nigerians many 
of whom became 
vice chancellors of 
universities, ministers of 
health and distinguished 
medical professionals in 
Nigeria and across the 

globe.
Buhari thanked 

Ogunlesi for giving the 
best of his life for the 
service of his immediate 
family, the Nigerian 
nation, and the medical 
profession across the 
world.

He felicitated with the 
entire Ogunlesi family 
and prayed for the 
professor emeritus’ good 
health, the grace of God, 

and more years of service 
to Nigeria and humanity.

Buhari also felicitated 
with Aren Eggon, Dr. 
Bala Abaine Angbazo, 
on his 40th anniversary 
on the throne, joining 
all council of chiefs and 
indigenes to celebrate 
with the royal father, 
whose visionary 
leadership continues 
to sustain peace in the 
community.

BY ABU NMODU, Minna.  

Only eight convictions were 
secured out of 133 rape cases 
reported in Niger State within 
one year, brief on Gender-
based Violence (GBV) of the 
state has revealed.

The brief on GBV obtained 
by LEADERSHIP at the 
weekend indicated that less 
than 10 per cent conviction 
was secured by the authorities 
on the reported cases of rape.

The brief prepared by 
the GBV Management 

Committee of the state 
headed by the wife of the 
governor, Dr Amina Abubakar 
Sani Bello, also disclosed 
that  eight convictions 
were secured out of 77 
prosecutions while 60 cases 
were treated  and completed.

Consequently, the 
Niger State Management 
Committee on Gender-
Based Violence (GBV), has 
commenced engagement of 
traditional leaders to support 
victims of Gender-Based 
violence in the state.

PMB Congratulates Ogunlesi At 90, Aren Eggon

Niger Records 133 Rape Cases In 1 Year
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UN Deputy Scribe 
Rates Nigeria 
High On SDGs 
Implementation
BY IGHO OYOYO, Abuja

Deputy Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, 
Amina Mohammed, has 
described as exceptional 
the implementation of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals in Nigeria.

In a statement signed 
by Rotimi Ajayi, head of 
communications (OSSAP-
SDGs), the UN deputy 
scribe, gave the accolades 
during a high-level visit 
to the office of the Senior 
Special Assistant to the 
President on SDGs.

Mohammed noted that 
the Presidential Adviser 
on SDGs, Princess Adejoke 
Orelope-Adefulire, had 
demonstrated unusual 
leadership in steering the 
implementation of the 
SDGs in Nigeria.

“What the SSAP-SDGs 
has been able to do, is to 
build on foundations that 
have been laid – that’s 
unusual leadership. It 
recognises that there was 
history and that there are 
things which have been 
done which Nigerians are 
benefitting from. 

Kano Cleric Abduljabbar Apologises Over Preaching
 BY ABDULLAHI YAKUBU, Kano

A Kano State-based 
Islamic preacher, Sheikh 
Abduljabbar Sheihkh 
Nasiru Kabara, who was 
recently accused by some 
Islamic Ulamas in the 
state for his blasphemous 
comments against the 
Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) has apologised.

In an audio message 
trending on the social 
media yesterday in Kano, 
Kabara said if all he had 

been accused of were 
originated by him not 
drawn from the books oral 
tradition thus Hadith of 
the Prophet he would not 
hesitate to say sorry to the 
Ummah.

According to him, if what 
he has been accused of is 
directly coming from his 
imagination not written in 
the books of Hadith, then 
he admits committing a 
grievous mistake which 
calls for urgent repentance 
and or punishment.”

Kabara urged all the 
Muslim Ummah to rise 
up and make a good 
cleansing of the mess being 
infiltrated into the religion 
of Islam by enemies of the 
religion.

In an Interview with 
Hausa BBC Service 
Abduljabar was quoted as 
saying “he apologise for 
all his negative comments 
based on the advice given 
to him by his disciples.

Reports indicate that the 
preacher decided to tender 

the apology when some of 
his disciples advised him to 
do so.

 The state government 
had shut his mosque at 
Filing Mushe in Gwale local 
government area of the 
state and equally organised 
a heated debate between 
the cleric and some notable 
Islamic scholars in the state 
on the 10th of July 2021 
where he failed to answer 
all the questions tabled 
before him claiming lack of 
enough time for him.

Eid-el-Kabir Holds 
July 20
The Sultan of Sokoto and 
President General, Nigerian 
Supreme Council for Islamic 
Affairs (NSCIA), Alhaji Sa’ad 
Abubakar III, has declared 
Sunday, July 11, as the first 
day of Dhul-Hijja 1442AH.

This is contained in a 
statement issued yesterday 
by Prof. Sambo Junaidu, 
chairman, Advisory 
Committee on Religious 
Affairs, Sultanate Council, 
Sokoto.

With the declaration 
by the Sultan, Nigerian 
Muslims will observe 
the 2021 Eid-el-Kabir on 
Tuesday, July 20, which is 
equivalent to 10th of Dhul-
Hijja 1442AH

“The Sultanate Council 
Advisory Committee 
on Religious Affairs in 
conjunction with the National 
Moon Sighting Committee on 
Saturday received reports on 
the sighting of the crescent of 
Dhul-Hijja 1442AH.

“The Sultan accepted 
the report and accordingly 
declared Sunday, July 11, as 
the first day of Dhul-Hijja 
1442AH,” he said.  

Participants at a training on fish and snail farming facilitated by Xploits Consulting Ltd and Access Bank in Makurdi, Benue State.
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Niger Govt Engages More Consultants For General Hospitals

Governor Sule Tasks Nasarawa Ethnic Nationalities On Peace

Court Convicts 10 For Stealing 
Transformers

BY ABU NMODU, Minna

Niger State governor 
Abubakar Sani Bello said 
his administration would 
continue to improve the 
welfare of doctors in the 
state to ensure good and 
efficient service delivery 
in the health sector as he 
engages more consultants 
for the general hospitals.

The governor stated this 
in Minna at the memorial 
lecture and book launch 
in honour of one time 
commissioner for health, the 
late Dr Ibrahim Babaminin 
Sule, who died about a year 

ago.
Governor Sani Bello who 

spoke at the event organised 
by the Islamic Medical 
Association of Nigeria 
(IMAN) Niger State chapter 
added that the efforts of his 
administration in the sector 
is evident such that the 
Minna General Hospital that 
was hitherto having only 
two consultants now has 
33 alongside other medical 
innovations in the state.

He described late Dr Sule 
as a man of integrity, honesty 
and a true professional who 
was dedicated in his service 
to God and humanity, hence, 

he named the ongoing 
special ward at the Minna 
General Hospital after the 
late Dr Babaminin Sule.

While going down 
memory lane, Governor Sani 
Bello, said he had known 
the late Doctor as a former 
cabinet member and based 
on merit he appointed him 
to head a committee to 
reform the health sector 
by investigating unethical 
practices leading to deaths 
both at public and private 
hospitals, check quacks, 
diversion of patients from 
public to private hospitals 
as well as welfare of doctors 

and other health workers 
among others.

"The committee the late 
Dr Sule was chairing was 
to look at such issues and 
advice the government on 
how it could monitor and 
stop such illegal practices, 
unfortunately he died 
before the conclusion of the 
assignment, we will however 
reactivate it,” he said.

He said the eulogies and 
testimonies about the life 
of late Dr Sule called for 
sober reflections such that 
it would propel one to live 
good legacies that will stand 
the test of time.

BY DANJUMA JOSEPH, Lafia

Governor of Nasarawa State 
Abdullahi Sule has called on 
ethnic nationalities in the 
state to continue to unite 
and embrace peace for the 
development of the state.

Sule made the call at 
the weekend during the 
40th anniversary of the 
Aren Eggon, Dr Bala Abaine 
Angbazo, on the throne 
in Nassarawa Eggon local 
government area of the state.

According to the 
governor, no society would 

achieve meaningful progress 
and development without 
peace, hence the need for 
Eggon nation and other 
ethnic nationalities to live 
peacefully with one another.

According to him, 
there is time for politics, 
noting that this is time for 
governance, and urged all to 
embrace peace for the overall 
development of the state and 
Nigeria.

"We must be united, 
respect each other and 
embrace peace for the 
development of the state and 

Nigeria at large.
"As peace is priceless and 

non- negotiable, it is the 
necessary requirement for 
the development of every 
society," he said.

Sule while congratulating 
the Aren Eggon for clocking 
40 years on the throne wished 
him good and sound health.

Also, speaking, the 
chairman of the occasion, 
Senator Abdullahi Adamu, 
Senator Tanko Al- Makura 
and Senator Godiya 
Akwashiki, all lauded the 
leadership qualities of the 

Aren Eggon and wished him 
more rewarding health.

They said the first-class 
traditional ruler contributed 
positively to the development 
of the Eggon nation, the state 
and Nigeria at large.

Earlier, the Aren Eggon 
while conferring 32 sons and 
daughters of Eggon nation 
with traditional titles said 
that the traditional titles 
given to them was based on 
their positive contributions 
to the development of Eggon 
nation, the state and Nigeria 
at large.

BY ACHOR ABIMAJE, Jos

No fewer than 10 persons 
have been convicted by 
various courts in Bauchi, 
Gombe and Plateau states 
for stealing electricity 
distribution transformers 
belonging to Jos 
Electricity Distribution 
(JED) Company, Plc.

In the same vein, one 
person was severely burnt 
which led to amputation 
of his right hand while 
tampering with a 
transformer.

Head of corporate 
communications, JED, Dr 
Friday Adakole Elijah in 
a press statement signed 
and issued in Jos said 
some of those convicted 
for the malfeasances were 
Mohammed Danarewa, 
Mohammed Jauro Sani 
and Babayo Ahmed 
who were handed  two-
year jail terms without 
option of fine on each of 
the two-count charges 
of conspiracy and theft 
respectively by the Chief 
Magistrate Court, Pindiga, 
Adamu Abdullahi.

He said Babayo was 
however given an option 
of N23,000  fine as a first 
offender following a plea 
for leniency made by 
his counsel Yusuf Aliyu 

adding that the judge also 
ordered them to pay to the 
coffer of Jos Electricity 
Distribution Plc the sum 
of N 480, 000 only at the 
end of their jail term.

According to the 
statement, the duo 
were vandalising the 
distribution transformer 
as well as scooping the oil 
of the same transformer 
located at Maternity 
Substation, Pindiga town, 
of Gombe State on the 
30th of June, 2021, before 
they were apprehended 
by both members of the 
community and security 
agents.

Similarly, two buyers 
of vandalised and stolen 
electricity items, Dahiru 
Imrana and Umar Musa, 
were convicted by the 
court in Bauchi. They were 
sentenced to a four-year 
jail term each with an 
option of N16,000.

Elijah also said the 
three suspects who 
were caught and whose 
confessions led to the 
arrest and prosecution of 
the buyers – Mustapha 
Bashir, Ali Ibrahim and 
Suleiman Ahmed were 
all remanded in prison 
custody to be tried at a 
date to be fixed by the 
court.

Pro-PMB Group Storms 
Dunamis Church

BY IGHO OYOYO, Abuja

A civil society organisation 
under the aegis of Abuja 
Grassroots Project (AGP) 
was yesterday seen at the 
entrance of the church 
wearing t-shirts and fez 
caps with the inscription, 
#IStandwithBuhari, to 
prevent alleged planned 
protest by Omoyele Sowore’s 
group, #RevolutionNow.

The coordinator of the 
group, Comrade Yunusa 
Yusuf, said they got 
reliable information that 
following the arrest of 10 
activists wearing shirts 
with #BuhariMustGo 
inscriptions to Dunamis 
International Gospel Centre 
in Abuja, the co-convener, 
#RevolutionNow, Omoyele 
Sowore, would be leading 
his followers to stage a 
protest at the church.

LEADERSHIP reports 
that 10 activists were 
arrested last Sunday 
during the church's second 
service by officers of the 
Department of State Service 
(DSS). The development has 
made the church tensed, 
as security operatives were 
on ground to forestall any 
breakdown of law and 
order.	

BY ABUBAKAR YUNUSA, Abuja

Kogi State governor, 
Alhaji Yahaya Bello has 
commiserated with the 
House of Representatives 
member representing Lokoja 
/Koto federal constituency, 
Barrister Shaba Ibrahim over 
the demise of his mother late 
Hajia Belikisu Suleiman. 

In a statement issued 
by his chief press secretary, 
Muhammed Onogwu, 
Governor Bello described 
the demise of a mother 
as a painful experience 
irrespective of the age owing 
to the bond children often 
shared with their mothers.

He said mother’s aside 
many things were the strong 
pillars of an individual hence 
their demise results in an 
unexplainable pain which 
only God Almighty could 
give relief.

Bello also described 
Hajia Suleiman Belkisu 
as a devout Muslim who 
dedicated her life to the 
service of her maker while 
she also committed herself 
to a lifetime of helping and 
promoting a compassionate 
society.

While noting that the 
matriarch would be sorely 
missed for her wise counsels, 
Governor Bello extended his 
thoughts and condolences to 
the immediate and distant 
family, the people of Lokoja/
Koto federal constituency 
and several other individuals 
touched by her demise.

BY ORJIME MOSES, Abuja

A member representing 
Bosso/Paikoro federal 
constituency of Niger 
State in the House of 
Representatives, Hon Shehu 
Belwa Beji has flagged off 
distribution of over 15,000 
litters of agricultural 
chemicals (herbicides) to 
farmers in the constituency.

Speaking to 
LEADERSHIP after donating 
the agricultural inputs, Beji 
said the gesture was in line 
with his manifesto, which is 
aimed at turning the fortunes 
of his people around.

The member, who 
cautioned the beneficiaries 
not to sell the items, said 
the donation was to enhance 
agricultural activities of the 
constituents since farming is 
their economic mainstay.

Also speaking, Barrister 
Sanusi Salihu who is an 
aide to the lawmaker, 
urged the beneficiaries to 
make judicious use of the 
chemicals.

He said Hon Beji 
inaugurated committees to 
ensure proper distribution 
of the chemicals to the 
constituents.

Gov Bello Condoles 
With Rep Over Mother’s 
Death

Lawmaker Empowers 
Constituents With 
Farming Inputs In Niger



FG Launches NSIP In 
Yobe

CSOs Task NEDC On 
Service Delivery, 
Caution Group 
Against Blackmail

Victims Of Adamawa 
Attack Receive Relief 
Materials From NEDC

Kano Orders Ex-
workers, Others To 
Quit Schools’ Staff 
Quarters

The federal government 
has launched the 
implementation of the 
National Social Investment 
Programme (NSIP) in Yobe 
State, which is made up of 
four unique clusters that 
are integrated to provide 
the maximum impact to 
the venerable.

The minister of 
humanitarian affairs, 
disaster management and 
social development, Sadiya 
Umar Farouq who was 
represented by the zonal 
monitor, Alhaji Ali Grema 
said the NSIP is strategically 
designed to fully involve 
all stakeholders most 
especially the state 
governments.

She said, “Based on the 
approval of Mr President, 
the anchor of these 
programmes in the state is 
the Focal Person appointed 
by His Excellency the 
Governor who provides 
the direct link with both 
the ministry and the state 
government through the 
Office of the Secretary to 
the State Government. 
The Focal Person is 
expected to enhance the 
understanding of the 
different packages under 
the NSIP and to ensure that 
the beneficiaries are well 
targeted and affected.”

BY FRANCIS OKOYE, Maiduguri

North East Civil Society 
Forum has urged the 
management of North East 
Development Commission 
(NEDC) to concentrate 
on service delivery to the 
affected population in the 
Northeast rather than 
paying attention to or 
engaging in politicking at the 
expense of the people they 
are supposed to serve.

This is even as the forum 
urged citizens and groups 
that have concerns and issues 
to explore civilised avenue of 
constructive engagement 
while demanding 
transparency and 
accountability, by effectively 
utilising established 
government agencies that 
are legally vested with 
the responsibilities of 
ensuring transparency and 
accountability rather than 
engaging in mudslinging, 
blackmail and character 
assassination.

Chairman of the forum, 
Ambassador Ahmed 
Shehu said this at a press 
conference held yesterday in 
Maiduguri, the Borno State 
capital.

BY HUSSAINI HAMMANGABDO, 
Yola

North East Development 
Commission (NEDC) has 
donated relief materials 
to victims of Dabna attack 
at Dugwaba district, Hong 
local government area of 
Adamawa State.

 At least 19 people were 
killed while many houses 
and animals were burnt in 
the attack.

Speaking while handing 
over the items to the victims 
the managing director of 
the commission, Mohamed 
Alkali,  who listed food items 
donated to include rice 
25kg, 2, 000 bags; vegetable 
oil 1000; tomatoes 500; and 
salt 5000.

Also, non-food items 
include nylon mat, 1000; 
mosquito net, 1000; blanket 
1000; wax wrapper 1000; 
and children wear 1000. He 
said the items were meant 
to cushion the effect of 
the attack on the people of 
Dabna village.

Alkali described the attack 
as barbaric at a time when 
the federal government 
is intensifying effort in 
tackling insecurity.

BY ABDULLAHI YAKUBU, Kano

Kano State Ministry of 
Education has directed all 
occupants of government 
staff quarters in boarding 
secondary schools who are 
not currently serving in 
those schools to vacate such 
quarters.

The vacation order is in line 
with the implementation 
of the recommendations 
contained in a report by 
a Ministerial Committee 
submitted and approved by 
the state government.

The directive, which 
was issued by the state 
commissioner of education, 
Malam Muhammad Sanusi 
Sa’id Kiru, stated that 
others affected are the staff 
already posted out from 
the schools, retired civil 
servants and staff from 
other MDAs residing in the 
houses.

While sounding warning 
to those affected by the 
vacation order to hasten 
up in vacating the houses 
before facing ejection, the 
commissioner said that 
only staff that are currently 
teaching in those schools 
are to enjoy the privilege of 
occupying staff quarters.

However, the affected 
occupants have asked for 
a grace period of between 
now and December 2021.

PDP Cautions Police Over Harassment Of Zamfara Deputy Governor
BY CHIBUZO UKAIBE, Abuja

Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) has condemned 
the reported attempt by 
the police to undermine 
the statutory powers of 
Zamfara State deputy 
governor, Mahdi Aliyu 
Gusau, over the defection 
of Governor Bello 
Matawalle to the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC).
The said its position is 

predicated on the reported 

harassment of the deputy 
governor by the police, 
including an unlawful and 
vexatious obstruction of a 
planned rally by the deputy 
governor.
The PDP national 

publicity secretary, Kola 
Ologbondiyan, said this 
was despite the statutory 
powers vested in a situation 
where the governor has 
vacated his office, in line 
with the extant ruling of 
the Supreme Court.
Ologbondiyan in a 

statement said “Instead 
of harassing the Deputy 
Governor Gusau, the 
police, as agents of the 
law, should be providing 
him all the protection and 
privileges, particularly as 
the formal process for his 
official declaration given 
the vacation of office by 
Matawalle has already 
commenced at the Federal 
High Court.
“The Police should 

know that by virtue of 
section 221 of the 1999 

Constitution (as amended) 
as well as the judgment 
of the Supreme Court in 
Falake v. INEC (2016), that 
the Zamfara governorship 
mandate belongs to the 
PDP and that Gusau, not 
Matawalle, is now the 
holder of that mandate, 
given Matawalle’s willful 
defection to the APC.
“The PDP’s mandate is in 

no way transferable to the 
APC and the police and all 
security agencies should be 
guided by this.”

BY JAIYEOLA ANDREWS, 
Gombe

Despite the federal 
government approval of 
N1.5 billion as takeoff 
grant for a Federal Teaching 
Hospital (FTH) in Gombe 
State in 2014, the hospital 
is yet to receive the grant as 
at 2021.

The chief medical director 
(CMD) of the hospital, Yusuf 

Abdullahi made the startling 
revelation, in an exclusive 
interview yesterday with 
LEADERSHIP in Gombe.

According to him, the grant 
is meant for the resources at 
the hospital, adding that the 
grant is still being expected.

Abdullahi told 
LEADERSHIP that last 
month, the hospital paid 
electricity bill of N13 million 
and still has outstanding 

debt of N56 million.
He added that he sent 

a reminder letter of the 
unpaid grant to Federal 
Ministry of Finance on 
February this year, but is yet 
to get a response.

The CMD said limited 
fund, has been the major 
challenge of the hospital, 
adding that services to 
patients are still being 
effectively and efficiently 

managed.
He appealed to the federal 

government to provide 
trauma centre for the 
hospital, adding that the 
hospital has 15 to 18 beds 
for accident and emergency 
cases.

Abdullahi further disclosed 
that many emergency cases 
are being turned back, 
because of lack of bed spaces 
to accommodate patients.

7 Years After, Federal Teaching Hospital Awaits N1.5bn Takeoff Grant

BY JOHN MKOM, Jalingo

Governor of Taraba State 
Darius Ishaku yesterday 
challenged the ruling All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) to point at a single 
project executed by the 
federal government 
in Taraba State since 
2015 when President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
assumed office as the 
president of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria.
 
The challenge came barely 

two days after the Taraba 
State chapter of the APC 
organised a press briefing 
in Jalingo, Taraba State 
capital and accused the 
governor of lying on the 
national television that 
he has touched all the 168 
wards of the state in terms 
of development.

The state chairman, 

Ibrahim Elsudi, held the 
briefing at the APC state 
secretariat.

Reacting to the 
accusations, the governor 
challenged the APC 
members in the state to 
point at a single project 
being executed by the 
party’s leadership at federal 
level in the state since 
2015.

The governor who spoke 
through his special adviser 

on political matters 
Abubakar Bawa accused 
the leadership of APC in 
the state of distancing 
themselves from their 
wards and the reality on 
ground across the state.

Ishaku described the 
members of the APC in the 
state as Abuja politicians 
who have lost touch with 
their localities and are not 
aware of development in 
Taraba State.

BY HUSSAINI 
HAMMANGABDO, Yola

Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) in Adamawa 
State, yesterday, accused 
Senator Grace Bent of anti-
party activities following 
her defection to the All 
Progressives Congress (APC).

The party’s organising 
secretary, Hamza Madagali, 
told newsmen that the 

former senator developed 
thick skin against the PDP’s 
ethics two years ago, after 
she lost to Senator Binos 
Dauda Yero during primaries 
to represent southern 
senatorial zone.

Madagli stressed that it 
has been long when she 
(Bent) lost political value 
in the state, which made 
Governor Ahmed Fintiri 
out of sympathy facilitated 

the position of Board of 
Trustees (BoT) member at 
the national level for her.

However, Madagali said 
it was sad for a political 
party to loss a member to 
another party but admitted 
that the former senator’s 
contribution in the party 
was mainly for her personal 
interest.

‘’Senator Bent dominated 
her zone for personal interest 

as a result we lost good hand 
like Mr Filex Tangwami from 
the zone.

“Since 2019 when Bent lost 
out to Sen Binos Dauda, she 
had never participated in 
any political function as BoT 
member from the state.

“She has been destroying 
PDP for the last two years 
and therefore the PDP has 
no regret over her defection,” 
he said.

Governor Ishaku Challenges APC To Show Projects In Taraba

PDP Accuses Bent Of Anti-party Activities
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L R: Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of the Federa-
tion, Mr Boss Mustapha; 
member representing 
Gombi/Hong Federal Con-
stituency in Adamawa, 
Hon Yakubu Buba; 
managing director, North 
East Development Com-
mission (NEDC), Alhaji 
Mohammed Alkali, during 
the distribution of relief 
materials to residents 
of Dabna community in 
Hong local government 
area of Adamawa at the 
weekend.
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Sanwo-Olu Felicitates With Aisha Buhari At 50

Oyo Uncovers COVID-19 Delta Variant

Osun Workers To Wear Local Fabrics On Thursdays

Lagos Raises The Alarm Over COVID-19 Third Wave

Why I Picked Aiyedatiwa As  Deputy Governor – Akeredolu

BY ADEBAYO WAHEED, 
Ibadan

Oyo State COVID-19 Task 
Force said yesterday that 
it has uncovered the Delta 
variant of the COVID-19 
in the state.

The state's incident 
manager and coordinator 
of the Emergency 
Operations Centre, 
Dr. Olabode Ladipo, 
who confirmed the 
development, said the 

general public must 
take extra caution and 
consistently abide by 
earlier guidelines released 
by the Task Force.

The governor's chief 
press secretary, Taiwo 
Adisa, in a statement on 
behalf of the Task Force, 
said the team, "wishes to 
notify the general public of 
the isolation of the Delta 
variant of the COVID-19 
virus in the state."

The statement reads 

in part: "This strain has 
been associated with high 
transmission, increased 
severity of infection and 
outcomes.

"As such, this is to warn 
that the virus is still very 
much within the society."

It warned residents of 
the state to continue to 
comply with all advisories 
aimed at curtailing the 
spread of COVID-19.

The statement also 
asked all in-bound 

travellers to always isolate 
for seven days and submit 
themselves for tests.

It further read:  "The 
'Own Your Action' (OYA) 
initiative of the State 
Government should be 
seriously considered by 
adhering to the guidelines 
of wearing nose and 
mouth masks in public 
gatherings, washing of 
hands with soap and water 
and use of hand sanitisers, 
among others."

BY JOSHUA DADA, Osogbo

Governor Adegboyega 
Oyetola of Osun has 
directed workers in the 
state to wear the local 
fabric (Adire) on Thursday 
in a bid to unlock the state’s 
untapped potential in the 
areas of culture, fashion 
and tourism.

Launching the fabric at 
the weekend at the ongoing 
International Fashion 

Week in Osogbo, Oyetola 
noted that the event was no 
doubt a giant stride towards 
diversifying the state's 
economy and creating jobs 
for the teeming youths.

To achieve the initiative 
and take its plans to fruition, 
the state government has 
partnered with Musty 
Great Development and 
Alexandria Jones Couture, 
U.S.A., to organise the 
International Fashion 

Week, for the promotion of 
Osun brand of Adire (Adire 
Eleko) for global exhibition.

Oyetola said Adire 
is indigenous to Osun 
pointing out that it is not 
for nothing that Osogbo, 
the state capital, is referred 
to as ‘Ilu Aro’ (Home of 
dye).

He added that the 
initiative was to reawaken 
the people's consciousness 
towards socio-cultural and 

artistic renaissance in the 
state.

Oyetola who was 
represented by the 
Secretary to the State 
Government, Prince Wole 
Oyebamiji, reiterated 
the administration's 
commitment to promote 
and project culture to the 
world in a way that will 
draw attention and attract 
humongous revenue to the 
state.

BY GEORGE OKOJIE, Lagos

Lagos State Governor 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
yesterday raised the alarm 
over the surge in the number 
of emerging third wave of 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
the state, warning that the 
general public risks losing 
both lives and livelihood on 
a devastating scale if it goes 
out of control.

The governor who 
disclosed this in a press 

statement he signed and 
made available to journalists 
to provide update on 
coronavirus pandemic 
situation in the state and 
ongoing response of the 
state government, said 
60,202 cases of COVID-19 
had been confirmed in the 
state.

He said, ‘’From the 
beginning of July, we 
started to experience a steep 
increase in the number of 
daily confirmed cases, with 

the test positivity rate going 
from 1.1 per cent at the end 
of June 2021 to its current 
rate of 6.6 per cent as at 8th 
of July, 2021.

"The rapid increase within 
a week gives great cause for 
concern. Also, within the last 
two weeks, the occupancy 
rate at our two isolation 
centres increased from an 
average of one per cent to six 
per cent. This is the new and 
disturbing reality that now 
confronts us. But we must 

not be demoralised by this. 
We must instead resolve 
that we will not leave any 
stone unturned in our bid to 
effectively mitigate the third 
wave of this pandemic in 
Lagos State.

 "As you all know, Lagos 
has been the epicentre of the 
pandemic since the start, 
and the way we manage it 
here has a significant impact 
and reverberating effect on 
the national outlook and 
outcomes."

BY TOPE FAYEHUN, Akure

Ondo State Governor, 
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, 
has said he decided to pick 
his deputy, Hon. Lucky 
Aiyedatiwa, as his running 
mate in the October 10, 
2020 governorship election  
because of his loyalty and 
hard work.

 Governor Akeredolu 

said Aiyedatiwa has also 
displayed unreserved 
commitment and support 
to his political aspirations 
from the beginning.

The Governor who was a 
Special Guest of honour at 
a grand reception organised 
in honour of the Deputy 
Governor by the Ilaje 
League of Professionals, 
ILP, at the weekend, 

described the reception as 
important.

Akeredolu urged 
members of the group to 
always keep eagle eyes on 
the Deputy Governor not to 
derail but remain focused.

The governor in a 
statement made available 
by his Chief Press Secretary, 
Richard Olatunde used 
the opportunity to 

assure the people of 
his administration’s 
commitment to continue 
to pursue policies and 
programmes that will 
accelerate the development 
of the state.

He disclosed that 
efforts are being intensified 
to ensure that electricity 
supply is restored to the 
Southern part of the state.

NYSC Verdict: Afenifere 
Seeks Justice For 
Adeosun

Group Wants Hospitals 
Prosecuted For 
Rejecting Gunshots 
Victims

BY TOPE FAYEHUN, Akure

Pan Yoruba socio-political 
group, Afenifere, has asked 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari  to do the needful by 
holding to account all those 
who brought  misery on 
former minister offinance, 
Mrs Kemi Adeosun.

 The Europe and United 
State of America chapter 
of the group in a statement 
made available to journalists 
in Akure, the Ondo state 
capital on Sunday, noted 
that desperate and evil 
people are determined to 
bring down shining lights in 
Yoruba land at the slightest 
excuse.

Afenifere in the 
statement signed by its 
chairman, Engr Babatunde 
Shinaba and Dr Durojaiye 
Akindurire respectively, 
said the evil people pursued 
and harassed Adeosun , In 
spite of her innocence and 
sterling work, until she 
finally decided that enough 
was enough and resigned.

According to the 
statement, "The Federal 
High Court, Abuja, has 
finally vindicated the former 
Minister in its ruling that 
under the 1979 constitution, 
non-citizens were not 
required to perform the 
National Youth Service.

BY OLUGBENGA SOYELE, Lagos

A civil society organisation, 
the Crime Victims 
Foundation of Nigeria 
(CRIVIFON) has called for 
the prosecution of hospitals 
and medical staff that refused 
to treat gunshot victims 
without a police report.

The Foundation in a 
statement signed by its 
executive director, Mrs 
Gloria Egbuji, described the 
demand for police report 
before treatment as totally 
unnecessary because the law 
now empowers hospitals to 
commence treatment before 
filing a police report.

The Foundation has 
therefore called on the 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) and the Commissioners 
of Police to fish out all such 
offending or negligent 
hospitals and their medical 
staff for prosecution in order 
to reverse this ugly trend.

CRIVIFON insisted that 
hospitals and medical staff 
that indulged in this "wicked 
act" are in violation of the 
provisions of the Compulsory 
Treatment and CARE FOR 
Victims of Gunshots Act, 
2017.

BY OGUNTADE ISMAILA, Lagos

The residents of Lateef 
Kayode Jakande Gardens 
have lamented the brewing 
religious intolerance in the 
estate, saying it could result 
in anarchy if the residents 
imbibed the spirit of love,  
peace and unity.

The chairman of the 
Lateef Kayode Jakande 
garden residents association, 
Mr.Andu Olajide who stated 
this at the weekend during 
the first inaugural ceremony 
and swearing- in of executives 
members of the association in 
Igando area of Lagos appealed 
to the residents to jettison 
religious disharmony.

According to him, if the 
residents imbibe the spirit 
of love, peace and unity they 
can achieve a lot and take the 
estate to a greater height in 
the state. 

Olajide who was 
unanimously elected on 
opposed by the members of 
the association explained 
that the major philosophy 
they have as an estate  is to 
live together as one family 
irrespective of religious, 
ethnicity backgrounds in such 
that they can put in a pedestal 
that should be within the 
scope of Lagos state.

BY BUKOLA IDOWU, Lagos

The chairman of Troyka 
group, Dr. Biodun 
Shobanjo, has been awarded 
a Honorary Doctorate 
Degree of Doctor of Letters 
(D.Litt) by the University 
of Lagos (UNILAG) for 
his immense contribution 
to the institution and the 
economy at large.

He was awarded 
the degree at the 51st 
convocation ceremony of 
the institution. Conveying 
the University’s Governing 
Council’s approval, to the 
honoree, the Chancellor, 
Alhaji (Dr.) Abubakar Ibn 
Umar Garbai El-Kanemi, 
CFR, stated that, “the 
governing council of the 
University of Lagos has 
approved that an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Letters 
(D.Litt) Honoris Causa of 
the University, be conferred 
on you at the 51st 
Convocation Ceremony 
today.”

The Chancellor in his 
speech acknowledged that 
the decision to honour 
the Chairman of Troyka 
group by the university 
was an easy one to make 
as his contribution to 
the industry and also 
the university remains 
unparalleled.

Lagos Residents Lament 
Religious Intolerance

UNILAG Confers 
Honorary Doctorate 
Degree On Shobanjo

 L-R: Hon Prof. 
Mojeed Alabi ex-
changing plesantry 
with senator Iy-
iola Omisore at 
the 90th birthday 
celebration of Oba 
David Omisore 
Olagade father to 
senator Iyiola Omi-
sore in Osun State 
at the weekend



Police Arrest Drug Kingpins, 10 Suspected Cultists

A/Ibom Community Laments Deplorable Roads, Others

Ohanaeze Raises Legal Team To Monitor Kanu's Trial

BY FELIX IGBEKOYI, ASABA

Delta State police command 
has arrested three drug 
barons among them one 
Esealuka Paul, 17, caught 
with 68 sachets of dried 
weed suspected to be Indian 
hemp.

He was arrested by an 
Operation Delta Hawk Patrol 
team on stop and search 
along Cable Point Asaba 
and seen with 33 sachets of 
SK, six packs of Razler and 
one lighter when search was 

conducted on him.
Operation Delta Hawk 

also arrested 41-years-old 
Sunday Umadia for carrying 
174 wraps of dried weed 
suspected to Indian hemp

The suspect who hails 
from Ogbobo quarters of 
Ogwashi-Uku was arrested 
at Ishekpe quarters Ogwahi-
uku, Aniocha South Local 
Government Area of the 
state.

He was equally in 
possession of 800 sachets of 
suspected SK, 10 razler (roll 

bond), one lighter and cash 
sum of N317,890

 Similarly, after series 
of intelligence gathering, 
‘A’ Division Warri Rapid 
Respond team raided a black 
spot at Ogedegbe street, 
Warri where one Austin 
Ojunom, 29, was arrested 
with 129 wraps of weed 
also suspected to be Indian 
hemp.

According to the acting 
police public relations 
officer, Bright Efafe, after 
suspects confessed to the 

crimes, investigation later 
revealed that the suspects 
were major dealers in illicit 
drugs.

In another development, 
the DPO ‘A’ Division Warri, 
CSP T.Y Mahmud-led men 
of the Divisional Rapid 
Respond Squad on visibility 
patrol, while on patrol, they 
intercepted and arrested 
one Oghenewaro Bebe ‘m’ 
21yrs of No. 22 of Ughoton 
area in Okpe LG in a full 
regalia of Aiye Black Axe 
confraternity.

BY BERNARD TOLANI DADA, UYO

The Mkpat Uno village in 
Obot Akara local government 
area of Akwa Ibom State has 
called the attention of the 
state government and the 
Niger Delta Development 
Commission to the 
deplorable condition of the 

road in her domain.
 The village head of the 

community, Ekpenyong 
Edem who made the plea 
while speaking with our 
correspondent yesterday 
lamented that the only 
access road had been closed 
following the destruction 
of the Bailey bridge on the 

road during the civil war in 
1970, adding that since then 
the community had been 
shut out from the rest of the 
world.

 According to the 
monarch, the villagers have 
been forced to go through 
a long distance of over 20 
kilometres to access the next 

community instead of just 
a few kilometres to access 
same through the bridge.

He said since he received 
his certificate as a village 
head of the community 
in 1995, he had written 
several times to the state 
government and recently to 
NDDC but to no avail.

The traditional ruler also 
complained that there was 
no single health institution 
in the village, adding that 
pregnant women were 
always left at the mercy of 
traditional birth attendants 
who did not have the 
required training in modern 
day technology.

Thunderstorm Kills 3 In 
Ebonyi

Bayelsa Varsity Re-
opens After Row Over 
Uniform

BY OBINNA OGBONNAYA, 
Abakaliki

Thunderstorm during after 
a heavy rainfall yesterday 
struck and killed three 
persons in Afikpo in Afikpo 
North local government area 
of Ebonyi State.

The incident LEADERSHIP 
gathered occurred in Ngodo 
community and another 
community in the town, 
after a down pour which 
lasted some hours.

The incident was said to 
have occurred around 3pm 
at the weekend.

A resident of Afikpo, Mr. 
Iheukwumere Okogwu Otu, 
who spoke to LEADERSHIP 
said one of the deceased 
hailed from Cross River 
State but had lived in the 
area for many years.

Otu who described the 
tragedy as unfortunate 
noted that the incident was 
the first of its kind in the 
area.

BY OSA OKHOMINA, YENAGOA

Bayelsa State-owned Niger 
Delta University (NDU) 
located in the Wilberforce 
Island of Ammassoma 
in Southern Ijaw local 
government has re-opened 
for academic session after 
a few days of row between 
the management and the 
students.

The management of 
NDU after ordering the re-
opening of the institution 
also denied the claims 
over the cause of the row 
between the students and 
the institution.

In a statement signed by 
the public relations officer, 
Mr  Ingezi Idoni, titled:  
“Niger  Delta  University  
Students’  Protest;  Setting 
The Records Straight”,  the 
management  said “the 
social media has been 
inundated with several 
falsehood pertaining to 
the Niger Delta University 
in respect to the closure of 
the school fees/registration 
of courses portal and the 
imposition of uniform on 
students.

BY CHIBUZO UKAIBE, Abuja

National secretary of the 
Coalition of United Political 
Parties, High Chief Peter 
Ojonugwa Ameh, has 
felicitated with a former 
governor of Cross Rivers 
State, Senator Liyel Imoke, 
on the occasion of his 60th 
birthday.

In a congratulatory 
statement made available 
to reporters in Abuja, Ameh 
described Imoke as a man 
with incredible leadership 
qualities, contributing 
significantly to the glorious 
years of Nigeria’s return to 
democracy between 1999 
and 2003.

He said the former senator 
in clocking 60, reflects a life 
of dedication to God and 
humanity, adding that, 
"he possesses remarkable 
leadership qualities whose 
years of experience in 
Resource Administration, 
Legal Practice, Legislature, 
and statesmanship remain 
unequalled."

BY MOSES ORJIME ABUJA

The South Korean 
government has expressed 
its willingness to invest in 
Cross River State.

South Korean 
Ambassador, Kim Young-
Chae, gave the indication 
in Abuja recently during 
a meeting with Governor 
Ben Ayade.

Ambassador Young-
Chae who said big 
corporations in Korea 
were poised to do 
business in Cross River if 
encouraged, solicited close 
collaborations with the 
state government to attract 
foreign investments from 
South Korea.

He said Korean 
businessmen find Cross 
River State attractive 
for business hence the 
willingness to explore 
investments options in the 
state. 

The ambassador also 
sought to establish an 
enduring relationship with 
Cross River, promising 
a mutually rewarding 
partnership necessary to 
develop the state.

Speaking, Governor 
Ayade maintained that 
Cross River was open 
to partnership and 
collaborations geared 
at developing the state, 
observing that Koreans 
were responsible people 
with altruistic business 
culture.

CUPP National Scribe, 
Ameh Greets Imoke @ 
60

South Korea Finds 
Cross River Attractive 
For Investments - 
Ambassador

Female Inheritance: EU-UN Wants Ebonyi To End Obnoxious Practices
BY OBINNA OGBONNAYA, 
Abakaliki

European Union-United 
Nations Spotlight initiative 
(EU-UN) has called on the 
Ebonyi State government, 
the traditional leaders and 
other authorities in the state 
to work towards ending the 
obnoxious practices where 
women and girls are denied 
inheritance by their family 
members.

 A child protection 

specialist, United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
Enugu Field Office, Mr. 
Victor Atuchukwu made 
the call yesterday during 
a three-day capacity 
building on child protection 
case management and 
community dialogue for 
Abakaliki local government 
area and VAC/VAWG 
Community Surveillance 
Teams.

The dialogue which 
was organised by the 

Ebonyi State Ministry of 
Women Affairs and Social 
Development with support 
from EU-UN Spotlight 
initiative is aimed at 
dialoguing with traditional 
leaders and others on 
ending all forms of violence 
against women and girls in 
the LGA.

Atuchukwu noted that 
denial of female children 
parental inheritance has 
been an age-long tradition 
in Ebonyi State adding 

that EU-UN Spotlight 
initiative had continued to 
take the campaign against 
such norms to the rural 
communities with the aim 
of ending them.

He said it is against the 
law for relations to deny the 
female child the inheritance 
of the father because she is 
a girl child or woman adding 
that such practice negates 
equity and justice which 
the Nigerian constitution 
stipulates.

BY NNAMDI MBAWIKE, ENUGU.

Apex Igbo socio-cultural 
organisation, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, has constituted 
a legal team to monitor 
the trial of the leader of 
the proscribed Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOB), 
Nnamdi Kanu.

Ohanaeze took the 
decision during its National 
Executive Committee 
meeting held at the weekend 

in Enugu.
A communique issued at 

the end of the meeting and 
made available to journalists 
by the spokesman of 
Ohanaeze, Alex Ogbonnia, 
said the apex Igbo body had 
observed with keen interest 
the recent re-arraignment 
and consequent trial of their 
son, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu.

  The communique said 
though Ohanaeze was not 
averse to the trial of Kanu, 

he should be tried within 
the ambit of the laws of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and in line with global best 
practices.

 "That as part of our 
avowed determination to 
ensure the fair trial of Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu , we have 
constituted a legal team 
led by the national legal 
adviser of Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide and eminent 
Igbo leaders  to monitor  

the legal proceedings, 
throughout the trial,” he 
said.

The Igbo group also 
stated in the communique 
that it was in support of the 
Southern Governor's Forum 
on anti-open grazing, 
restructuring, rotation of 
the president of Nigeria 
to the South in 2023 as 
well as the proposed 5 per 
cent share of Petroleum 
Industries Bill.

L R: Governor 
Ben Ayade of 
Cross River 
State with 
South Korean 
Ambassador 
Nigeria, Kim 
Young-Chae, 
during their 
meeting in 
Abuja at the 
weekend.
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YOSEMA Assists Victims Of Windstorm, Flood 
Disaster With Food, Other Items In Karasuwa

Yobe, FG Meet Over Scaling-up Of Number Of Pupils Benefiting From NHSFP

Governor Buni Appoints GM RUWASA, State Accountant General

STORIES BY ALIYU MUSA, 
Damaturu

The Yobe State Emergency Man-
agement Agency (YOSEMA) has 
assisted the victims of windstorm 
and flood disaster in Jajimaji, the 
headquarters of Karasuwa local 
government area of Yobe State.

 The executive secretary of the 
Agency Dr Mohammed Goje said 
the support was meant to cushion 
the effects of a heavy windstorm 
and flood disaster that affected 

over 191 households last week.
 Goje said the assistant which 

was a directive by Governor Mai 
Mala Buni, was meant to amelio-
rate the sufferings of the victims 
of the disaster which destroyed 
several public and private roofs, 
market stalls among other public 
properties. 

He said, “His Excellency the ex-
ecutive governor of Yobe State 
Hon. Mai Mala Buni has direct-
ed that while the government is 
working tirelessly to provide more 

support to other vulnerable popu-
lace, it is pertinent to assist those 
affected by the disaster with food 
among others.

 “The support, especially to 
those who take refuge in their 
neighbourhood is necessary so 
as not to overstretch the host 
household of their resources,” 
the ES maintained.

 According to him, most vic-
tims of the disaster are predom-
inantly petty traders and low-
income earners who live by the 

day's earnings.
 “Each beneficiary will go home 

with food items such as (rice and 
combo pack containing pastas 
and condiments) WASH Kits in-
cluding buckets, plates, soap, 
detergent, torch light, jerrycan, 
kettle as well as mosquito nets, 
mats, mattresses among other 
items.” 

Goje said the distribution is be-
ing carried out between the of-
ficials of SEMA and that of the 
Karasuwa local government area.

Stakeholders from the Yobe State 
Government and the federal min-
istry of Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management and Social 
Development have met on the 
need to scale up the number of pu-
pils benefiting from the National 
Home-grown School Feeding Pro-
gramme (NHSFP) in the state. 

The minister of Humanitarian 
Affairs, Hajiya Sadiya Umar Faruk 
while flagging-off stakeholders 
engagement on enumeration of 
the programme in Damaturu, 
notes that the federal govern-
ment decided to embark on the 
intervention in order to reduce 
hunger, malnutrition and gener-

ate employment.
 Faruk, represented by the zon-

al monitor, Alhaji Ali Grema, says 
the meeting was organised in or-
der to strengthen partnership and 
the need to do more on the NHS-
FP designed to cover the entire 
country.

 She says the engagement de-
signed under the umbrella of the 
government social protection 
mechanism, was meant to scale-
up the number of the pupils ben-
efiting from the programme as di-
rected by President Muhammadu 
Buhari. 

“The federal government 
NHGSFP and the state govern-

ment team as well as other key 
stakeholders, are to work jointly 
and closely to verify the existing 
numbers of the beneficiaries of 
the programme and update the re-
cords for effectiveness, transpar-
ency and accountability.”

 The commissioner of Human-
itarian Affairs in Yobe State, Dr. 
Abubakar Garba Illiya represented 
by his permanent secretary, Alhaji 
Ibrahim Shu’aibu expressed hap-
piness that the programme wil 
now capture more beneficiaries 
in the state.

 “Its quite fascinating that the 
federal government will scale-
up the number of benefiting pu-

pils across the state. We as stake-
holders must work hand in hand 
to avoid mistakes of the past on 
the programme for better results.”

 The Yobe State programme 
manager of NHGSFP, Hajiya Fat-
suma Accama says the programme 
kick started in the state on 30th 
September 2019 and was piloted 
in some schools from both rural 
and urban areas. 

Accama states that the pro-
gramme designed to provide nu-
trition to children in class 1-3 was 
initiated and funded by the fed-
eral government and has been re-
ceiving the desired support from 
the state government.

Yobe State governor, Mai Mala 
Buni, has appointed Alhaji 
Abubakar Liman Baba as the 
general manager, Rural Water 
Supply and Sanitation Agency 
(RUWASA) with immediate ef-
fect. 

A statement issued and 
signed by the head of Service, 
Alhaji Muhammad B. Nura, 
said the appointment of Al-
haji Abubakar Liman Baba was 

based on his years of experi-
ence, commitments and dedi-
cation to duty.

 “I have the pleasure to con-
vey the approval of His Excel-
lency, the executive governor of 
Yobe State, Hon Mai Mala Buni, 
for your appointment as gener-
al manager, Rural Water Supply 
and Sanitation Agency (RUWA-
SA) with effect from 7th July, 
2021.

 “Your appointment is based 
on your experience, commit-
ment, dedication to duty and 
excellent record of perfor-
mance.

 “While extending His Excel-
lency’s best wishes over this 
well deserved appointment, it 
is our fervent hope that you will 
work even harder to justify the 
confidence reposed in you,” the 
statement said.

 Similarly, Governor Mai Mala 
Buni has approved the appoint-
ment of Alhaji Musa Audu Fara 
Fara as the Yobe State Account-
ant General.

 According to a statement is-
sued by the head of Service, Al-
haji Muhammad B. Nura said 
the appointment of Alhaji Musa 
Audu Fara Fara as the Yobe 
State Accountant General was 
also with immediate effect.

The Yobe State House of 
Assembly has amended 
the law that established 
the College of Health Sci-
ences and Technology Ng-
uru and renamed the insti-
tution, Galtima Mai Kyari 
College of Science and tech-
nology Nguru.

 The House amended the 
law after the adoption of 
the report of its standing 
committee on higher edu-
cation, on the bill seeking 
for the amendment of the 
law by the executive arm of 
government.

 Speaking on the amend-
ment of the law, the Chief 
Whip of the House and 
also the chairman House 
Committee on Higher Ed-
ucation, Hon Buba Ibrahim 
Kalallawa says the law was 
amended in order to change 
its name from College of 
Health Sciences and Tech-
nology Nguru to Galtima 
Mai Kyari College of Sci-
ence and Technology Ng-
uru.

 Kalallawa says the insti-
tution was named after the 
late elder statesman Galti-
ma Mai Kyari, in recogni-
tion of his contributions 
and support to the educa-
tion sector across the Ng-
uru Emirate and the state 
at large during his lifetime.

 The speaker of the House 
Hon Ahmed Lawan Mirwa, 
commended the members 
for their efforts which has 
led to the amendment and 
subsequent changing of the 
name of the college.

 

Yobe Assembly 
Amends Health 
College Nguru 
Law To Rename 
Institution

YOSEMA officials offloading food 
and non-food items for distribu-
tion to victims of flood and wind-
storm disaster in Karasuwa local 
government area of Yobe State.

 Buni
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NLC strike: KDSG sets up 
Commission of Inquiry
Kaduna State Government 

has established a Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry to look 

into the Nigerian Labour Congress 
(NLC) strike of May 2021, with 
Justice Ishaq Bello, a retired Judge as 
chairman.

A statement issued by Special Adviser 
on Media and Communication, Mr 
Muyiwa Adekeye also mentioned 
former Attorney-General of Cross 
River state Eyo Ekpo and Mrs Joan 
Jatau-Kadiya, ex Attorney General of 
Kaduna state as members.

According to the statement, former 
Assistant General Secretary of NLC 
and an ex-Deputy National Secretary 
of the Nigerian Union of Journalists 
(NUJ) Chom Bagu is also a member of 
the Commission of Inquiry. 

Adekeye listed other members 
of the commission to include AVM 
Rabiu Dabo, Dr Nasirudeen Usman 
and Malam Mohammed Isah Aliyu.

The Special Adviser stated that 
‘’the Judicial Commission of Inquiry 
is constituted based on the 1999 
Constitution and the Commissions of 
Inquiry Law CAP 34, Laws of Kaduna 
state 1991.’’

According to the statement, the 
Inquiry has 14 terms of reference 
which include ‘’ to ascertain the 
legality of the warning strike, the 
actions of various persons and 
organisations.

Adekeye added that the commission 
should also ‘’determine whether such 
actions amount to any breach of the 
Trade Union Act, the Trade Disputes 

Act, the Trade Disputes (Essential 
Services) Act, the Miscellaneous 
Offenses Act, the Quarantine Act, the 
Public Health Law and Penal Code 
Law of Kaduna state and other laws.’’

‘’The Inquiry will also ascertain 
the economic losses incurred during 
the strike, assign responsibility for 
actions and make recommendations 
for appropriate actions, including civil 
remedies, criminal prosecution and 
policy measures,’’ he said.

The statement pointed out that 
‘’Section 7 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Law grants the Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry the power 
to summon any person in Nigeria to 
give evidence and to issue a warrant 
to compel the attendance of anyone so 
summoned.’’

n Governor Nasir El-Rufai of Kaduna state and Inspector General of Police Usman Alkali Baba, when the 
latter paid a courtesy call to Sir Kashim Ibrahim House

Deputy Gov tasks Biotechnologists 
on food sufficiency
By Peter Ibrahim

The Deputy Governor of Kaduna 
state, Dr Hadiza Balarabe, has 
noted that Biotechnology will 

play a key role in the industrialisation 
of the state, create more jobs and 
enhance its economy.

Dr Balarabe who made this known 
at the opening of the first annual 
symposium of the Biotechnology 
Society of Nigeria, Northwest Zone, 
said that Kaduna State Government 
has began ‘’laying the foundation to 
transform the economy to be private 
sector-driven.’’

‘’Our overarching goal is 
industrializing the state, thereby 
creating jobs and a vibrant economy. 
We are determined to follow this 
positive economic trajectory, knowing 
quite well that industrialization will 
revolutionize the production of goods 
for domestic consumption and export. 

‘’Because of the practical use of 
biological processes in industrial 

production, biotechnology will play a 
key role in the attainment of this goal”, 
she pointed out. 

The Deputy Governor also 
tasked Biotechnologists to use their 
profession to increase the nation’s food 
production and make Nigeria attain 
self-sufficiency.

Dr Balarabe argued that with the 
projected population growth that will 
reach 450 million by the year 2050, 
Biotechnologists should bring up plans 
to ‘’ help us grow enough food by 
increasing productivity’’.

The Deputy Governor who chaired 
the symposium which had the 
theme, “Biotechnology as a Tool of 
Achieving Sustainable Development 
in the 21st Century”, pointed out 
that Biotechnology is ‘’critical in the 
fields of food-production, renewable 
raw-materials and energy, pollution- 
prevention and bioremediation”. 

According to her, ‘’encouraging 
the growth of Biotechnology in 
the state will significantly impact 

By Manasseh Istifanus

From declaring a state of 
emergency on the sector, to 
making teachers of public 

schools undertake a competency 
test, to improving schools’ 
infrastructure, as well as providing 
free uniforms and instructional 
materials, education is the fulcrum 
of the Malam Nasir El-Rufai administration. Indeed, 
one of the most revolutionary steps that the governor 
has taken is enthroning transparency in the award of 
scholarship. 

Under the leadership of Malam Hassan Rilwan, the 
Executive Secretary of the ‘’new improved’’ Kaduna 
State Scholarship and Loans Board, students don’t 
need ‘’to know someone’’ to get scholarship. The 
application, selection of candidates and assessing 
them are all done online at the ‘’paperless Scholarship 
Board’’. Also, scholarship has been unbundled into three 
categories, the Need-based, Merit-based and Disability 
scholarships.

The Need-based is strictly for the children of the poor 
and eligibility is determined by parents’ annual turnover. 
If the parents are deceased, the Death Certificate will be 
required. On the other hand, Merit-based scholarship 
entails the applicant showing evidence that he or she 
is an exceptional student. This category of scholarship 
is for high flying students who have been consistently 
outstanding in their academics for a number of 
semesters. Indeed, anyone who is physically challenged 
is eligible for the Disability scholarship. 

Significantly, there is the loans window, where the 
government, in conjunction with FCMB, has set aside 
N2 billion for students to borrow from and fund their 
education. After graduating and securing a job, the 
beneficiaries can start the repayment. Workers can also 
access this window to fund their education.

On May 27, 2021, the Board granted 34 students 
international scholarships and by September, they will 
proceed for postgraduate studies. The successful 34 
scaled a rigorous selection process out of 265 applicants 
that applied. The scholars comprise 22 first class degree 
holders, six second class (upper division) degree holders 
with CGPA of 4.0 and above going for masters. Likewise, 
three master’s degree holders who bagged a distinction 
and three others who have merit, will be sponsored for 
doctorate degrees on foreign scholarship. 

Indeed, the selection process was transparently done 
using global best practices. All the 265 that applied 
were subjected to the use of English and Plagiarism 
test and 153 applicants passed. Thereafter, each of the 
153 applicants was officially contacted and requested to 
upload a personal statement and a three minutes video. In 
the end, 79 of them passed. ‘’As part of the transparency, 
open governance policy and determination of the state 
government to present only its best for Merit Based 
Foreign Scholarship, the management and staff of the 
Scholarship and Loans Board, having shortlisted the 
candidates, decided to remove itself from the final 
scoring and selection process.’’, Hassan disclosed. 
According to him, a team of individuals who have the 
experience, track record of diligence and objectivity, 
was constituted to form a Selection Committee. The 
Executive Secretary further said that ‘’each applicant 
was scored online by at least three committee members 
and their final score averaged.’’

Specifically, Hassan advised students not to give 
up after failing at first trial because the ‘’the overall 
best student applied for the scholarship twice before 
succeeding. Another student who scored 37.78% the 
first time scored 72.22% on the second attempt to 
clinch the scholarship,’’ he pointed out. Last week, the 
Executive Secretary was at Kaduna State University 
(KASU), where he interacted with the management. 
Afterwards, he disclosed that Kaduna State Government 
has provided scholarships to cover all tuition fees for 
indigent and brilliant students, promising that no 
student will drop out of school due to the increase in 
school fees in state-owned tertiary institutions. 

In the 21st century, skills and a good education are 
the enablers of upward mobility and not circumstance 
of birth, gender or ethnicity. That is what Governor El-
Rufai is determined to give the people of Kaduna state. 

El-Rufai: Providing skills 
and opportunities

Column

on pharmaceuticals, animal health, 
agriculture, textiles, chemicals, plastic, 
paper, biofuels and food. 

“With benefits cutting across all strata 
of society, it will support the creation 
of new jobs, sustainable development, 
public health and environmental 
protection. This simply means that 
countries like ours, must restrategise 
with a focus on biotechnology-based 
researches, to improve food and cash 
crops to eradicate hunger”, she added. 

Meanwhile, the Biotechnology 
Society of Nigeria has given Dr 
Balarabe the title of the ‘’Ambassador of 
Biotechnology Development in Kaduna 
and North-western states.’’

The Vice Chancellor of Taraba State 
University and Chair of BSN Board of 
Trustees, Professor Vincent A Tenebe 
said the award was in recognition of 
her excellent contribution to science as 
a Medical Doctor. 

Other personalities conferred with 
various awards are the Emir of Zazzau, 
Ambassador Nuhu Ahmad Bamalli, 
and the immediate past Vice Chancellor 
of Kaduna State University, Professor 
Barnabas Quryx.
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We inherit N15bn liabilities, paid off 
N13bn debts – Kaduna State Pension Bureau

By Manasseh Istifanus and Abdallah Yunus Abdallah 

There is some kind of confusion between the 
Contributory Pension Scheme and the Defined 
Benefit Pension Scheme, so much that some civil 

servants don’t seem to know the difference between 
the two. Can you shed light on them?

The Defined Pension Scheme is actually the old pension 
system, while the Contributory Pension Scheme is the 
new one. The difference between the two is that the 
Defined Pension Scheme is a pension plan in which the 
total pension obligation is borne by the employer, either 
the state or federal government. The employer promises 
to give the employee some benefits after specific years 
of service, either after putting in 35 years or when he or 
she reaches the retirement age of 60 years. This benefit is 
only due to a person whose appointment is pensionable; 
minimum of 10 years and maximum of 35 years in 
service. For the deceased, he is entitled to Death Benefit, 
gratuity and five years accrued pension if he hasn’t started 
collecting monthly pension at the time of death. However, 
if someone on this scheme has commenced pension of 
say two years before he dies, the remaining years will 
be calculated as part of the Death Benefits, which will be 
given to his Next-of-Kin to complete the mandatory five 
years of pension payment as provided by Section 11 of 
Pension Act, 2004. 

As the name implies, the Contributory Pension Scheme 
entails that the employee and the employer are involved, 
and bear the risk. Both contribute certain percentages. In 
Kaduna state, with the amendment to that law in 2020, it is 
now 7% monthly contribution from the employee and 8% 
from the state government, making the total percentage 
contribution 15%. Every employee in the new scheme 
is expected to have a Retirement Savings Account (RSA), 
more like a bank account, into which those contributions 
are remitted. You must have put in 35 years of service or 
attained the age of 50 years before accessing the pension. 
For instance, upon retirement in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of employment, the retiree may 
withdraw a lump sum of money, of not more than 25% of 
the amount standing to the credit of his Retirement Saving 
Account (RSA), provided such withdrawals shall only be 
made after two months of such retirement, and the retired 
employee has not secured another employment.

Civil servants were given a lump sum called gratuity 
before they begin receiving pension in the old scheme. 
Is it also the same with Contributory Pension Scheme?

Well, it is not the same; in Contributory Pension Scheme, 
the total contribution is what is due to you, plus return 
on investment. In the old scheme, a retiree is entitled to 
gratuity and pension at the point of retirement, which is 
sponsored by the employer using a certain predetermined 
payment formula, based on employees’ earnings history, 
tenure of service, age, etc., rather than on individual 
investment returns. The employer contributes to a pool of 
funds to cover benefits for all participants.

While in Contributory Pension Scheme, upon 
retirement, an employee can draw a lump sum from 
the balance standing to the credit of his RSA, provided 
the balance could procure an annuity or fund monthly 
pension payment as at the date of his retirement. 
However, an employer may choose to pay any other 
severance benefits (by whatever name) over and above 
the retirement benefits payable to the employee subject 
to the terms and conditions of his employment. The total 
contribution made by both employee and employer may 
be more, because it is expected that the Pension Fund 
Administrators (PFAs) will invest the money to generate 

The Executive Secretary of 
Kaduna State Pension Bureau, 
Prof SALAMATU ISAH, explained 
the differences between the new 
Contributory Pension Scheme 
and the old Defined Benefit 
Scheme and issues surrounding 
the liabilities that the present 
administration inherited from 
the past government, in this 
interview.

n Prof Salamatu Isah

Benefit or Accrued Rights. So, anybody that retired in 
December 2016 is actually in the old pension scheme, but 
anyone that has crossed over to January 2017 is supposed 
to be in the new pension scheme, which is mandatory 
for every public servant. So, the contribution that an 
individual made from 2008 to 2016, if he has crossed over 
to 2017, is what we call Accrued Rights or Past Service 
Benefit, which the state government must pay at the point 
of retirement and the amount is added to what he has 
contributed, from 2017 to date, as total benefit. 

So, when people retire, we use the principle of “First 
in-First out” or ‘’First to retire, First to be paid’’ to make 
payment. If you retired in 2017, you are in a queue; when 
you retired in 2018, 2019, up to date, you also join the 
queue. So, in making payments, we usually consider those 
in the queue first, which is those from 2017. Kaduna State 
Government has established a Retirement Benefits Bond 
Redemption Fund Account in the Central Bank of Nigeria. 
The employer groups of the Public Service of the state are 
already making monthly payments into the Fund of an 
amount equal to 5% of the total monthly wage bill. Once 
this amount is received, we make payment to retirees 
through their various PFAs.

The aggregate of 5% of the total monthly wage bill that 
we get is usually less than the total number and amount of 
requests put forward by PFAs. So, we have to consider the 
number that the money we were given will cover. So far, 
we have exhausted 2017 and 2018 with some PFAs, while 
in others, we are still on the 2017 list. But we are doing 
our best to finish with most people on the 2017 list. By 
the time we are able to cover the entire retirees of 2017 
with all the PFAs, the complaints will reduce. But for now, 
I will honestly say that we have a considerable number of 
requests on queue, and looking at the state’s resources, 
we can only cover the list of retirees, batches by batches. 
Hopefully, everyone on that queue will be paid with time. 

How much did this administration inherit as 
pension liabilities when it came to office in 2015 
because there have been some conflicting figures in 
recent times?

I remembered that early last month or so, when the 
former governor of Kaduna state, Alhaji Mukhtar Ramalan 
Yero, claimed that he left an estimated amount of N8 or 
N9 billion-plus, but the current administration said it 
was N15 billion. In the real sense, when the Transition 
Committee came on board immediately after the election 
in 2015, what it received was a paper value on liabilities. 
That is the figure that the former governor had used to 
make a claim. But a lot of gaps were discovered in the 
paper value. For example, no breakdown was given as to 
what each PFA owed in terms of outstanding, the total 
contribution of civil servants as employers, as well as 
contributions from the state government as employers 
that were supposed to have been remitted in each of the 
RSAs, were not remitted. 

For example, Premium Pensions had 21,686 funded 
accounts, and the amount received was N8.4 billion 
with an outstanding amount of N399,013,364.40. The 
outstanding was for October to December 2014 only. 
Sigma Pension received N4,374,614,502.14 as remittances 
but had an outstanding liability of N1,089,957,864.97 
and N395,903,778.09 as outstanding for January 
2015. Leadway Pensure had 35,637 RSAs and received 
N2,558,681,780.56 remittances but had an outstanding 
of liability of N6, 466,385,935.51 (N 449,674,093.13 of 
employees’ deduction and N6,016,711,819.38 of employer 
(LG remittances). So, these figures were not mentioned in 
the liabilities that the former governor claimed to have 
left behind. We also had some employees that what was 
deducted from them as contributions were not captured 
by the former governor and what the government was 
supposed to have remitted too. These missing gaps 
were what necessitated the setting up of a committee to 
investigate the total amount of liabilities in the state. The 
report of the committee brought to light, the N15 billion 
plus as inherited liability.

The committee presented its report to the State 
Executive Council, and more insight on the total 
outstanding liabilities on retirement and Death Benefits 
for state and local government retirees and deceased 
staff as of November 2016 were provided, stating the 
amount as Fifteen billion Five Hundred and Seventy-
Five million, Three Hundred and Ninety-Two thousand, 
One Hundred and Fifty-Two Naira, Forty-One Naira 
(N15,575,392,152.14). On the whole, we have paid over 
N13 billion out of the N15 billion Defined Benefit Scheme 
liabilities that we inherited from the last administration, 
and over N13 billion of the current Contributory Pension 
Scheme

gains before the beneficiaries retire. Government does 
not make any payment again at the point of employee 
retirement, once it has contributed its percentage share 
into the individual’s RSA. 

In the old Defined Benefits Scheme, pension is for 
life. Is it the same in Contributory Pension Scheme?

Yes, but this depends on the arrangement that a 
civil servant has with his PFA. In Contributory Pension 
Scheme, there are two benefits, namely periodic monthly 
or quarterly pension, and the one-off lump sum payments. 
In the periodic payment, we also have Programmed 
Withdrawal and Life Annuity. In the Programmed 
Withdrawal, the retiree collects his retirement benefits 
monthly or quarterly throughout the length of the 
estimated lifespan. Life Annuity is a series of monthly 
or quarterly payments paid to the retiree for life by an 
insurance. Under this scheme, PFAs give retirees their 
entire savings which the beneficiaries transfer to the 
insurance companies of their choice. These insurance 
companies then place them on pension.

The PFAs have different Withdrawal Plans, and 
sometimes these plans are based on a retiree’s age and 
the percentage share of defined lump sum. For instance, if 
someone retires at 50 years, probably he has about 25 to 
30 years to live, the lump sum is 25%, then 75% of the total 
benefit will be spread across the expected lifespan of 25 to 
30 years on a monthly or quarterly basis. Sometimes, if 
the benefit is a small amount, a retiree may not even have 
a lump sum, and the monthly pension may be peanuts if 
spread across the period of years, let’s say a lifetime. 

The National Pension Commission has accused 
several states of not remitting pension funds to PFAs. 
Is Kaduna state making these remittances as and 
when due?

Kaduna state has consistently been making its 
remittances. However, we observed that we still have 
people in the public service that have not registered or 
opened a Retirement Savings Accounts. To this end, we 
have not been able to credit their account or transfer 
their contributions from Transitional Contributory Fund 
(TCF) to their various PFAs. Once the PFAs are identified, 
the Pension Bureau will remit or transfer all the monies 
that have been deducted from these individuals’ salaries 
as their pension contributions. So, we are up to date in 
remittances to all PFAs. 

Some civil servants that left service in 2017 
have not gotten their pensions. Can you clarify this 
situation, given what you said that Kaduna state has 
been making prompt remittances?

The Contributory Pension Scheme started even before 
2016 when it was made compulsory. So, between 2008 
and 2016, pension deductions were deposited into an 
account but not remitted directly to Retirement Savings 
Accounts. There was a mop-up and an actuarial valuation 
of how much was deducted from individual civil servants 
as contributions at both state and local government levels, 
when this administration came in. The total amount of 
these deductions is what we referred to as Past- Service 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

The foreign exchange market 
faced liquidity constraints in 

the first half of 2021, with forex 
being inadequate to meet rising 
demand– Ex-DG, LCCI, Dr. Muda 

Yusuf

BY BUKOLA IDOWU, Lagos

Ecobank Nigeria said it plans 
to empower 40 million wom-
en-owned and women-managed 
businesses in the country through 
its recently launched gender-
based proposition, Ellevate.

Managing director and chief 
executive of the bank, Mr Patrick 
Akinwuntan, speaking on Elle-
vate, said the gender-based prop-
osition for women-owned busi-
nesses is targeted at reducing 
gender inequality in entrepre-
neurship and aids equal repre-
sentation for women in the for-
mal business sector.

According to him, the product 
is part of Ecobank group’s objec-
tive to drive financial integration 
and contribute to the econom-
ic development of the continent 
by deepening engagement with 
women-owned businesses. 

Akinwuntan reiterated that the 
businesses under Ellevate will also 
have “access to Ecobank’s unique 
digital payments and collections 
solutions like Omnilite for pay-
ments, EcobankpayNQR for con-
tactless local and cross-border 
collections, modern POS chan-
nels and various lifestyle bene-
fits including campaigns and pro-
motions to drive their business 
growth and personal well-being.”

He added:“The Ellevate propo-
sition is a total package address-
ing the broad needs of wom-
en-owned businesses in Nigeria 
including businesses that pro-
duce for women.”

Speaking at the launch of Elle-
vate, managing director, Devel-
opment Bank of Nigeria (DBN), 
Mr Tony Okpanachi, lauded Eco-
bank for introducing the product, 
which he said would go a long way 
to assisting the target group.

He disclosed that DBN was do-
ing a lot to uplift small business-
es in the country, stressing that it 
was ready to partner with reputa-
ble financial institutions such as 
Ecobank in that regard.

BY MARK ITSIBOR, Abuja

The federal government has en-
dorsed a digital platform enabling 
travellers book accommodation and 
other hospitality experiences influ-
enced by local culture.

The vice president. Prof.  Yemi Osi-
nbajo gave the endorsement in Abu-
ja last week when he launched Aura 
by Transcorp.

Aura is Nigeria’s equivalent of 
Bookings.com where members of 
the public can make reservations 
for hotels, apartments, spas, restau-
rants, even photographers.

Osinbajo described the Aura ap-
plication as an “excellent innovation” 
that would give a boost to the coun-
try’s hospitality industry.

Speaking of his experience using 
the aura app which is owned and 
operated by Transcorp Hotels, the 
vice president said he “was quite in-
trigued by the concept of Aura. I ac-
tually went to the website to better 
acquaint myself with the service. I 
downloaded the app on my phone 
and on my iPad and I found the 
dashboard was quite easy to navi-
gate”.

Of particular interest to him was 
the fact “there are copious offerings 
of hotels, short let apartments, res-
taurants and I have found the re-
sponse interesting.”

While commending Transcorp Ho-
tel for coming up with the Aura app, 
Osinbajo noted that “the unique of-
fering here is that Transcorp Hotel is 
putting its huge reputation behind 
helping customers choose the best 
accommodation. I think this is great 
and it will help revive the hospitality 
industry especially after the down-
turn in the aftermath of COVID-19”.

FG Welcomes Indigenous 
Hospitality App, Aura

Ecobank To Empower 
40m Nigerian Women 
In Business

Chairman and Managing Director, Chevron Nigeria Ltd., Rick Kennedy, receiving the award for the best exhibition booth at 
the 2021 Nigeria Oil and Gas (NOG) Conference/Exhibitions from the GMD NNPC, Mallam Kolo Mele Kyari, in Abuja.
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BY BUKOLA IDOWU, Lagos

With the value of the naira 
further declining to N504 
to the dollar, businesses and 
corporates are resorting to 
sourcing foreign exchange at 
the parallel market as turnover 
at the Nigeria Autonomous 
Foreign Exchange (NAFEX) 
market continues to plummet.

This is as the 30-day moving 
average of the external reserves 
continue to decline. As at July 
8, 2021, it had declined to 
$33.12 billion, down from 
$35.64 billion which it was at 
the beginning of the year. Total 
turnover as of July 8, 2021 at 
the NAFEX window also known 
as the Investors’ and Exporters’ 
window, decreased by 24.5 per 
cent to $526.79 million with 
trades consummated between 
N400 to N460 to the dollar.

Speaking at the bi-monthly 
forum of the Finance 
Correspondents Association 
of Nigeria (FICAN), immediate 
past director-general of the 
Lagos Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LCCI), Dr. 
Muda Yusuf, noted that the 
foreign exchange market faced 
liquidity constraints in the first 

half of 2021, with forex being 
inadequate to meet rising 
demand.

To him, “the supply of foreign 
exchange was inadequate to 
meet rising demand. The rate 
premium between the Nigerian 
Autonomous Foreign Exchange 
Rate (NAFEX) and the parallel 
market rate averaged around 
20 per cent. Several businesses 
and corporates encountered 
difficulties in sourcing foreign 
exchange at the formal 
segment of the market and 
were forced to source the 
greenback at the parallel 
market.

“Foreign exchange illiquidity 
aggravates investment risk 
which could negatively impact 
asset quality in the banking 
system. Foreign currency-
denominated loans account 
for about between 30 per 
cent and 35 per cent of banks’ 
loan book. Foreign exchange 
volatility is associated with 
risks relating to asset quality 
and financial stability.”

Yusuf, who spoke on 
‘Nigerian economy in first 
half 2021 & outlook for the 
financial services sector,’ said 
financial service institutions 

need a conducive business 
climate to create more avenues 
for investment and that 
more profitable asset classes 
are needed for profitable 
investments to take place.

He further stressed the 
need to address the structural, 
policy, institutional and 
regulatory constraints in 
the business environment 
which would also result in a 
reduction in non-performing 
loans in the banking sector.

He, however, noted that 
despite the pandemic and 
the resultant effect on the 
economy, the Nigerian 
banking industry remained 
resilient. 

Yusuf said the borrowing 
spree of the federal 
government was hurting the 
economy as it escalates the 
already high rate of inflation 
in the country. 

According to him, the 
facility usually comes at a 
huge cost  to the taxpayer as 
the government paid  N480 
billion interest on the N1.8 
trillion facility granted to it 
through the ways and means 
window between January and 
May 2021.

Declining Naira Value Forces Businesses, 
Companies To Parallel Market
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INFLATION 
RATE (%)

 2021 2020 

FEB 17.33 12.20

MARCH 18.17 12.26

APRIL 18.12 12.34

INTER BANK LENDING  
RATE(AS AT JUNE 7 2021)

RATE CHANGE%)

O/N 14.6250 -0.39

1M 12.2044 0.50

3M 13.5297 0.63

6M 14.8144 0.22
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BY OLUSHOLA BELLO, Lagos

Access Bank Plc has said its 
customers can now have ac-
cess to simple, fast and se-
cure tech-driven solutions to 
all digital banking challeng-
es via its newly launched Ac-
cessX experience centre.

The bank explained that 
the experience centre is a one-
stop technology hub where its 
customers are taken on a dig-
ital tour spanning from ar-

tificial intelligence to robot-
ics and smart data, saying, 
the centre is related to digital 
channels and a place to dem-
onstrate the best of its inno-
vative solutions through self-
service banking.

Speaking to journalists dur-
ing a tour of the newly built 
AccessX experience centre re-
cently in Lagos, the executive 
director, retail banking of Ac-
cess Bank, Victor Etuokwu, 
said: “The experience centre 

is a one-stop technology hub 
where customers are taken on 
a digital tour spanning from 
artificial intelligence to robot-
ics, and smart data.”

Etuokwu explained that the 
vision of the bank is for eve-
ry Nigerian to be able to make 
banking transactions in sev-
eral branches digitally, add-
ing that Access Bank took to 
the initiative churning out a 
touch point to ensure its ser-
vices can be accessed.

Sterling Bank Plc has pledged 
support for the 20-year Lagos 
State tourism masterplan and 
policy crafted to transform 
Lagos into one of the top five 
tourism destinations on the 
African continent.

 In a goodwill message at 
the public presentation of 
the tourism masterplan and 
policy, the bank’s chief exec-
utive officer (CEO), Abuba-
kar Suleiman, promised to 
support the government to 
unleash the tourism poten-
tial of Lagos State.

 According to the bank 
chief, the presentation of 
the 20-year masterplan and 
policy to industry stakehold-
ers is a concrete and coordi-
nated action for re-booting 
the tourism economy in La-
gos on a robust and sustain-
able basis.

 Abubakar, who was rep-
resented at the event by the 
regional business executive, 
institutional banking, La-
gos, Mojibola Oladunni said:  
“We are confident that the 
masterplan and policy will 
ensure a more sustainable 
and resilient tourism sector 
that would improve the citi-
zenry’s quality of life, acceler-
ate job creation and poverty 
alleviation.”  

 He noted that COVID-19 
lockdown and restrictions 
threw the global tourism in-
dustry a curveball in 2020, 
stopping about one billion 
people from embarking on 
international trips.

This, he said, provides a 
massive opportunity for La-
gos to work with private sec-
tor partners to stimulate the 
sector to create experiences 

that would excite and make 
international leisure travel-
lers visit local destinations.

 He said although Lagos 
has been a beacon for man-
aging tourism in a structured, 
coordinated and sustainable 
manner, the unveiling of a 
masterplan and policy will 
further harness the power of 
innovation, entrepreneurship 
and communication to devel-
op the sector.

 Presenting the master-
plan, Lagos State governor, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, repre-
sented by his deputy, Obafe-
mi Hamzat, said: “We have 
taken decisive steps to ex-
plore the abundant possibili-
ties in this very critical sector 
by allowing practitioners and 
key stakeholders to be direct-
ly involved in every one of our 
policies.”

BY  OLUSHOLA BELLO, Lagos

FMDQ Securities Exchange 
Limited has approved the quo-
tation of the FBNQuest Mer-
chant Bank Limited N7.34 
billion Series 19 Commercial 
Paper (CP) under its N100 bil-
lion CP Programme on its plat-
form.

A commercial paper is a 
money-market security issued 
by companies with a maturity 
of not more than 270 days to 
get capital from investors to 
meet short-term debt obliga-
tions.

The Exchange said the net 
proceeds from this CP will sup-
port the issuer’s short term 
funding requirements. 

FBNQuest Merchant Bank is 
a merchant banking firm that 
offers an array of financial ser-
vices, including coverage and 
corporate banking, financial 
advisory, debt capital markets, 
equity capital markets, insti-
tutional sales, fixed income 
currency and treasury and 
wealth management.

The bank is committed to 
finding innovative solutions 
for its client base of high net-

worth individuals, small and 
medium enterprises, corpo-
rates, financial institutions 
and governments, whilst ca-
tering to their diverse finan-
cial needs.

The Exchange further 
said: “The timely admission 
of this CP issue, and in gen-
eral, all securities on FMDQ 
Exchange, is reflective of the 
potential of the Nigerian 
debt capital market and the 
commendable level of confi-
dence demonstrated by both 
issuers and investors in the 
market.”

FMDQ Exchange Admits N7.34bn 
FBNQuest Merchant Bank CP

Access Bank To Boost Digital Service Banking

Sterling Bank Pledges Support For Lagos Tourism Masterplan

BY  OLUSHOLA BELLO, Lagos

Tangerine Life is planning to 
have a presence in at least 
eight African countries by the 
year 2024.

Similarly, Tangerine Nigeria 
has repositioned its operation 
to deepen financial inclusion in 
Nigeria with the deployment 
of tech-driven solutions.

Speaking to journalists 
in Lagos at the launch of its 
financial service product 
offerings, head pensions, 
Tangerine Nigeria, Dapo 
Akisanya said: “Under two 
years, we have been able 
to successfully acquire and 
rebrand several businesses, 
firmly establishing Tangerine.

“We have also made 
significant strides in 
repositioning our businesses 
in readiness for growth by 
assembling a strong, agile and 
experienced team that aligns 
with our strategic thinking.”

Akinsanya added, “At 
Tangerine, we believe in 
democratising access to 
financial services and products 
and we seek to achieve this 
by developing simple value-
adding products that are 
easy to understand and, 
which leverage technology to 
increase ease of accessibility, 
helping millions of uninsured 
Nigerians have protection or 
save for the future.”

On the company’s strategic 
plan for the future, head, Life 
Insurance of Tangerine Nigeria, 
Livingstone Magorimbo 
explained: “Our intention over 
the next three to four years is 
to build strong businesses that 
are profitable and have a fair 
share of the larger market in all 
of the segments we participate 
in.

“We aim to do this by 
ensuring that the assets 
acquired in Nigeria are 
efficient and all the merger 
synergies are fully realised. In 
addition, we plan to generate 
value through customer 
acquisition, expansion of our 
agent network, cross-selling 
to our pool of customers and 
improving efficiencies.”

Magorimbo further said: 
“We see our future growth 
coming from the retail 
segment where we have 
made significant investments 
in understanding the market 
need, and in the technology 
and people required to support 
us going forward. We are also 
set to expand Tangerine’s 
presence beyond Nigeria. We 
plan to have a presence in at 
least eight African countries 
by 2024”.

Tangerine Life 
Targets 8 African 
Countries By 2024R-L: Chairman, 

House Committee 
on Petroleum 
Downstream, 
Hon Abdullahi 
Mahmud Gaya 
with minister 
of state for 
petroleum, 
Chief Timipre 
Sylva, after a 
meeting with 
the committee 
at the National 
Assembly, 
recently.
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As economies across the 
world pick up tempo after 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
economic activities in Ni-
geria and Egypt seem to be 
taking off at a faster rate as 
travels and gasoline usage 
have peaked beyond the 
2019 levels.

This is contained in a 
Post COVID-19  Recovery 
Insight by Mastercard. A 
statement issued by chief 
economist of Master-
Card for the Middle East 
and Africa (MEA), Mr Da-
vid Mann, noted that a re-
bound in ground travel and 
pick-up in domestic flight 
bookings  showing encour-
aging signs.

“There are indicators 
of recovery across some 
markets in the Middle 
East and  Africa, for exam-
ple gas spending in Nige-
ria and Egypt are already 
above 2019 peaks. Global 
gasoline spending is up by 

13 per cent from its previ-
ous peak in 2019. In Egypt 
and Nigeria, spendings  at 
gas stations are already 
higher than their 2019 
peaks, while in the UAE 
and in Kenya, they have 
equalised previous levels.

“Air travel remains 
down significantly glob-
ally, although the trajec-
tory is upwards. In mar-
kets like the UAE, Egypt, 
Nigeria, and Kenya, in-
ternational flight book-
ings are climbing, but are 
still at a fraction of where 
they were before the pan-
demic began.”

Mann said that   the re-
port, developed by the 
MasterCard Economics In-
stitute, drew on aggregat-
ed and anonymized sales’ 
activity across the glob-
al MasterCard network 
to better understand the 
next phase for travel, its 
drivers and challenges.

Post COVID-19: Nigeria, Egypt Pick 
up On Travel, Gasoline Spendings

Foreign Affairs Minister, Mr. 
Godfrey Onyeama, has lauded 
the export-enabling initiatives 
of the Nigerian Export Promo-
tion Council under the man-
agement of the chief executive 
officer, Mr Segun Awolowo.

The minister who gave the 
commendation at the weekend 
when he paid a courtesy call 
on Awolowo in Abuja, said the 
NEPC boss is a man of bound-
less energy, who has made the 
agency one of the most suc-
cessful in Nigeria.

According to Onyeama: 
“The NEPC remains a valued 
partner of the ministry of for-
eign affairs and together we 
are transforming Nigeria in 
a very concrete and sustaina-
ble way. The future of Nigeria 
lies in trade and NEPC is stra-
tegically placed to help Nigeria 
trade its way from pandemic 
to prosperity.”

 He congratulated 
Awolowo on his well-de-
served appointment as the 
first ECOWAS trade promo-

tion organisation president 
and said that he is in a po-
sition to use his boundless 
energy and strategic skill to 
transform trade in the re-
gion, emphasising that re-
gional trade cooperation and 
integration are very impor-
tant mechanisms and plat-
forms so the ECOWAS and 
AfCFTA are game changers.

He commended the minis-
ter of foreign affairs’ achieve-
ments stating that missions 
abroad have been instrumen-
tal in driving the penetration 
of Nigerian non-oil products 
in their respective countries 
of assignment.

According to the NEPC 
boss, some of the success 
stories included the drive 
for Nigerian Cuisine Beyond 
Borders, a book by Ambassa-
dor Eniola Ajayi, and the dis-
play of cassanova hips at the 
Nigerian embassy in Germa-
ny amongst other promotion 
activities being facilitated by 
foreign missions abroad.

Onyeama Lauds NEPC’s Export 
Enabling Initiatives



L-R: Minister of Transportation, Rotimi Amaechi; permanent secretary, Dr. Magdalene Ajani; acting managing director, Nigerian Ports Authority, 
Muhammed Bello-Koko and chairman, Lekki Port, Mr Biodun Dabiri, during the inspection visit to Lekki Port by the minister at the weekend.

BY OLUSHOLA BELLO, Lagos

Nigerian Ambassador 
to Russia, Prof. Abdulla-
hi Yibaikwal, has said en-
hanced trade and economic 
cooperation between Nige-
ria and Russia holds tremen-
dous opportunity for inter-
national market penetration 
and economic growth.

Yibaikwal said this during 
the Russia-Nigeria Business 
conference held in Moscow, 
which was organised by Ni-
gerians in Diaspora Organ-
isation (NIDO), Russia and 
Moscow Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.

According to him, Nigeria 
was an emerging economy 
and the prospects for trade 
and economic cooperation 
between both countries 
through inflow and outflow 
of trade and investment 
were very bright.

The ambassador who not-
ed that Nigeria had the larg-
est market in Africa, with a 
population of over 200 mil-
lion, projected to grow to 
over 400 million by 2050, 
said president Muhammadu 

Buhari’s administration in-
tends to establish strong 
economic ties with all coun-
tries to harness Nigeria’s hu-
man and natural resources.

Yibaikwal listed the pri-
ority areas of investment in 
Nigeria as agriculture, man-
ufacturing, solid minerals, 
services, construction, real 
estate, oil and gas.

“Nigeria has a huge mar-
ket for Russian products and 
we expect the economy to 
grow speedily with engage-
ment of trade and invest-
ment between both coun-
tries.”

On the trade volume be-
tween both countries, he 
said it was very low, less 
than $1 billion, exploring 
trade activities between 
both countries would assist 
to shore up the figure.

Also, director, Depart-
ment for Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, Russia, 
Mr Sergey Nosov, said are-
as of mutual cooperation 
must be created between 
both countries to enhance 
economic growth.

BY MARK ITSIBOR, Abuja

Managing director of the 
Nigeria Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (NDIC) Mr Bel-
lo Hassan, has called on the 
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of Nigeria (ICAN) 
to include courses on deposit 
insurance system into the its 
programmes and modules to 
deepen the understanding of 
the scheme within the bank-
ing public.  

The NDIC chief executive 
officer made the call during a 
courtesy call on the corpora-
tion’s management in Abu-
ja by the council members 
of ICAN, led by the presi-
dent, Mrs Comfort Eyitayo, 
a statement from the NDIC 
said.

Hassan said that would 
help to bridge the knowl-
edge gap and address mis-
conceptions on the benefits 
and limitations of the DIS, 
particularly its contributions 
to financial system stability.  

Mr Hassan noted that 
public awareness was a crit-
ical factor towards ensur-
ing the maximum impact 
and penetration of the ben-

efits of the deposit insurance 
system on the general pub-
lic and the financial system 
as a whole. 

He said partnership with 
ICAN and other stakehold-
ers to promote public aware-
ness of the idea had become 
necessary in view of the nov-
el nature of the scheme in 
Nigeria and world at large, 
adding that the corporation 
would continue to place pre-
mium on collaboration with 
its strategic stakeholders in 
the overall discharge of its 
mandate.  

The NDIC Boss thereaf-
ter, congratulated Mrs. Ey-
itayo on her assumption of 
office as the 57th ICAN Pres-
ident. He urged her to en-
sure chartered accountants 
continue to uphold the ide-
als of accuracy and integri-
ty as enshrined in the insti-
tute’s motto. He assured the 
institute of the corporation’s 
continued support and col-
laboration.

In her remark, Mrs Eyi-
tayo acknowledged the in-
valuable contributions of 
the NDIC in stabilising the 
financial system in Nigeria. 

BY ZAKA KHALIQ, Lagos

The federal government, pen-
sion adopting states as well as 
private companies have paid 
N203 billion as monthly pen-
sion contributions into the 
Retirement Savings Accounts 
(RSAs) of their workers in the 
first quarter of 2021, LEAD-
ERSHIP can report. 

Out of this total, the public 
sector accounted for N115.83 
billion translating to 57.03 
per cent while the private sec-
tor contributed N87.27 billion 
or 42.97 to the pension kitty.

In a document released by 
the National Pension Com-
mission (PenCom) and sight-
ed by LEADERSHIP at the 
weekend, the cumulative pen-
sion contributions received 
from both the public and pri-
vate sectors from inception to 
the end of the first quarter of 
2021, amounted to N6.91 tril-
lion, up from the N6.70 tril-
lion as at the end of the Q4, 

2020.
This pension plan ensures 

workers have a better life af-
ter retirement, as their pen-
sion contributions would be 
spread over a certain num-
ber of years, to be paid either 
monthly or quarterly depend-
ing on the choice of the pen-
sioners.

Similarly, the commission 
disclosed that during Q1, 19 
Pension Fund Administrators 
(PFAs) registered 3,292 con-
tributors under the micro 
pension plan (MPP), adding 
that, N16.7 million was remit-
ted to the RSAs of 435 con-
tributors during the period. 

In the quarter under re-
view, 25 states of the federa-
tion had enacted pension laws 
on the contributory pension 
scheme (CPS) while seven 
states were at the bill stage.

Out of the five states oper-
ating other pension schemes, 
four states have adopted the 
contributory defined ben-

efits scheme (CDBS), while 
one, Yobe State, operates 
the defined benefits scheme 
(DBS). 

Speaking in Lagos at the 
weekend, the president, pen-
sion fund operators asso-
ciation of Nigeria (PenOp), 
Wale Odutola, noted that, 
“the pension industry has 
moved from a largely un-
funded pension system to 
one that is fully funded, 
professionally managed and 
mainly private sector-driven.

“We can all agree that 
the contributory pension 
scheme practiced in Nigeria 
has adopted international 
best practices, is technolog-
ically-driven and has grown 
steadily over the period.

“There is also a marked 
progress with respect to 
the level of professionalism 
within the industry. The pen-
sion industry has raised the 
bar for professionals locally.”

While stating that good 

things can be improved 
upon, he said pension pene-
tration in Nigeria is still very 
low when compared with its 
contemporary countries.

Nigeria, he said, current-
ly has a pension penetration 
rate of approximately 11 per 
cent of its labour force, add-
ing that, this pales in com-
parison to 19 per cent in 
South Africa, 20 per cent in 
Kenya and 77 per cent in the 
United Kingdom.

“Consequently, it goes 
without saying that the in-
dustry needs to deepen its 
level of penetration, espe-
cially in the informal sec-
tor,” he added.

Another area of improve-
ment, he added, was the lev-
el of pension assets to GDP. 
Nigeria’s level of pension as-
sets to GDP, he said, is only 
a little over seven per cent 
while in developed mar-
kets, it’s typically above 100 
per cent.

BY  OLUSHOLA BELLO, Lagos

The new management of 
Fidelity Bank Plc has em-
barked on a seven-point 
agenda aimed at strategic 
growth and expansion.

In a statement made 
available to LEADERSHIP 
at the weekend, the chief 

executive officer/managing 
director of Fidelity Bank, 
Mrs Nneka Onyeali-Ikpe, 
explained that the agenda 
focused on brand architec-
ture, brand building and re-
fresh, talent development 
and transformation and reg-
ulatory compliance.

According to Onyeali-

Ikpe, the bank intends to 
embark on an innovation 
drive through the imple-
mentation of new process-
es and techniques.  

 The bank, she stressed, is 
also executing fresh ideas to 
ensure continuous process 
improvement, reduce cost to 
serve, increase competitive-

ness, improve brand recog-
nition and value, build new 
partnerships and relation-
ships, drive turnover, and 
increase profitability.

“We are embarking on 
brand refresh with the aim 
to increase top-of-mind 
awareness of the Fidelity 
brand by external and inter-

nal stakeholders. Workforce 
transformation to create a 
future readily supported by 
a high performing and em-
powered workforce. 

“This will be achieved by 
deepening the skills and 
competencies of staff across 
the bank, entrenching a cul-
ture of high performance, 

and embedding new ways of 
working in the bank. Simi-
larly, our service excellence 
is intended to build brand 
loyalty through personal-
ised and seamless customer 
experience delivery. This is 
already underway with the 
award-winning virtual as-
sistant IVY,” she explained. 

BY YUSUF BABALOLA, Lagos 

Terminal one of the Murtala 
Mohammed Airport (MMA), 
Ikeja, recorded 1,235,709 pas-
sengers in one year, following 
easing of the COVID-19 lock-
down. 

The terminal manager, 
MMA, Mr. Adekunle Ade-
ribigbe, who disclosed this in 

an interview, also revealed that 
between July 2020 and June 
2021, the terminal recorded 
14,079 aircraft movements. 

Aderibigbe stated that after 
the restart of operations fol-
lowing the easing of Covid-19 
national lockdown, passenger 
turnout was low, but added 
that the situation is now en-
couraging.

“We have appreciable turn-
out of passengers compared to 
last year during the restart of 
activities,” he said.

He further said that activi-
ties within the terminal have 
been sanitised, from the en-
trance gate to the terminal. 

According to him, the au-
thority stopped ticketing 
agents from coming to the ter-

minal building in order to re-
duce crowd and touting as pas-
sengers have been encouraged 
to go online and buy tickets in-
stead of patronising touts. 

He added that sanity has 
returned to the car park with 
the automation system of the 
park, as no individual will park 
his vehicle at the car park in-
discriminately. 
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CHUKWUEZUEMIKE
I, formerly known as 
CHUKWUEZUEMIKE GINIKACHI 
GERRY now wish to be called and 
addressed as CHUKWUEZUEMIKE 
GERALDINE GINIKA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

JOHNSON
I, formerly known as AZUKA 
NGOZI PURITY now wish to be 
called and addressed as JOHNSON 
NGOZI PURITY. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

MAGDALENE
I, formerly known as AMAMA 
MAGDALENENGAMACHODA WRONG 
DOB 24/08/1989. now wish to be 
called and addressed as MAGDALENE 
AMAMA, DOB: 24/08/1995. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

TAIWO
I, formerly known as BASIRAT 
SAIDAT AJOKE now wish to be 
called and addressed as TAIWO 
SAIDAT AJOKE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

WALTER
I, formerly known as OMENWA 
ESTHER ADAKU now wish to be called 
and addressed as WALTER ESTHER 
ADAKU CHIMGOZIE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

DANIEL
I, formerly known as GRACE 
YUNUSA now wish to be called 
and addressed as DANIEL 
GRACE. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

IBEABUEKE
I, formerly known as STELLA 
ANYADINDU IBEH now wish to be 
called and addressed as IBEABUEKE 
STELLA ANYADINDU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ISHAQ
I open bank account with name as 
ISIYAKA RABIU OMEIZA. Now wish 
to be known and called as ISHAQ 
RABIU OMEIZA. My date of birth is 
19/3/1994 NOT 19/3/1991. Former 
documents remain valid. First bank 
PLC and general public to take note.

CHIA
I, formerly known as IGBA 
GRACE TERSOO now wish to 
be called and addressed as CHIA 
GRACE TERSOO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

KHADJAT
I, formerly known as HADIZA 
AHMAD  now wish to be called 
and addressed as KHADJAT 
USMAN WAZIRI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ABUBAKAR
I, formerly known as ABUBAKAR 
BISHIR now wish to be called 
and addressed as ABUBAKAR 
BISHIR ABUBAKAR. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CORRECTION OF NAME
I, was Mistakenly and wrongly 
addressed MOHAMMED BABA ALIYU 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MOHAMMED BABAJIYAH ALIYU. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Union Bank of Nigeria Plc. and General 
public take note.

ADDITION OF NAME
I, formerly known as MGBAJIME 
BONIFACE now wish to be called and 
addressed as IORJIIM  MGBAJIME 
BONIFACE. All former documents 
remain valid. Banks and General 
public should please take note. 

IBRAHIM
I, formerly known as IBRAHIM 
NUHU now wish to be called 
and addressed as IBRAHIM 
ISMAIL. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

OLANREWAJU
I, formerly known as OLANREWAJU 
OLATEJU OLUWAFEMI now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
OLANREWAJU OLATEJU FEMI. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

LUCKY
I, formerly known as LUCKY 
EKILI now wish to be called 
and addressed as LUCKY EKILI 
OBASEKI. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

ASAMAU
I, formerly known as ASAMAU 
ILIYASU HAMIDO now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
ASAMAU ILIYASU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

BENJAMIN
I, formerly known as MOJEKWU 
CHINENYE MARCELLINA now 
wish to be called and addressed 
as BENJAMIN CHINENYE 
MARCELLINA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ELEGA
I, formerly known as ELEGA JULIUS 
IDOWU now wish to be called 
and addressed as ELEGA JULIUS 
MONDAY. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concern and 
general public to take note.

CHIDIEBERE
I, formerly known as ANENE 
BENEDICT OLUEBUBE now 
wish to be called and addressed 
as CHIDIEBERE BENEDICT 
OLUEBUBE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

KAREEM
I, formerly known as ABDULKAREEM 
ANAVAMI MEDINAT now wish to be 
called and addressed as KAREEM 
ANAVAMI MEDINAT. All former 
documents remain valid. GT bank PLC 
and general public to take note.

ENO-OBONG
I, formerly known as GIFT 
EDEM UDO now wish to be 
called and addressed as ENO-
OBONG EDEM UDO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

AZUAKOLAM
I, formerly known as AZUAKOLAM 
MARK MBADUGHA now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
AZUAKOLAM MARK CHIAZOKAM 
MBADUGHA All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note. 

ANUM
I, formerly known as ANUM CECI now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
ANUM CECILIA DOOSUUR. AND MY 
CORRECT DATE OF BIRTH IS 11TH 
NOVEMBER,1994 All former documents 
remain valid. FIRST BANK PLC and 
General public should please take note. 

ELLA
I, formerly known as FRANCA 
ELLA BENJAMIN now wish to 
be called and addressed as ELLA 
FRANCA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

DEBORAH
I, formerly known as ADILE 
DEBORAH CHIBUENYI  now 
wish to be called and addressed 
as DEBORAH CHIBUENYI 
ADILE-IKECHUKWU.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

MOUKAILA
I, formerly known as MBAEGBU 
TOOCHUKWU IGNATIUS now 
wish to be called and addressed 
as MOUKAILA MOUBARAK 
IGNATIUS. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

USMAN
I, formerly known as MAGAJI 
ABDULRAZAK now wish to be 
called and addressed as USMAN 
SALISU. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

CHARLES
I, formerly known as CHARLES 
ESTHER ONYINYECHI now wish to 
be called and addressed as CHARLES 
ESTHER ONYINYECHI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

JONAH
I, formerly known as  JONAH 
ISAIAH now wish to be called 
and addressed as JONAH 
ISAIAH IBRAHIM. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

KABIRU
I, formerly known as KABIRU 
UMAR now wish to be called 
and addressed as KABIRU 
BICHI. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

ABDULLAHI
I, formerly known as SOKOTO 
AZUMI ABDULLAHI  now wish to be 
called and addressed as ABDULLAHI 
SHAMSIYA SOKOTO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

GOLOLO
I, formerly known as DABO GOLOLO 
NASIRU ALH now wish to be called 
and addressed as GOLOLO NASIRU 
DABO. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note. 

ARAGA
I, formerly known as ENEYAMIRE 
OYIZA JAMES now wish to be 
called and addressed as  ARAGA 
JULIET. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

AKAN
I, formerly known as NARKO 
DAMINA A. now wish to be 
called and addressed as AKAN 
DAMINA NARKO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ABDULLAHI
I, formerly known as ABDULLAHI 
WALI HUSSAINI now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
ABDULLAHI HUSSAINI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

AMINU
I, formerly known as AMINU 
SULE now wish to be called 
and addressed as AMINU SULE 
WADA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

DIADI
I, formerly known as MONSURAT 
ABDULSAMIU  now wish to 
be called and addressed as 
DIADI MONSURAT.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

SULEIMAN
I, formerly known as LIMAN 
ZAINABU now wish to be called 
and addressed as SULEIMAN 
ZAINABU. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

ANIAGBOSO
I, formerly known as ODUGU 
OBIAGELI LILIAN now wish to be 
called and addressed as ANIAGBOSO 
OBIAGELI LILIAN. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

LARABA
I, formerly known as LARABA 
LIVINUS SHEKARA now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
LARABA DANIEL All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CLEMENT
I, formerly known as CLEMENT 
IDEGE USHIE now wish to 
be called and addressed as 
CLEMENT INYIEUSHIE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

MOHAMMED
I, formerly known as JIBRIN 
MOHAMMED LADAN now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
MOHAMMED JIBRIN. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

UZODIKE
I, formerly known as IGHOMENA 
MARTHA OGHENEOVOVWERO 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as MRS UZODIKE MARTHA 
OGHENEOVOVWERO All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

LUKMAN
I, formerly known as ARIBA TAYIBAT 
ANAVAMI. now wish to be called 
and addressed as LUKMAN TAYIBAT 
ANAVAMI. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concern and 
general public to take note.

BEATRICE
I, formerly known as AWOALA 
BEATRICE IBIMINA now wish to be 
called and addressed as BEATRICE 
AKPOFURE OGBUWAWA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ABDULLAHI
I open bank account with name 
as JIMOH LUKA. Now wish to be 
known and called as ABDULLAHI 
RUKAYAT OYIZA. Former 
documents remain valid. GT bank 
PLC and general public to take note.

MBECHUN
I, formerly known as THANKGOD 
MBECHUN SAMSON now wish to be 
called and addressed as MBECHUN 
AMELIA BASSEY. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ABUBAKAR
I, formerly known as ADAMS ABIGAIL, 
WITH DATE OF BIRTH, 7 FEBUARY 2000 
WITH PHONE NO: 08115103773 now wish 
to be called and addressed as ABUBAKAR 
GRACE, DATE OF BIRTH 17 FEBUARY 
2002 PHONE NO:09050631327. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

ILIYA
I, formerly known as ICYAS 
SHAMAKI now wish to be 
called and addressed as ILIYA 
SHAMAKI WILFRED. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ADDITION OF NAME
I, formerly known as CHRISTOPHER 
UGWOKE now wish to be called 
and addressed as CLEMENT 
UGWOKE CHRISTOPHER. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CORRECTION OF NAME
My names were wrongly captured 
as KWAGHVER CHUAN SABASTINE 
instead of CHUWAN SABASTINE 
KWAGHVEER. Now wish to be known 
and addressed as CHUWAN SABASTINE 
KWAGHVEER. Authorities concerned 
and general public take note.

INNOCENT
I, formerly known as INNOCENT 
ISAH now wish to be called and 
addressed as INNOCENT ISAH 
OCHEFU. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

AKADIRI
I, formerly known as AYO OJO 
now wish to be called and 
addressed as AKADIRI KAREEM 
AYO. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

SUMAILA
I, formerly known as YUNUSA 
JOY AUDU now wish to be called 
and addressed as SUMAILA JOY 
HASSAN. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

IKYUEN
I, formerly known as GEOFFEREY 
MONDAY, DOB: 11-06-19890  now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
IKYUEN MONDAY, DOB: 22-04-1989. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

OJO
I, formerly known as BENJAMIN 
VICTORIA now wish to be 
called and addressed as OJO 
VICTORIA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

AGWU
I, formerly known as 
PHILOMENA EZE now wish to be 
called and addressed as AGWU 
UZOMA CHINENYE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

OYEWO
I, formerly known as MISS 
AFOLAYAN JUMOKE 
FUNMILOLA now wish to be called 
and addressed as MRS OYEWO 
JUMOKE FUNMILOLA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

UGWU
I, formerly known as ENYI 
GODWIN OZIOMA  now wish to 
be called and addressed as UGWU 
INNOCENT CHIDERA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

LAWAL
I, formerly known as ONUGWU 
PEACE IHOTU now wish to be 
called and addressed as LAWAL 
JOHN PEACE IHOTU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

SUMEILA
I, formerly known as SAKI HABIBAT.  
now wish to be called and addressed 
as SUMEILA OHUNENE FAITH. MY 
DATE OF BIRTH IS 25/5/1991 NOT 
16/4/1991. All former documents 
remain valid. Stanbic bank PLC and 
general public to take note.

CHIOMA
I, formerly known as CHIOMA 
CLAUDINE, EBEBE now wish to be 
called and addressed as CHIOMA 
CLAUDINE, EDIH. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

IBRAHIM
I, formerly known as IBRAHIM 
AHAMA now wish to be called 
and addressed as IBRAHIM 
AGAMA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

UKA
I, formerly known as OKORIE 
EMEROLE now wish to be 
called and addressed as UKA 
CHUKWU EMEROLE.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

SALAMI
I am known and called as follows ;- 
SALAMI OKARAGA OZIEMA and KABIRU 
SHERIFIDEEN. Now wish to be known and 
called as SALAMI OKARAGA OZIEMA. My 
date of birth is 5/5/1987 NOT 9/5/1987. 
Former documents remain valid. Stanbic 
bank PLC and general public to take note.

MOSES
I, formerly known as UCHE 
CONFIDENCE now wish to be 
called and addressed as MOSES, 
NEUAMIKZCJ CONFIDENCE All 
documents bearing my former names 
remain Valid. General public take note

BELLO
I, formerly known as BELLO OMEIZA 
YAHAYA now wish to be called and 
addressed as  BELLO YAHAYA. MY 
DATE OF BIRTH IS 23/11/1979 NOT 
30/4/1980. All former documents 
remain valid. GT bank PLC and 
general public to take note.

DADAM
I, formerly known as DADAM 
SIMON PETER now wish to 
be called and addressed as 
DADAM SOEMTONG. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

IORNENGE
I, formerly known as TITUS 
IORNENGE now wish to be called 
and addressed as IORNENGE 
TITUS TERYIMA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ONUH
I, formerly known as JAMES 
KAYODE INNOCENT now wish to 
be called and addressed as ONUH 
JAMES KAYODE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ISA
I, formerly known as ISA 
IBRAHIM  now wish to be 
called and addressed as ISA 
IBRAHIM OYIGODU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

JANE
I, formerly known as SAMUEL   
JANE   SHAIBU now wish to be 
called and addressed as JANE   
SHAIBU. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

CHRISTIANA
I, formerly known as CHRISTIANA 
UGAMA UGBASHI now wish to be 
called and addressed as CHRISTIANA 
UGBASHI PHILIP. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CHARITY
I, formerly known as CHARITY 
CHINWENDU OKOCHA  now wish 
to be called and addressed as MRS. 
CHARITY  CHINWENDU   VICTOR.  
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

HASSA
I, formerly known as MAIRO 
HASSAN now wish to be called 
and addressed as HASSA 
MARYAM LEDA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

DEBORAH
I, formerly known as DEBORAH 
ADEDOYIN ADEYEMO now wish to 
be called and addressed as DEBORAH 
ADEDOYIN BADEJO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

OGECHUKWU
I, formerly known as IFENDU 
IKWUAGWU UGO  now wish to be 
called and addressed as OGECHUKWU 
UGOCHI   PRECIOUS. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 
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INUSA
I, formerly known as SANI 

MAHMUD now wish to be 
called and address as INUSA 
SHAMAWILU. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 

please take note. 

YAKUBU
I, formerly known as ISYAKU 

SAHADATU now wish to be 
called and address as YAKUBU 
SHAMSIYA.. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 

please take note. 

OGBAJI
I, formerly known as 

OGILEGWU  UDUMA  MARTINA 
now wish to be called and address as 
OGBAJI  MARTINA UDUMA. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 

should please take note. 

HALIRA
I, formerly known as HALIRA 
AGYOSE  now wish to be called 
and addressed as HALIRA 
IBRAHIM AGYOSE.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

PRINCESS
I, formerly known as FASHANU 
OLUWANIFEMI DANIELLA now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
PRINCESS AROKOYO-FASHANU 
OLUWANIFEMI DANIELLA.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

MAIMUNA
I, formerly known as MAIMUNA 
ISIYAKU     now wish to be called 
and addressed as MAIMUNA 
ISIYAKU MUSA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

DANIEL
I, formerly known as DANIEL 
BECKY BABY now wish to 
be called and addressed as 
DANIEL BECKY LAMI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

AYUBA
I, formerly known as AYUBA 
KAURA  now wish to be called 
and addressed as AYUBA 
MATHEW. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

GISIOHA
I, formerly known as NWANKWO 
BLESSING IJEOMA now wish to be 
called and addressed as GISIOHA 
IJEOMA BLESSING All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ISA
I, formerly known as ISA 
IBRAHIM  now wish to be 
called and addressed as ISA 
IBRAHIM OYIGODU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

STEPHEN
I, formerly known as STEPHEN 
NKOM  now wish to be called 
and addressed as STEPHEN 
JOSHUA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

AKPATA
I, formerly known as AKPATA 
KEHINDE FINEBOY now wish to 
be called and addressed as AKPATA 
OLOKPE KEHINDE.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

GLORY
I, formerly known as MISS. GLORY 
OJIMA OKOH  now wish to be called 
and addressed as MRS. GLORY 
OJIMA OBASOYEN. All documents 
bearing my former name remain 
valid. The general public take note.

ONYEUKWU
I, formerly known as EBOIGBODIN  
NKEOYENASUA. now wish to be 
called and addressed as ONYEUKWU  
NKEOYENASUA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

AKINPELUMI
I, formerly known as SURNAME.   
AKINPELU, FIRST NAME.  OLABANJI, 
MIDDLE NAMES.  OSUOLALE now wish 
to be called and addressed as SURNAME.  
AKINPELUMI, FIRST NAME.  OLABANJI, 
MIDDLE NAME OSUOLALE. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

LUBABATU
I, formerly known as LUBABATU  
JENNIFER  UMARU now wish to be 
called and addressed as LUBABATU  
JENNIFER  UMARU - THOMAS All 
former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

LORITA
I, formerly known as LORITA 
APOLLOS now wish to be 
called and addressed as LORITA 
APOLLOS-UBUA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ABDULHADI
I, formerly known as KASIM 
HADI AISHETU, LYDIA AISHETU 
HADIKASIM  now wish to be called 
and addressed as ABDULHADI 
AISHA KASIM.  All former documents 
remain valid. Concerned authorities 
and general public to take note.

OKOYE
I, formerly known as OKOYE 
JIDEOFOR FELIX now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
OKOYE JIDE FELIX.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ATTAH
I, formerly known as MILLICENT 
CHINELO ATTAH now wish to be 
called and addressed as ATTAH 
CHINELO EDITH. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

NASIRU
I, formerly known as NASIRU SALIHU 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as NASIRU SALIHU MOHAMMED. 
All former documents remain valid. 
FIDELITY BANK and General public 
should please take note. 

GARBA
I, formerly known as GARBA 
NATHANIEL  now wish to be 
called and addressed as GARBA 
NATHANIEL DANIEL. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

OMOLEI
I, formerly known as OMOLEI 
OMO AFEGBAI now wish to be 
called and addressed as OMOLEI 
OMO OBAJE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

LYDIA
I, formerly known as LYDIA 
INALEGWU  now wish to 
be called and addressed as 
LYDIA GIFT KADIRI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ZAINAB
I, formerly known as ZAINAB 
ADAMU now wish to be called 
and addressed as ZAINAB 
ADAMU ORUME. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

RECONCILIATION OF NAMES
This is to confirm that ABDULWAHEED 
OLOBA and ABDUL-WAHEED OLOBA 
ABDUL-AZEEZ refers to one and the same 
person now wish to be known and addressed 
as ABDUL-WAHEED OLOBA ABDUL-AZEEZ. 
All former documents remain valid. General 
public please take note.

AISHA
I, formerly known as AISHATU 
BARMA  now wish to be called 
and addressed as AISHA 
BARMA KACHALLA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

HAUWA
I, formerly known as HAUWA 
UMAR now wish to be called and 
addressed as HAUWA UMAR 
SHUAIB. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

OLADAPO
I, formerly known as FAKUNMOJU  
OLUWASEUN  DAPO now wish to be 
called and addressed as OLADAPO  
OLUWASEUN  DAPO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

LAWANSON
I, formerly known as AKINDELE 
OLUWAGBENGA ADEMUYIWA 
now wish to be called and 
addressed as LAWANSON SAMSON 
OLUWAGBENGA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CONFIRMATION OF NAMES
I, AJISEFINNI RASHEED BALOGUN 
am the same person that bearing 
AJISEFINNI RASHEED OLATUNBOSUN. 
that henceforth I want to be known call 
and address as AJISEFINNI RASHEED 
BALOGUN. All former document remain 
valid. Banks and general public take note.

BENJAMIN
I, formerly known as OJO BENJAMIN 
OGUNDAHUNSI  now wish to be 
called and addressed as BENJAMIN 
OJO OGUNDAHUNSI.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

PRINCESS
I, formerly known as FASHANU 
OLUWAPELUMI DEBORAH now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
PRINCESS AROKOYO-FASHANU 
OLUWAPELUMI DEBORAH.  All 
former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

DAIYABA
I, formerly known as MISS DAIYABA 
ISHAK SALISU now wish to be 
called and addressed as MRS 
DAIYABA ISHAK SALISU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

USMAN
I, formerly known as  MUFUTAU 
AKANNI USMAN now wish to be 
called and addressed as USMAN 
MUFUTAU AKANNI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

NWAZE
I, formerly known as NWAZE 
ROSE NNENNA  now wish to be 
called and addressed as NWAZE 
ROSE NNENNAYA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

IBRAHIM
I, formerly known as IBRAHIM ELISHA 
BATURE now wish to be called and 
addressed as IBRAHIM JOHN, AND 
THAT MY ACTUAL DATE OF BIRTH IS  
27/12/2000 AND NOT  27/12/1996. All 
former documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

RABIU
I, formerly known as RABIU  
YADAMU  DANJUMA ON MY BVN 
AND FIRST BANK ACCOUNT now 
wish to be called and addressed 
as RABIU BAKO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

AUWAL
I, formerly known as YAHAYA LAWAL  
now wish to be called and addressed 
as AUWAL YAHAYA GULUMBE, DATE 
OF BIRTH;  01-01-1990. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

AWORAWO
I, formerly known as AWORAWO 
MARIA AGI now wish to be called 
and addressed as AWORAWO 
AGILIGA MARIA.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ADDITION OF NAME
I, formerly known as IGBA SAMUEL 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as IGBA  JOSEPH  SAMUEL.  All 
former documents remain valid. 
Access bank PLC and general public 
should please take note.

FOLORUNSHO
I, formerly known as SURNAME. 
FOLORUNSHO, FIRST. NAME RASAKI 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
SURNAME.  FOLORUNSHO, FIRST NAME.  
RASAQ, MIDDLE NAME OLADEHINDE. 
All former documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

NWOKEDI - JOSEPH 
I, formerly known as MISS 
NWOKEDI  SANDRA  ULOAKU 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as MRS NWOKEDI - JOSEPH  
SANDRA  ULOAKU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CORRECTION OF NAME
This is to inform the general public that 
my name was wrongly captured as 
SHEIFU KOREDE instead of  SHEIFU 
AKOREDE OLAEWE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CORRECTION OF NAME
I am known and addressed as YAKUBU 
ZUBAIRU but my name was wrongly 
captured as ZABAIRU instead of 
ZUBAIRU in my BVN now want it to 
be corrected as YAKUBU ZUBAIRU. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public to take note.

ELKANAH
I, formerly known as 
HYELAKIDATI ADANAA now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
ELKANAH ADANAA.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CHIYA
I, formerly known as DAMUK  NANBAK 
PADIL, WRONG D.O.B 23/11/1986,  
now wish to be called and addressed 
as CHIYA NANBAK PADI  DAMUT, 
CORRECT D.O.B 23/12/1986. All 
former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

AMINU
I, formerly known as SARKI 
AMINU now wish to be called and 
addressed as AMINU YAHAYA. All 
former documents remain valid. 
Access Bank and General public 
should please take note. 

UMARU
I, formerly known as MUHAMMED 
HADIZA  now wish to be called 
and addressed as UMARU 
HADIZA USMAN. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

UGBEDEOJO
I, formerly known as MISS ADEMU 
BLESSING PRAISE now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
UGBEDEOJO BLESSING. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

LADAN
I, formerly known as JOSIYA 
LADAN HUSSAINI.  now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
LADAN, JOSHUA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

MELE
I, formerly known as MISS MELE 
BULUS MUSA now wish to be 
called and addressed as MRS MELE 
LHEBADE AGWADU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ESTHER
I, formerly known as DORCAS  
IYABO IYABO OSENI  now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
ESTHER OBASA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

HALIMA
I, formerly known as HALIMA 
SALMANU ISMAIL  now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
HALIMA SENIMANU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

IJEOMA
I, formerly known as MISS. IJEOMA 
ONYEKA  now wish to be called 
and addressed as MRS. IJEOMA 
EDIDIONG EFFIONG. All documents 
bearing my former name remain 
valid. The general public take note.

KABIRU
I, formerly known as ISHAKA  MOHAMMED. 
OLD DATE OF BIRTH IS 30-01-1987 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
KABIRU MUHAMMED JIDAWANI. NEW 
DATE OF BIRTH IS 05-02-1995. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

MONDAY
I, formerly known as NEGEDU 
ESTHER BLESSING now wish to be 
called and addressed as MONDAY 
ESTHER BLESSING. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

CORNELIUS
I, formerly known as MISS DEBORAH 
AGODI MONLE.  now wish to be called 
and addressed as MRS CORNELIUS 
DEBORAH MONLE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ABDUSSAMADU
I, formerly known as ABDUSSALAM 
SULEIMAN now wish to be called 
and addressed as ABDUSSAMADU 
SULAIMAN. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note. 

ZAINAB
I, formerly known as ZAINAB 
ABDULLAHI BELLO now wish to 
be called and addressed as ZAINAB 
ABUBAKAR BELLO.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

ISAH
I, formerly known as MUSA 
ABDULLAHI now wish to 
be called and addressed as 
ISAH ABDULLAHI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

OMEJE
I, formerly known as SUSAN 
NWAYINKWO OMEJE now wish to 
be called and addressed as OMEJE 
EZINNE SUSAN.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

BLESSING
I, formerly known as MISS 
BLESSING CHIKAODILI OKEKE 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as MRS  BLESSING .C. EMMANUEL 
BENJAMIN. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note. 

ABIEYUWA
I, formerly known as ABIEYUWA 
HENRIETTA AIGBEKAEN now 
wish to be called and addressed 
as ABIEYUWA HENRIETTA 
EMUMWEN. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

YAKUBU
I, formerly known as YAKUBU 
UMMARU, WRONG D.O.B 
31/10/1983 now wish to be called and 
addressed as YAKUBU ISA, CORRECT 
D.O.B 01/01/1978. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

SHEKWOGAZA
I, formerly known as BARAU 
DORATHY MUCHELO now wish 
to be called and addressed as 
SHEKWOGAZA DORATHY.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

MAHMUD
I, formerly known as MAHMOUD 
ZAKARI ADAKAWA now wish to be 
called and addressed as MAHMUD 
ZAKARI ADAKAWA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

DAUDA
I, formerly known as PAULINA D. 
OMMAME  now wish to be called and 
addressed as DAUDA IGWOTA OMAME, 
AND THAT MY ACTUAL DATE OF 
BIRTH 6/08/1993 NOT 01/01/1987. All 
former documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

BASHIR
I, formerly known as BASHIR 
IBRAHIM   now wish to be called 
and addressed as BASHIR 
ISAH. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

MUHAMMED
I, formerly known as DAHIRU DUDU 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as  MUHAMMED DAHIRU, AND 
THAT MY ACTUAL DATE OF BIRTH 
07/05/1981 NOT 04/04/1992. All 
former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

SABO
I, formerly known as SABO 
SAGAGI   now wish to be called 
and addressed as SABO DAHIRU 
SAGAGI. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

SAFIYA
I, formerly known as RAMATU 
YUSUF now wish to be called 
and addressed as SAFIYA 
YUSUF. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

IBRAHIM
I, formerly known as IBRAHIM 
HASSAN MOHAMMED  now wish to 
be called and addressed as IBRAHIM 
HASSAN MUHAMMAD. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

DAUDA
I, formerly known as DAUDA VICTOR 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as DAUDA EWUTSO VICTOR, AND 
THAT MY ACTUAL DATE OF BIRTH 
12/12/1992. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note. 

SULE
I, formerly known as ALIYU  
HASSANA now wish to be 
called and addressed as 
SULE  HASSANA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

AJIDAHUN
I, formerly known as ABDULWAHAB 
SIKIRU OLAWALE  now wish to be 
called and addressed as AJIDAHUN 
SIKIRU SEGUN. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

RAPHAEL
I, formerly known as RAPHAEL 
NNAEMEKA NWOKPOKU now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
RAPHAEL NNAEMEKA ALIGBO 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

GABRIEL
I, formerly known as OKOH FRANCA 
OBIYE,  now wish to be called and 
addressed as GABRIEL FRANCA 
OBIYE.  All former documents 
remain valid. Concerned authority 
and general public take note.

UKOH
I, formerly known as GREATSON 
SUNDAY. now wish to be 
called and addressed as UKOH 
SUNDAY GREATSON.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

IDOKO
I, formerly known as EMMANUEL  
MARTIN’S now wish to be 
called and addressed as IDOKO  
AMODU. All former documents 
remain valid. General public 
should please take note. 

OMOLADE
I, formerly known as TAIWO 
OMOLADE BOSEDE   now wish to be 
called and addressed as OMOLADE 
TAIWO ABOSEDE. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

IKECHUKWU
I, formerly known as IKECHUKWU 
EMMANUEL NWOKOYE now wish 
to be called and addressed as MR. 
IKECHUKWU EMMANUEL.  All 
former documents bearing the old 
name remain valid. General public 
should take note.

UDEZE
I, formerly known as UDEZE 
CHRISTY now wish to be called and 
addressed as UDEZE CHRISTIANA 
ARINZECHUKWU.  All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

YAHAYA
I, formerly known as HABIBA  
UMAR SHAIBU now wish to 
be called and addressed as 
YAHAYA HABIBA SHUAIBU. 
All former documents remain 
valid. Bank’s and N.I.N take note.

SALIU
I, formerly known as KOLAWOLE 
FRANCIS  now wish to be 
called and addressed as SALIU 
SUNDAY SYLVESTER. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note. 

DAUDA
I, formerly known as DAUDA 
OKANLAWON IBRAHIM  now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
DAUDA OLASOJI OLASUNKANMI 
ABRAHAM. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERS ACT, 2020
IN THE MATTER OF COMPANIES LIMITED BY SHARES

IN THE MATTER OF MEMBERS VOLUNTARY WINDING UP
NOTICE OF FINAL GENERAL MEETING

OF
LUBE-OILS LIMITED RC 143095

Pursuant to Section 631 (1) and (2) of the Companies and Allied
Matters Act 2020

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that a final General Meeting of LUBE-OILS Limited 
will be held on the Tuesday 17th day of August, 2021 at 58/60, Broad Street, 
Lagos, Lagos State at 10:00am prompt to consider following matters:

1.  To receive the final account of the Liquidator showing how the 
Winding-Up of the Company had been conducted and the property 
of the Company has been disposed off together with Auditor’s Report 
therein.

2.  To receive any explanation on the Winding-Up in general and any 
incidental matter(s).

Dated this 7th day of July, 2021

SIGNED: OLUSEGUN OLANIYI - LIQUIDATOR

MEGA LIGHT DELIVERANCE MISSION
THIS IS TO INFORM  THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE ABOVE NAMED 
MINISTRY HAS APPLIED TO THE CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
(CAC),ABUJA, FOR REGISTRATION UNDER PART “F” OF THE 
COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERS ACT, 2020.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. EMHALUMHE MESHACK OGBAJI  (CHAIRMAN)
2. UNACHUKWU UCHE MARIAGORA  (SECRETARY)
3. SOLOMON EMMANUEL   (MEMBER)

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1.  TO PREACH & TO TEACH THE WORD OF GOD
2.  TO WIN SOULS TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD
3.  TO RENDER HELP TO THE LESS PRIVILEGE AS GOD LEADS & 

DIRECT

ANY OBJECTION TO THIS REGISTRATION SHOULD BE FORWARDED 
TO THE REGISTRAR GENERAL CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION, 
PLOT 420 TIGRIS CRESCENT, OFF AGUIYI IRONSI STREET, MAITAMA, 
ABUJA WITHIN 28 DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION. 

SIGNED: SECRETARY.

LANDLORDS AND LANDLADIES 
OF CARIBBEAN ESTATE ASSOCIATION

The general public is hereby notified that the above named 
has applied to Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja for 
Registration under Part ‘’F’’ of the Companies and Allied Matters 
Acts, (CAMA) 2020.

NAMES OF TRUSTEES:              
1. Irogue Wilfred Aiguobasimwin .  
2. Onoigboria Kester Alus.             
3. Joseph Edosomwan Henry.            
4. Ilueminosen Victor Ose.             
5. Odiase-Alegimenlen Obehi Adetokunbo.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:               
1. To foster unity among members.     
2. To promote welfare of members.                    
3. To promote communal works, to improve the standard of living 

amongst ourselves and the society.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420 Tigris 
Crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days 
from this publication.

SIGNED: CHAIRMAN.

EGBUOMA PEOPLES ASSEMBLY
The General Public is hereby notified that the above named ORGANIZATIONS has 
applied to Corporate Affairs Commission Abuja for Registration under the Part “C” of 
the Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1.  Uzoaru Fred
2.  Okeke Humphrey Nduka.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1.  To incorporate, unite and empower  all the youth of Egbuoma under one Umbrella 

organization with all rights and privileges accorded.
2. Promoting and Restoration of Egbuoma Community, Cultural and Traditional 

Heritage.
3.  The development of Egbuoma Town.
4.  To Empower Women and Children of Egbuoma Community.
5.  To Rehabilitate and Discourage  the use of illicit drugs amongst the youth. Also to 

dissuade the youth from enlisting and participation in secret cult organizations. 
6.  To Empower the Youth by encouraging positive mindset. 
7. To observe and preserve the legal right and justice for all, making sure everyone is 

treated equally under the law. 
8. To monitor and be accountable to the members on financial matters and other 

available resources therein. 
9. Empowerment and support of widows and less privileged members    of Egbuoma 

Community and its Neighbors.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, 
Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi, Street, 
Maitama, Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

SIGNED: SECRETARY

FISABILILLAHI FOUNDATION RIKKOS, JOS
This is to inform the general public that the above named has applied 
to the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja for Registration 
under part ‘C’ of Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.

TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Abdullahi Hassan Muhammad  (Chairman)
2. Abdullahi Umar   (Secretary)
3. Adam Abdulrauf Zubairu
4. Abdur-Rahman Ismail
5. Aminu Maimasari
 
AIM AND OBJECTIVE:
1. To promote peaceful coexistence among Muslim and non 

muslim in the society.
2. To promote honesty, and sound relationship among members.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris 
Crescent, Off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, P.M.B 198, Maitama, Abuja within 
28 days of this publication. 

SIGNED: SECRETARY

CKAY FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN & CHILDREN
This is to inform  the general public that the above named has 
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja, for 
Registration under part “F” of the Companies and Allied Matters 
Act, 2020

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Asagba Egwonor Constance  (Chairman)
2. Asagba Okeremute  (Treasurer)
3. Oghene Lydia   (Secretary)

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. To help transform the world by providing a better future for 

the under-privileged women and children  
2.  To empower & encourage women in the society 
 Orphanage care & social care 
 Education & skill acquisition 

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar General Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420 Tigris 
Crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days 
of this publication. 

SIGNED: SECRETARY.

METEORICS FRIENDS CLUB
The general public is hereby notified that the above named 
has applied to Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja for 
Registration under Part ‘’F’’ of the Companies and Allied Matters 
Acts, (CAMA) 2020.

NAMES OF TRUSTEES: 
1. Obi, Starislaus Ifeanyi  - Trustee and President
2. Anele Henry Ndidiamaka  - Trustee and Secretary
3. Ottih, Mathias Ikedi  - Trustee
4. Iwuaba, Kingsley Chidera  - Trustee
5. Omenugha, Vivian Ekene  - Trustee

AIM AND OBJECTIVES:
1.  To foster togetherness among member;
2.  Promotion of each others business;
3.  Impacting the society at large through philanthropic gestures.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420 Tigris 
Crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days 
from this publication.

SIGNED: CHAIRMAN

FERDYAMAKA CHARITY FOUNDATION
The General Public is hereby notified that the above named 
Foundation has applied to Corporate Affairs Commission Abuja 
for Registration under the Part “C” of the Companies and Allied 
Matters Act, 1990.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Nwachukwu Maurice Okechukwu
2. Alilonu Ferdinand Nzewunwa    - Chairman    
3. Iwu Jacqueline Uzoamaka.           - Secretary

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. To provide humanitarian service and supports widows.
2. To provide academic and vocational training and education to 

orphans and less privileged children and youths.
3. To provide basic amenities and support in rural areas in Nigeria 

and beyond.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission, plot 420, Tigris 
crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi, Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days 
of this publication.

SIGNED: ALILONU FERDINAND NZEWUNWA - (CHAIRMAN)

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE THRONEROOM OF GRACE HEALING MINISTRY .

Address : No 22, Wisdom Street, Off 2nd East Circular Road, Benin City, Edo State

The general public is hereby notified that the above named has applied to Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC), Abuja for Registration under Part ‘’F’’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Acts, 
(CAMA) 2020.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
1. Oghagbon Osarieme Maureen - Chairman
2. Abure Bridget Adesuwa Zita  - Secretary
3. Oghagbon Praise Osayimwense - Member

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1.  To preach and teach the word of god to all people and turn them from darkness to light.
2.  To proclaim far and wide, the gospel of our lord Jesus Christ and to turn many to righteousness
3.  To reach out to the less privileged in their needs.
4.  To set the captives free through the gospel of our lord Jesus Christ. 
5.  To win souls into the kingdom of god. 
6.  To help believers live a victorious life over sin, sickness, poverty, failure, and satan.
7.  To continue to engage in children evangelism and the care for pregnant and nursing mothers 

all over the country as directed by our lord Jesus Christ.
8.  To engage in divine healing and set those in spiritual and physical bondage free.
9.  To evangelize the world through publications, television, and radio broadcasts, Christian 

literature, and printing of religious tracts.
10.  To conduct children’s annual open-air crusades as sponsored by other bodies where clothes, 

shoes, foods, etcetera, can be given to the less privileged in our society.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs 
Commission, Plot 420 Tigris Crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days from 
this publication.

SIGNED: OGHAGBON OSARIEME MAUREEN  (CHAIRMAN)

ONHIGH OUTREACH
The general public is hereby notified that the above named 
has applied to Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja for 
Registration under part ‘’C’’ of the Companies and Allied Matters 
Acts, (CAMA) 2020.

NAMES OF TRUSTEES:
1. Inyama Godstime Uzor   - Chairman
2. Ogunseyi Philomena Damilola  - Secretary
3. Inyama Japhet Chijioke   - Trustee
4. Agbonghae Bright Ogbeide   - Trustee
5. Edijala Mercy Oghenefergu   - Trustee

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. To improve women’s lives by ending rape and domestic violence, 

set up a shelter or educate women about how to stay safe and 
community assistance

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420 Tigris 
Crescent, off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days of 
this publication.

SIGNED: CHAIRMAN

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
I,  HARUNA ABUBAKAR, HEREBY WISH TO 
INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC OF  THE LOSS 
OF   ORIGINAL LAND DOCUMENT,  RIGHT   OF 
OCCUPANCY (R OF O) IN RESPECT OF PLOT NO. 
1715, WITH FILE NO. KN 11366, MEASURING 
ABOUT 6,016.10SQM, CADASTRAL ZONE 
BO7, KATAMPE DISTRICT ABUJA 

THE LOSS  OF THE SAID DOCUMENT WAS 
DISCOVERED  WHILE  I WAS  ON TRANSIT 
FROM KANO TO  ABUJA.   ALL EFFORTS MADE 
TO TRACE THE MISSING DOCUMENT PROVED 
ABORTIVE. CONCERNED AUTHORITIES AND 
GENERAL PUBLIC SHOULD TAKE NOTE

LAWRENCE ENTERTAINMENT FOUNDATION
THIS IS TO INFORM  THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE ABOVE NAMED HAS 
APPLIED TO THE CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION (CAC),ABUJA, FOR 
REGISTRATION UNDER PART “F” OF THE COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERS 
ACT, 2020

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. ATADEDE LAWRENCE EWOMA  - CHAIRMAN
2. STEPHEN EDDY EDIMURAI 
3. USIADE GODWIN CHUKKY

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. TO CREATE AWARENESS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF ENTERTAINMENT, 

SOCIAL CLUBS, FOOTBALL AND EVENT CENTRES BOTH IN NIGERIA AND 
INTERNATIONAL.

2. TO BUILD A SOCIETY WHERE ETHICAL BEHAVIOUR AND MORAL VALUE 
OF THE CHRISTIAN PRIESTHOOD AND THE GLORY OF GOD WILL BE 
THEIR WATCH WORD.

3. TO ASSIST THE YOUTH TO DISCOVER THEIR DESTINY AND NURTURE 
THEM TO FULFILL THEIR DESTINY.

ANY OBJECTION TO THIS REGISTRATION SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE 
REGISTRAR GENERAL CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION, PLOT 420 TIGRIS 
CRESCENT, OFF AGUIYI IRONSI STREET, MAITAMA, ABUJA WITHIN 28 DAYS OF 
THIS PUBLICATION. 

SIGNED: D.A MOMOH ESQ.

WOMEN AND THE GIRL 
CHILD RIGHTS FOUNDATION

The general public is hereby informed that the above named Organization 
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for Registration under 
part “C” of the Companies and Allied Matters Act. 2020 

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Mrs. Uduak  Edem Udoh
2. Mr. Udeme Etim Udoyen 
3. Best Elim Udoh

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. To foster unity among women and to encourage them to speak in 

unanimity in matters that affect women.
2. To assist and advance  the cause of victims of domestic violence, other 

kinds of gender based violence  and discriminations.
3. To give hope to women in despair, whether they be adolescent, 

singles, youth, sick, aged or widowed.
4. To advance  women’s right and fair treatment of women.
5 To assist indigent women and train them on skills acquisition.
6. To partner with other non-governmental organizations, government 

agencies, corporate bodies and individuals for the attainment of all of 
the above objectives or any of them

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the Registrar 
General Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420 Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi 
Ironsi Street, Maitama, Garki, Abuja within 28 days of this publication

SIGNED: NAPOLEON UMOH ESQ.- SOLICITOR.

ABUJA ROAD OLD JUMMA AT 
MOSQUE SABON GARI RIGASA KADUNA

This is to inform the general public that the above named has applied 
to the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja for Registration 
under part ‘C’ of Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.

TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Mohammad Jibril
2. Mohammad Abubakar  - Chairman
3. Musa Garba Boso,
4. Jibrin Labaran Nasiru
5. Dan’asabe Haruna   - Secretary
6. Tanko Sanda Umar
 
AIM AND OBJECTIVE:
1. To serve as a masjid to Muslims.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris 
Crescent, Off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, P.M.B 198, Maitama, Abuja within 
28 days of this publication. 

SIGNED: SECRETARY

OBRUCHE ORPHANAGE
THIS IS TO INFORM  THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE ABOVE NAMED 

HAS APPLIED TO THE CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION (CAC),ABUJA, 
FOR REGISTRATION UNDER PART “C” OF THE COMPANIES AND ALLIED 
MATTERS ACT, 2020.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. ABIYE-SIBI  OGHENEVWEDE OBRUCHE  - CHAIRMAN
2. OKAH  OGHENEKPAROBO   - SECRETARY
3. ABIYE-SIBI ALBERT
4. ABIYE-SIBI DEBORAH

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES: 
1. TO PROVIDE HOME FOR THE ABANDONED ORPHANS AND 

MOTHERLESS BABIES.
2. TO PROVIDE COUNSELLING, MOTHERLY CARE, EDUCATION AND 

ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOL FOR ITS CHILDREN.
3. TO ASSIST AND PROVIDE  PHYSICAL, MENTAL, FINANCIAL, 

HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE LESS PRIVILEGE PEOPLE IN 
THE SOCIETY

4. TO SUPPORT THE CHILDREN SPIRITUALLY AND MORALLY

ANY OBJECTION TO THIS REGISTRATION SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE 
REGISTRAR GENERAL CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION, PLOT 420 TIGRIS 
CRESCENT, OFF AGUIYI IRONSI STREET, MAITAMA, ABUJA WITHIN 28 DAYS OF 
THIS PUBLICATION. 

SIGNED: BARR. OKORO UGOCHUKWU. - 08068757629
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1.	  A person who provides 
direct care (as for children)

3. 	 A feeling of admiring 
someone or something 
that is good, valuable, 
important, etc

6. 	 To believe that someone 
or something is reliable, 
good, honest, effective, 
etc. : to have confidence in 
(someone or something)

7. 	 Treat all people fairly

8.	 Infant’s bed
9. 	 A place where sick or 

injured people are given 
care or treatment and 
where children are often 
born

1. 	 Feeling or showing con-
cern for other people

2. 	 A duty or task that you are 
required or expected to do

4.	  The character of an indi-

vidual viewed as a mem-
ber of society

5. 	 A female parent
8.	  An unborn or recently 

born person

ACROSS DOWN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Solution To Yesterday’s Puzzle

Home Objects

*Hint for today’s puzzle”

Puzzle For Today Child Development

GEORGOS MINISTRY
This is to inform the general public that the above named has applied to 
the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja for Registration under part 
‘C’ of Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.

TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Adedeji, Oluwatosin Adewusi    - Chairman
2. Adedeji, Deborah Oluwayemisi (Nee Martins ) - Secretary 
3. Olatunji, Oluwaseun Amazia
4. Olaifa, Isaiah Ibikunle
5. Odeniran, Damilola Jeremiah
6. Olaleye, Taiwo
7. Olaleye Kehinde
8. Omotehinse, Oluwaseun Solomon
 
AIM AND OBJECTIVE:
1. To help people rise beyond mere identification with Christ into their 

full identity in Christ.
2.  To disciple nations and  bring them unto the Fullness of CHRIST
3.  We are committed to bringing people into their full identity in Christ, 

helping them live a Christ-centred life through the development of 
Kingdom nature, culture and character.

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the Registrar 
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi 
Ironsi Street, P.M.B 198, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days of this publication. 

SIGNED: SECRETARY

IAFRICA CLOUD SCHOOL FOUNDATION
This is to inform the general public that the above named has applied to 
the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Abuja for Registration under part 
‘C’ of Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.

TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Adeyinka-Oni Modupe Oluwafunmilayo - Chairman
2. Mayowa Adeyinka- Oni.   - Secretary
3. Olusola   Seriki    - Treasurer
 
AIM AND OBJECTIVE:
1.  To provide viable alternatives to classroom education for primary 

school children in areas where they lack both infrastructure and 
manpower.

2.  To ensure that no local government, community, village, town or state 
is left out in the provision of online basic Education to children.

3. To produce digital and printed resource materials that will be relatable 
to our context and/or environment which will be used to improve their 
teaching and learning experience..

Any objection to this Registration should be forwarded to the Registrar 
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi 
Ironsi Street, P.M.B 198, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days of this publication. 

SIGNED:  TRUSTEES

CHANGE OF FAMILY NAME 
This is to inform the General public that we the following 
family members wish to change our names and that we 
were formerly known as: 

1. IFEANYICHUKWU OBIUKWU
2. SOLOMON UDOEZKA
3. MOSES UDOEZKA
4. CHIBUZOR UDOEZKA
5. ONYEKACHUKWU UDOEZKA

We now wish to be known and addressed as: 

1. IHEANYICHUKWU UDOEZKA
2. SOLOMON CHUKWUKADIBIA IFEANYICHUKWU 
3. MOSES IFEANYI
4. IFEANYICHUKWU CHIBUZOR JOHN 
5. ONYEKACHI SUNDAY IFEANYI

All former documents remains valid , Concerned authorities 
and general public take note.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general 
public on the Loss of Original 
Right of Occupancy of plot 
no. 117, Cadastral  Zone BO7  
KATAMPE DISTRICT  ABUJA, 
with file no. KT 746, bearing  
MUSTAPHA  HASSAN  KATSINA. 
All effort made to trace the said 
document prove abortive. If 
found contact the nearest police 
station. General public take note.

SPACE FOR SALE SPACE FOR SALE

TRUSTEES
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bledon title in a contest that lasted over 
three hours and 30 minutes on Sunday.

Djokovic was off to a shock start as 
he witnessed a fiery Berrettini snatch 
the first set in the tiebreaker.

The Serbian then regained his com-
posure to waltz through the next two 
sets before closing the game in the 
fourth set with an eventual scoreline 
that read: 6-7(4), 6-4, 6-4, 6-3.

Djokovic’s triumph now sees him 
level with Roger Federer and Rafael 

Nadal with 20 Grand Slam titles among 
men. The win also made him the first 
man to win since Rod Laver in 1969 to 
win the Australian Open, French Open 
and Wimbledon in the same calendar 
year.

Federer had 16 titles when Djokovic 
won his second in 2011 but over the last 
decade the Serbian has hunted down his 
great rivals to achieve what had looked 
impossible, and the world number one 
does not seem likely to stop there.

Djokovic Beats Berrettini To Win 6th Djokovic Beats Berrettini To Win 6th 
Wimbledon, 20th Grand Slam TitleWimbledon, 20th Grand Slam Title

Atiku Celebrates D’Tigers’ Atiku Celebrates D’Tigers’ 
Shock Win Against USAShock Win Against USA

Winning Copa America In Brazil Winning Copa America In Brazil 
Against Brazil Historic Against Brazil Historic – Messi– Messi

Minister Wants States To Key Minister Wants States To Key 
Into Sports Industry PolicyInto Sports Industry Policy

Lionel Messi spoke of his relief af-
ter finally ending his trophy drought 
with Argentina by winning the Copa 
America 1-0 against Brazil in Rio de 
Janeiro on Sunday.

Messi, 34, had previously tast-
ed defeat in three Copa finals and 
one World Cup final with Argentina, 
with his critics, at home and abroad, 
often questioning his ability to lead 
his country to silverware.

However, at the fifth time of ask-
ing, Messi finally won a major final 
with Argentina as Angel Di Maria’s 
22nd-minute goal at the Maracana 
ended the Albiceleste’s 28-year wait 
for a trophy.

“I was close many times,” a vis-
ibly emotional Messi told reporters 
after the match. “I knew it would 
happen eventually. I am grateful to 
God for giving me this moment, in 
Brazil against Brazil. I think He was 
saving this moment for me.

“I still don’t think we are aware 
of what we have done, beyond be-
coming champions. Now we’re re-
ally happy, celebrating, but this is a 

BY SALIFU USMAN, ABUJA

The minister of youth and sports 
development has slammed media 
reports that the Moshood Abiola 
National Stadium in Abuja which 
is undergoing rehabilitation was 
abandoned.

The minister in a statement is-
sued by his media Assistant, John 
Joshua-Akanji, described the re-

port by a national daily (not 
LEADERSHIP) that the Stadium 
has become a den of robbers and 
miscreants as not only false, but 
mischievous.

“My attention was drawn to a 
misleading report in the Sunday 
Sun of 11th July 2021 which cre-
ated the impression  that the Mo-
shood Abiola  National stadium, 
Abuja  was abandoned, had be-

come a den of robbers and miscre-
ants,  habited by reptiles and dan-
gerous animals. This report is not 
only misleading, but totally at vari-
ance with current reality,” Akan-
ji said.

“For the records, the stadium 
is undergoing rehabilitation with 
re-grassing of the main pitch, re-
placement of the scoreboard, van-
dalised cables restored which en-

sures the facility is lighted at night 
to ensure security. While I admit 
that there have been challenges 
in the past, the intervention work 
in collaboration with the Dangote 
Group which is funding the reha-
bilitation has brought a new lease 
of life to the facility.  While the 
pace of work was slowed down by 
many factors, the contractor has 
assured that the work will soon be 

completed.”
He further said “A stadium that 

hosted African Handball Cham-
pionship, Principal’s Cup Final, 
OSOM Games, Swimming com-
petition, the Olympics camping of 
athletes among other events cannot 
be said to be abandoned. I am con-
vinced that the edifice will soon be 
be ready to host major events and 
be be put to the best use”

Moshood Abiola National Stadium Not Abandoned Moshood Abiola National Stadium Not Abandoned – Minister– Minister

Former Nigeria vice president Atiku 
Abubakar has congratulated D’Tigers 
after they stunned basketball superpow-
er USA in an exhibition game in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday.

The D’Tigers, who are ranked 22 in 
the world, shocked No. 1-ranked team 
and three-time Olympic gold winners 
USA 90-87.

The game is part of the buildup 
games ahead of the Tokyo 2020 Olym-

pics.
The Americans had gone 39-0 in 

their last three Olympic seasons — in-
cluding pre-Olympic exhibitions — on 
their way to gold medals and had been 
54-2 in major exhibitions since NBA 
players began playing for USA Basket-
ball in 1992.

Also, they’d beaten D’Tigers by 
a combined 127 points in their last 
two meetings, one at the 2012 Lon-

don Games by 83 points, the other a 
warm-up for the 2016 Rio Games by 
44 points.

In the latest clash, D’Tigers trailed 
only 43-41 at the half, led for long 
stretches of the opening 20 minutes.

And reacting to the impressive win 
Atiku wrote on Twitter: “Congratula-
tions, Team Nigeria, @NigeriaBasket.”

D’Tigers are in Group B at the Olym-
pics alongside Germany, Italy and Aus-

DjokovicDjokovic

World number one and defending 
champion, Novak Djokovic, overcame 
a stern challenge from Matteo Berretti-
ni before lifting himself to a sixth Wim-

game for the history books, beating 
Brazil in a final in Brazil.

“It’s crazy. I can’t explain how 
happy I feel. I’ve been sad many 
times [with Argentina after tourna-
ments] but I knew it would happen 
and there’s no better moment. This 
team deserved it.”

Messi was named the Player of 
the Tournament at the Copa Amer-
ica and shared the competition’s 
Golden Boot with Colombia’s Luis 
Diaz. Both players scored four 
goals. Messi also laid on five assists.

At full-time, the Argentina play-
ers raced toward Messi and threw 
him in the air in recognition of his 
role in their run to the final.

BY SALIFU USMAN, ABUJA

The minister of youth and sports de-
velopment, Mr. Sunday Dare, has 
called on state governments to iden-
tify specialized areas that they can 
key into in the new Sports Indus-
try Policy which will soon be ready.

Dare made the assertion when 
paid a courtesy visit to the Gover-
nor of Bayelsa State, Senator Douye 
Diri, after watching Team Nigeria 
wrestling final preparations for the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

He applauded the Bayelsa State 
giant strides in establishing itself 
as the wrestling capital of Nigeria.

“When I visited the new gym 
being constructed, I took time to 
look at the plans and was excited 

that it met international standards. 
It shows a government with fore-
sight and committed to sports de-
velopment.

“In the last 20 months we have 
devoted our time largely into turn-
ing sports into an industry. Sports 
have been a mere recreation in our 
country. When you look at all suc-
cessful nations that have success-
ful sports development, it is because 
they run sports as a business.

“In another few days, we should 
be able to deliver for this country its 
first ever Sports Industry Policy. One 
of the middle pillars of that policy 
is infrastructure, the entire policies 
predicated on three “I” s.  The first 
‘I’ is infrastructure. We must have in-
frastructural rationalization.”

MessiMessi



LEADERSHIP (ISSN 0331-328X) is published in Abuja by LEADERSHIP GROUP LIMITED,  27 Ibrahim Tahir Lane, Off Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Way, Utako District, Abuja.  Advert: 08112993160 (Abuja), 08112993161 (Lagos) 
News:  08112993167. P. O. Box 9514, Garki II, Abuja. Lagos Office: 34/36 Adegbola Street, Anifowose, Off Oba Akran, Ikeja.   E-mail:  info@leadership.ng, advert@leadership.ng, newsroom@leadership.ng

www.leadership.ng  N200No. 3,716

12.07.21 MONDAY

I PREFER TELEVISION TO MOVIES. IT'S NOT SO FAR TO THE BATHROOM.

AMUSEMENT PARK

T
raditional wrestling in 
the southern part of 
Nigeria is intriguing 
and exciting. To the 
uninitiated, it would 

appear there are no rules, but to 
those who understand it, there are 
standard rules that govern it. The 
electoral system in Nigeria is like 
the traditional wrestling common 
to most parts of Nigeria. To non-
Nigerian observers , they can place 
a bet that rules do not govern 
elections, but to the politically 
discerning persons, they see rules 
governed by regulations observed 
in the breach. Everything Nigerian 
is unique, though often not 
properly documented as a model - 
Nigerian English, Nigerian Jollof 
rice, Nigerian movies, Nigerian 
democracy and maybe now 
Nigerian Electoral Act.

Free and fair elections are 
the bedrock of every functional 
democracy, ensuring that 
government authority derives 
from the will of the people . 
It is crucial to place rules and 
regulations that would guide the 
elections to ensure that elections 
are free and fair. These laws usually 
take into consideration,the socio-
economic and political context 
of a particular environment. 
What would work in 'Sokoto' may 
not work in 'Shokoto'. Agreed 
no laws are perfect, and none 
would completely curb electoral 
malpractices. Human beings, 
especially political actors, always 
have the ability and ingenuity to 
develop strategies to undermine 
a rule, however iron cast it looks. 
Subverting an election is not 
entirely an African or Third World 
thing.

Since the return to democratic 
rule in 1999, Nigeria has been 
experimenting with different 
sets of laws meant to enhance 
the process and credibility of our 
elections. The latest chapter of 
this tinkering is the proposed 
Electoral Act (Repeal and Re-
Enactment) Bill 2020, currently 
in consideration at the National 
Assembly. There are speculations 
that the original recommendations 
of the Joint Technical Committee 
co-Chaired by Senator Kabiru Gaya 
of the INEC committee in Senate 
and Hon Aisha Dukku of Electoral 
Matters Committee in the House 
of Representatives, may have 
been tampered with, especially 
the provisions on electronic 
transmission of results and limits 
on political campaign finance .

According to some of the 
members of the Joint Technical 
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Loopholes In The 
Proposed Electoral Act

Committee, the Committee, 
Clause 50(2) gave INEC the powers 
to determine the procedure for 
conducting election, including if 
chooses, electronic transmission 
of results. The members expressed 
shock, like the rest of the country, 
that its report was apparently 
tampered

with, and words inserted 
in the said Clause 50(2), that 
outrightlyoutlaws the transmission 
of election results byelectronic 
means. The disputed Clause 50(2) 
was now made to read as follows: 
"Voting at an election under this 
Bill shall be in accordance with 
the procedures determined by the 
commission, which may include 
electronic voting provided that the 
Commission shall not transmit 
results of the election by electronic 
means."

The Southern Governors' 
Forum, in its meeting held last 
week in Lagos, rejected the removal 
of electronic transmission of results 
clause from the Electoral Bill as well 
as the confirmation of exclusive 
jurisdiction in pre-election matters 
on the Federal High Court.

The electronic transmission of 
election results has been an issue 
in Nigeria’s elections for some time 
now. The opponents of this measure 
have cited, amongst other issues, 
the poor state of our infrastructure 
and the ability of hackers and 
fraudsters to manipulate results 
when they are transmitted 
electronically. They point out that 
the electronic voting process was 
never part of the Electoral Act of 

2010 as amended and that even the 
card reader has never been part of 
the Act.

If the above insertion of the 
"strange" clause 50(2),outlawing 
electronic transmission of results, 
passes, the implication is that we 
are on a backward movement. 
The original idea behind INEC 
adopting electronic transmission 
of results, as seen in Edo elections, 
is to progress our electoral process 
to electronic voting. E-voting is 
no rocket science, and in this age 
of invention, we do not need to 
re- invent the wheel. Developed 
countries such as United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, and 
developing countries like India, 
Venezuela, and the Philippines have 
all adopted and are using the full 
compliments of e-voting. On the 
other hand, paper ballots, manual 
counting, manual collation, and 
hand carrying of results represent 
some of the most significant

challenges that have affected 
the sanctity of elections in our 
part of the world and made a 
mockery of democracy. It leads 
to a lot of contestations and 
creates a dilemma as to whose 
result is original. e-compilation 
and e-transmission of results 
will strengthen our faith in the 
electoral system and, by extension, 
democracy. After all, the essence of 
democracy is the sanctity of votes. 
If the ballot is open to contestation, 
then it does not breed trust.

The contentious nature of 
our elections has made Nigerians 
question if it represents the wishes 

and Area Council Chairmanship 
to N50m. The real challenge is in 
monitoring of this expenditure cap 
and enforcement of the provisions 
of the law . A clear case of negative 
impact of monetization in our 
politics can be seen in the alleged 
bribery of INEC officials to the tune 
of N360m in the 2015 elections 
by a south - south Governor . He 
did this knowing fully well that 
these corrupt officials can easily 
manipulate the system to his 
advantage. If electronic electoral 
processes are adopted, these types 
of assault on our electoral system 
will be minimised, if not completely 
eliminated. For many Nigerians, 
some of the manual processes in 
our elections are susceptible to 
manipulation, so there should 
be electronic accreditation using 
the card reader backed by law 
, electronic counting of votes, 
electronic transmission, and 
electronic collation of results.

Another area of concern is 
the confirmation of exclusive 
jurisdiction in pre-election 
matters on the Federal High Court. 
Understandably, the proponents of 
this rule want to reduce election-
related litigation for the interest of 
our political class and our courts, 
which are currently overstretched. 

Yakubu

and aspirations of our people. Any 
act that further depletes trust in the 
electoral system is an invitation to 
anarchy and may lead to the death of 
democracy as we know it today. Due 
to contentions about the nature and 
authenticity of election results, the 
courts now play a more significant 
role in deciding who is the winner 
of an election, denying the people 
the right to free choice. In recent 
times in our country, the court gave 
some judgements that put people in 
office who, in the real sense, did not 
participate in the electoral process. A 
rejection of electronic transmission 
of results and a return to the manual 
transmission of results is a return to 
everything wrong with elections in 
Nigeria. For all we care, we might, 
as well, legalise electoral violence, 
ballot paper snatching, stuffing 
of ballot boxes, writing of results 
in individual homes and multiple 
results if we are to go back to manual 
and analogue electoral practices and 
processes.

The hue and cry of Nigerians 
over the purported attempt to 
exclude electronic voting and 
transmission of results from our 
electoral law have been deafening. 
And there is palpable fear amongst 
Nigerians that were this to succeed, 
it may mean that the 2023 general 
elections will be characterised by the 
flaws that have become the recurring 
decimal in Nigeria's polls since 1999. 
Some Nigerians perceive it as an elite 
conspiracy to ensure Nigeria fails as 
a country.

I interprete the clause seeking to 
exclude electronic transmission of 
election results from the Electoral 
Bill 2020 as setting the grounds

for cheating in future elections, 
as we saw in some states in 2015 and 
2019. If there is anything we owe the 
future generation of Nigerians, it is 
an electoral system representing 
their aspirations and allowing them 
to elect the kind of leaders they 
want. Nigeria should be on the same 
page with other civilised countries 
where electronic

transmission of results means 
that each stage of the electoral 
process is as transparent as 
possible. For most of us , even the 
accreditation of voters should be 
electronic to curb the ongoing issues 
of multiple voting or overvoting.

The second issue is the excessive 
monetisation of the electoral 
process. The proposal before 
National Assembly is to move the 
limit of campaign expenditure for 
presidency from N5bn to N15bn , 
governorship from N1bn to N5bn 
,Senate to N1.5b, House of Reps to 
N500m, State House of Assembly 
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